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German 335-001 (Contemporary Culture and Civilization)
MWF 11.30 – 12.25 in FAC 256

Instructor: Laura McGee, Ph.D. Phone: 745-6408 (office; voice mail)
Office: Wilson FAC 276 E-mail: laura.mcgee@wku.edu
Office hours: MWF 10.20 – 11.15 & by appt.  

Department goals: Through course work, experience abroad, and other cultural encounters, 
the Department of Modern Languages cultivates communicative skills and cultural awareness 
that prepare students at Western Kentucky University to be more knowledgeable and sensitive 
citizens of the global community.

Course description: Study of geography, politics, social customs, culture and contemporary 
issues of the German-speaking countries. Especially useful for students who plan to study or 
work abroad. 

Prerequisites: German 202 or equivalent.

Texts: Sources include films, video clips, podcasts, newspaper articles, factual texts, blogs, 
music, essays, poems and literary excerpts – to be found accessed, on reserve and/or 
distributed in class. Recommended for purchase: A large German-English / English-German 
Dictionary

Your final grade consists of: Grading Scale:
Written preparation and class work 30% 90% - 100% A
3 Tests and 1 final exam 40% 80% -   89% B
Minireferat, Referat im Team 20% 70% -   79% C
2 SEAT Activities (w/written response) 10% 60% -   69% D

Below   60% F

Course format: Students are expected to have prepared assigned materials before coming to 
class. The instructor may ask for brief written responses or give short unannounced quizzes on 
content, especially if it appears students are not preparing the material before class. We will 
use a Blackboard course management site that will contain resources and web links. During 
class meetings, we will speak German as much as possible.

Instructor responsibilities: I will come to class prepared to work with you on the assigned 
material, to begin and end class meetings in a timely fashion, to return student work promptly, 
and to be available to meet with students in my office hours and at other times. I look forward 
to exploring the course topics with you. 

Presentation: Each student will develop a 10-15 minute Power Point presentation to 
accompany an in-class oral report on a topic relevant to the course material. This report will be 



given in German. In preparation, each student will submit an annotated bibliography of at least 
five sources two weeks in advance of the presentation, followed by a detailed outline (2-4 
pages in length) in German on the topic of their report. The outline will be submitted a week 
before the date of the in-class presentation and may be rewritten in line with the instructor’s 
suggestions and the student’s own thoughts on how to improve it before presentation in class. 
The final version of the report outline will be due at the time the student makes the in-class 
presentation. The student will also be required to rehearse the presentation and respond to 
comments of classmates afterwards. 

Exam policies: Unannounced short quizzes may be given over homework and class material. 
Make up quizzes are not given; however, one quiz grade will be dropped. Students who arrive 
late are not allowed additional time, nor are oral sections repeated on either quizzes or exams. 
Cell phones and PDAs are to be turned off (not silenced) and placed out of view, along with 
any notes. Students who leave the classroom during exam periods may not return. Exams are 
given only at the scheduled times, except at the discretion of the instructor (see the attendance 
policy). Vacation plans are not accommodated. 

Attendance: Class attendance is not optional. Two absences (“personal days”) are allowed 
during the semester for any reason. Students are still responsible for the material even if absent. 
Beyond these personal days, students will lose three points per absence from their final grade.
Example: A student who has an A average of 92%, but had a total of 4 absences (= 2 weeks of 
class), would end up with 86%, or a B. Any adjustments to this policy will be at the 
instructor’s discretion and only when legitimate documentation is provided the all absences in 
question. The instructor must be notified in advance of the student’s missing a test in order for 
the student to request the privilege of making up the test. In the event that it is necessary to 
miss class, it is the responsibility of the student to find out what was covered and to learn the 
appropriate material. Upon returning to class students are expected to be fully prepared: ready 
to participate, turn in assignments, and take quizzes or exams as scheduled. 

If the student wishes to request absences be “excused,” he/she must present acceptable 
documentation to the instructor the very next time he or she attends class. The documentation 
(such as a doctor’s note showing the student was treated, funeral program or court order) 
must be provided as an original or photocopy for the instructor to keep, with the dates the 
students wishes to have excused clearly marked on it. If the student hopes to submit late 
homework for credit, this must be attached to the documentation.

Late arrivals disrupt the learning environment and are unfair to those who arrived on time. One 
absence will be added to the student’s total per three late arrivals to class. 

Exchange phone #s with three classmates.

Academic integrity: In accordance with university policy, an “F” is given on any portion of 
the course work in which cheating is detected. The case may also be presented to the Office of 



the Dean of Student Life. Acts of academic dishonesty include the use of a translating device 
to complete writing assignments and failing to turn cell phones and PDAs off before taking an 
exam. Student work may be checked using plagiarism detection software. See page 26 of the 
2008-2009 undergraduate catalog for a definition of plagiarism: “To represent work taken 
from another source as one’s own is plagiarism.” Students must document the source if they 
use three or more words in sequence that are not their own or use someone else’s idea.

Special needs: Students with disabilities who request accommodations (academic adjustments 
and/or auxiliary aids or services) be registered with the Office for Student Disability Services. 
See: http://www.wku.edu/Dept/Support/AcadAffairs/SDS/sds.htm.

Support for your learning: I want you to succeed in German. If you need help with your 
learning, here are some places you can get it in addition to seeing me in my office hours in 
FAC 276:
1. The Learning Center in DUC / tel. 745-6254 / http://www.wku.edu/tlc/ (free tutoring).
2. Drop-in tutoring in the Modern Languages Department (free).
3. Choose a tutor for hire from the list of tutors in the ML office in FAC 251.

Please view me as a resource person for your interest in German. The German program at 
WKU is active and growing! We encourage you to consider ways to gain real world 
experience with the use of your German in the workplace. See me if you would like to know 
more about study abroad, internships, and prestigious scholarships, either before or after your 
graduation from WKU. I am here to support you and guide you as you pursue your career 
interests.

Get involved - join the German Club! I am the advisor for the German Club, which has lots 
of activities every semester. Add yourself to our email list at:
http://lists.wku.edu/mailman/listinfo/germanclub.

Consider study abroad. Study abroad was one of the most exciting parts of my college 
career. I hope you choose to have a study abroad experience while at WKU. Some of our 
programs to German speaking countries are:
Honors German 102 in Berlin – January term: http://www.wku.edu/Honors/berlin.html
Semester in Vienna, Austria – Fall or spring, German lang + teacher ed, direct exchange
Semester in Regensburg, Germany – Fall only, German lang, lit / culture, KIIS
Semester in Reutlingen, Germany – Fall or spring, business, direct exchange with COBA
Summer in Bregenz, Austria – German and various disciplines, KIIS
Summer in Munich, Germany - German 2nd or 3rd year, KIIS
Summer in Salzburg, Austria – Music and culture, KIIS
Read about all KIIS program at: http://kiis.org/portal/index.php

The syllabus is subject to change if deemed necessary by the instructor.



German 335: Contemporary Culture and Civilization (MWF 11.30 – 12.25), in German
Prerequisite German 202. Fulfills General Education Category B-II

Learn about what life in Germany was like during the so-called “Stunde Null,” how the “Wirtschaftswunder”
came about, and how West Germany responded to the terrorist attacks of 1968. What was life like on the other 
side of the Wall during that time? And what issues occupy the unified Germany nearly 20 years after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall? How, for instance, do immigration and integration politics in the Germany and the US 
compare? Why is Germany so reluctant to support American military efforts in the Middle East? In this course 
we will discuss many of the developments and debates that shape the modern German cultural and historical 
landscapes. Sources include films, video clips, podcasts, newspaper articles, blogs, music, essays, poems and 
literary excerpts. This is a course for the educated traveler or future professional in any field who seeks a good 
general knowledge of the German-speaking countries today. 

Topics / Schedule

25. Aug – 3. Sept: Der Nationalsozialismus 

5. Sept – 12. Sept.: Die Stunde Null / Das Wirtschaftswunder

15. Sept – 22. Sept: Die BRD / Der deutsche Herbst

24. Sept – 1. Okt: Die DDR

6. Okt – 13. Okt: Fall of the Berlin Wall

15. Okt – 22. Okt: Geographie 

24. Okt – 31. Okt: Die politischen Parteien / Deutschland in der EU

3. Nov – 10. Nov: Deutschland als Immigrationsland (?)

12. Nov – 19. Nov: Die Familie / Frauen  

21. Nov – 5. Dez: Was ist deutsch?

Final exam during exam week as scheduled in bulletin. 

Background readings in: http://www.tatsachen-ueber-deutschland.de. Use online version or 
order your copy for 9,90 Euro – a handly little volume! We will also occasionally discuss news 
from Germany. Subscribe to: http://www.germany.info/relaunch/info/missions/gic.html. See 
also Deutsche Welle news: http://www.dw-world.de/. 

German guest speakers this semester: (1) Students from Berlin, (2) Annegret Schaefer (DDR), 
(3) Stephan Böckenförde (politische Parteien, deutsche Sicherheitspolitik)

Written assessment after each 3 units. Final is cumulative. “Kurzreferat” on a Federal 



Chancellor. Referat in pairs to compare two federal states of BRD or regions of A or CH.


