
LTCY 310 
Early Reading, Language and Literacy 

Spring 2015 

 
Instructor: Dr. Nancy Hulan 
Office: 1083A Gary Ransdell Hall 
Office Phone: 270-745-4324 
Email: nancy.hulan@wku.edu 

 
Prerequisites: IECE 321, IECE 322, IECE 323 
 
Corequisites: EXED 422, IECE 325, IECE 326, IECE 493 
 
Course Description: This course provides the opportunity for students to engage in 
the concentrated study of theory and methods for creating learning environments 
for the development of language, emergent literacy, and reading and writing skills 
for infancy through kindergarten. 
 
Course Rationale: This course will provide IECE majors with an introduction to 
literacy concepts appropriate for birth through kindergarten-aged children.  
Professionals who work with children ages birth through eight years need 
specialized expertise in integrating early literacy experiences in the preschool 
curriculum.  Additionally, these professionals need instruction in supporting oral 
language development, phonological/phonemic awareness, alphabetic knowledge, 
and experiences with shared literature that focuses on the developmental needs of 
preschool children. 
 
Textbooks:  
 
Vukelich, C., Christie, J. & Enz, B. (2012).  Helping young children learn language and 

literacy: Birth through kindergarten, 3rd Edition. Boston, MA: Pearson 
Education.  

 
Supplemental Readings:  
 
Albert Shanker Institute. (2009).  Preschool curriculum: What’s in it for children and 

teachers?  Washington, DC: The Albert Shanker Institute. (Chapters 2 and 3). 
 http://www.shankerinstitute.org/publications/pre-school-curriculum/ 
 
Further readings shared in Blackboard. 
 
Course objectives:  This course will introduce undergraduate students to 

developmentally appropriate practices in language and literacy development.  
After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Define early and emergent literacy. 

mailto:nancy.hulan@wku.edu
http://www.shankerinstitute.org/publications/pre-school-curriculum/


2. Assess children’s early language, reading and writing development.  
3. Describe a teacher’s role in promoting early literacy  
4. Promote children’s oral language development 
5. Engage children in reading experiences. 
6. Engage children in writing experiences. 
7. Promote family involvement 
8. Share quality children’s literature using a variety of methods. 
9. Provide culturally responsive literacy instruction. 

 
Kentucky Teacher Standard(s) Assessed: Standard 2 – Designs/Plans Instruction, 
Standard 5 – Assesses/Communicates Learning Results 

Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education Birth to Primary Standards 
Assessed: Standard 1- Designs and Plans Instruction; Standard 4- 
Assesses/Communicates Learning Results 

Framework for Teaching Standard(s) Assessed: Standard 1a- Demonstrating 
Knowledge of Content and Pedagogy; Standard 1b- Demonstrating knowledge of 
students; Standard 1e- Designing coherent instruction; Standard 3c- Engaging 
students in learning 

InTASC Standards Assessed: Standard 4- The teacher understands the central 
concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and 
creates learning experiences that make these aspects of the discipline accessible and 
meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content. 

Standard 1- The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing 
that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the 
cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and 
implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 

Standard 7- The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting 
rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, 
cross-disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the 
community context. 

 
Course Requirements 

 
Directions for Field Experience Observations 
 
Criminal background check, physical and TB test are required and MUST be on file 
in Teacher Services, Gary Ransdell Hall, before you can begin your field experience.  
If you are working in Warren County, new regulations require that these documents 
be hand-delivered to the Warren County Schools Board of Education BEFORE your 
first day in the field.   
 



To successfully complete LTCY 310, you must complete at least 10 hours in an early 
childhood setting observing and practicing early literacy instruction.  You will select 
the setting of these observations and submit a letter of cooperation from the 
director of the center or school.  This will be shared with the instructor via 
Blackboard.  Each time you go into the field you must complete the fieldwork 
summary form including the teacher/director’s signature (print several copies off of 
Blackboard so you will have one for each visit).  This form will help you keep track 
of your field hours. You will also log all of your field hours into the Kentucky Field 
Experience Tracking System, which can be found on the following link, along with 
useful how-to videos: 
http://www.wku.edu/teacherservices/field_exp/index.php 
 
 
Discussion (90 points) 
In this course we will use several technological tools to try to foster a sense of 
discussion and community.  These include the following: 

 Discussion Boards: We will use Discussion Boards for many of our 
assignments.  You can find these in the Discussion tab on Blackboard.  You 
are required to submit your assignment and to respond to at least three of 
your peers for each assignment.  These relate to the readings and to your 
field experiences (80 points) 

 Padlet: We will use this as an online bulletin board at times, to briefly see 
what our peers are thinking on an issue.  Use the link provided on 
Blackboard. (10 points) 

 
Reading Guides (30 points) 
You will complete reading guides while you read chapters in the Vukelich book.  
This is meant to help you process the information within the reading. 
 
Sharing Books with Children lesson plan (70 points) 
This is the Critical Performance for the course and must be uploaded to the 
Electronic Portfolio before a final grade can be assigned. 
You will create a Shared Reading Lesson based upon guidelines provided on 
Blackboard.  Using feedback from an interest inventory (which you will administer 
in field), you will select a book for a Shared Reading and will conduct this lesson 
with a student or a small group of students.   
 
Assessment Paper (30 points) 
You will write a 2-3 page paper using the format provided in Blackboard based on 
administration of the Checklist of Young Children’s Book-Related Understandings on 
one child in the field.   
 
Final Project: Create a Prezi or Powerpoint on effective instructional methods 
in literacy for early childhood classrooms (30 points) 

http://www.wku.edu/teacherservices/field_exp/index.php


You will create a Powerpoint or a Prezi in which you share the most effective 
instructional methods for working with early childhood classrooms in the 
development of literacy skills.  Imagine that you are sharing this with a faculty that 
wanted to know more about this topic.  Make it engaging and informative.  This will 
be uploaded to a Discussion Board and each student will provide feedback to at least 
three fellow classmates. 
 
Evaluation and grade assignment: 
To receive a final grade in LTCY 310, you must complete all components of the field 
experience and related assignments required for the course and you must upload all 
critical performances to the Electronic Portfolio.   
 
Final grades for LTCY 310 will be based off of the 250 point described above.   
 
Grade  Percentages  Points 
A  93-100  232-250 
B  85-92   212-231 
C  77-84   192-211 
D  70-76   175-191 
F  69 or less  174 or less 
 
Plagiarism: 

University policy on academic honesty will be strictly observed. To represent ideas 
or interpretations taken from another source as one's own is plagiarism.  Plagiarism 
is a serious offense.  The academic work of students must be their own.  Students 
must give the author(s) credit for any source material used.  To lift content directly 
from a source without giving credit is a flagrant act.  To present a borrowed passage 
after having changed a few words, even if the source is cited, is also plagiarism.  
Please review the following website for help in avoiding plagiarism: 
http://www.wku.edu/csa/policies/plagiarism.php 

Student Disability Services 

In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require 
accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this 
course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the 
Student Success Center in Downing University Center.  

Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor 
without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.  

 
 
 
 

http://www.wku.edu/csa/policies/plagiarism.php


Sharing Books with Children Rubric 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

        

No evidence that 
selection of book 
was based on 
Interest Inventory 
results and needs 
of students. 
(rationale) 

Little evidence that 
selection of book was 
based on Interest 
Inventory results and 
needs of students. 
(rationale) 

Selection of book was 
based on Interest 
Inventory results and 
needs of students. 
(rationale) 

Selection of book was based 
on Interest Inventory results 
and needs of students.  This 
was accomplished on the 
first attempt and without 
extra assistance.  (rationale) 

Lesson did not 
include sufficient 
evidence 
encouraging 
discussion around 
the text; questions 
or prompts may 
have been 
inappropriate for 
this age group or 
this type of lesson.  

Lesson included few 
prompts to encourage 
student to respond to 
the text in some way; 
questions and 
prompts may or may 
not have been 
appropriate for this 
age group or this type 
of lesson.  

Lesson included some 
prompts to encourage 
the student to move 
beyond naming and 
toward thinking about 
the story; questions 
and prompts are age-
appropriate and fit 
some of the 
requirements of this 
type of lesson.  

Lesson included at least four 
prompts to encourage the 
student to move from simply 
naming items to thinking 
about what is happening in 
the story; questions and 
prompts are age-appropriate 
and fit the requirements of 
this type of lesson, without 
extra assistance.  

No formal lesson 
plan; lesson plan 
failed to meet 
prescribed format; 
major flaws in 
design or plan for 
the reading 
lesson.  

Weaknesses or 
inaccuracies found in 
formal lesson plan, in 
prescribed format, or 
in the design and the 
plan for the reading 
lesson. 

 Formal lesson plan in 
prescribed format was 
submitted indicating 
the design and the 
plan for the reading 
lesson. 

Formal lesson plan in 
prescribed format was 
submitted indicating the 
design and the plan for the 
reading lesson.   This was 
accomplished on the first 
attempt and without extra 
assistance.    

Reflective 
Summary is 
missing or is 
unclear and 
unfocused on your 
perspective of the 
teaching 
experience and 
your observations 
of students before, 
during and after 
instruction. 

Reflective Summary is 
somewhat clear and 
focused; lacking 
information on your 
perspective of the 
teaching experience 
and/or your 
observations of 
students before, 
during and after 
instruction. 

Reflective Summary is 
clear and focused on 
your perspective of 
the teaching 
experience and your 
observations of 
students before, 
during and after 
instruction. 

Reflective Summary is clear 
and focused on your 
perspective of the teaching 
experience and your 
observations of students 
before, during and after 
instruction.  This was 
accomplished on the first 
attempt and without extra 
assistance.  

Personal 
Reflective 

Personal Reflective 
Summary is 

Personal Reflective 
Summary clearly 

Personal Reflective 
Summary clearly identifies 



Summary is 
missing or is 
unclear and 
unfocused in 
identifying your 
instructional 
strengths and in 
targeting areas for 
growth as 
identified in your 
teaching 
experience. 

somewhat unclear in 
identifying your 
instructional strengths 
and in targeting areas 
for growth as 
identified in your 
teaching experience. 

identifies your 
instructional strengths 
and targets areas for 
growth as identified in 
your teaching 
experience. 

your instructional strengths 
and targets areas for growth 
as identified in your teaching 
experience.  This was 
accomplished on the first 
attempt and without extra 
assistance.  

Inappropriate 
format and 
mechanics. 

Appropriate format 
and mechanics. 

Appropriate format 
and mechanics. 

Appropriate format and 
mechanics on the first 
attempt and without extra 
assistance.  

Little concern for 
presentation. 

Acceptable 
presentation. 

Attractive 
presentation. 

Attractive presentation on 
the first attempt and without 
extra assistance.  

COMMENTS:       

 


