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GEOG 465/540 Geography of Asia 
Fall 2008 
Instructor: Dr. Jun Yan Room: EST 338 
Office: EST 333 Time: TR 11:10am – 12:30pm 
E-mail: jun.yan@wku.edu Office Hour: TR 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm or by appointment 
Office Tel: (270)745-8952 Class Website: http://ecourses.wku.edu 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Barbara A. Weightman. 2006. Dragons and Tigers: A Geography of South, East and Southeast 
Asia. 2nd 

ed. John Wiley & Sons. ISBN: 0-471-63084-5 
Periodically reading materials will be handed out in class. 
RECOMMENDED TEXT AND READINGS 
Pradyumna P. Karan. 2004. The Non-Western World: Environment, Development, and Human 
Rights. 
Routledge. 
J. Paul Goode and Veregin Howard. 2006. Rand McNally Goode's World Atlas. 21st ed. Rand 
McNally & 
Company. 
Carolyn Brewer; Anne-Marie Medcalf. 2000. Researching the Fragments: Histories of Women 
in the 
Asian Context. Quezon City, Philippines: New Day Publishers 
Dennis Van Vranken Hickey. 2001. The Armies of East Asia: China, Taiwan, Japan, and the 
Koreas. 
Boulder, Colorado: Lynne Rienner Publishers 
Won Bae Kim; Mike Douglass; Sang-Chuel Choe; Kong Chon Ho. 1997. Culture and the City in 
East 
Asia. New York: Oxford University Press 
Frank E. Reynolds; Jason A. Carbine. 2000. The Life of Buddhism. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 
University 
of California Press 
Shalendra D. Sharma. 2000. The Asia-Pacific in the New Millennium: Geopolitics, Security, and 
Foreign 
Policy. Berkeley: University of California, Institute of East Asia Studies 
David Levinson; Karen Christensen. 2002. Encyclopedia of Modern Asia. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s 
Sons, Farmington Hills, Mich., Thomson/Gale. 
Graham P. Chapman, Kathleen M. Baker. 2005. The Changing Geography of Asia. Routledge. 
The Journal of Asian Studies 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This is an upper division course covering broad topics and regions in Asian geography. The 
course introduces major sub-disciplines of geomorphology, climatology, demographics, 
agriculture, industry, economics, social issues, politics, languages, religions, and other pertinent 
fields in East, South, and Southeast Asia. Students need to understand that each of the sub-



disciplines could be an individual course, depending on the depth of the contents. Students 
should not only understand the general characteristics and phenomena related to the contents 
from these sub-disciplines, but also need to analyze why certain phenomena take place in certain 
places. The goal of the course is to help students understand WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, HOW, 
and WHY geographic elements help shape the physical, economic, 
social, and environmental characteristics and patterns of the area. The course emphasizes both 
physical and human geography and their close relationships. But more attention will be given to 
human geography, and how the diverse economic, cultural, religious, and ethnic elements help 
form the important role of Asia in the world. 
COURSE OBJECTIVE 
At the completion of this course, students should be able to: 
� Obtain general geographic knowledge about Asia 
� Know the geographic locations of major countries, territories and cities, and can identify them 
on a map 
� Obtain basic knowledge of physical geography and human geography of the area 
� Fairly and objectively analyze social issues related to women, children, urbanization, religion, 
human rights, inequality, and poverty 
� Understand the plural political issues in the area  
� Appreciate the diverse cultural assets of the area 
� Understand the economic strengths, opportunities, and challenges facing the area 
� Establish views of sustainable development to deal with the conflicts between development, 
social justice, and environment 
CLASS WEBSITE 
This class uses E-courses at WKU to enhance the online learning experience of students. This 
class website contains lecture notes, assignments, other materials related to the course, student 
grades as a way to monitor progress in the class, and other pertinent information. Students are 
expected to check http://ecourses.wku.edu regularly for available class information. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
It is the students’ responsibility to come to class on time and maintain an excellent attendance 
and class participation record. Roll will be taken for each class. In case of serious medical 
illnesses, severe weather conditions, observed religious holidays, or serious family emergency 
events, which prevent the students from attending regular classes, appropriate official and/or 
third-party signed documentary proof is needed. For those who work part-time or full-time, 
work-related excuses are NOT acceptable without instructor’s 
approval. Work-related excuses include but not limit to: business trips, meetings and other 
related obligations. Timely notice of the events which restrict the students’ capability to attend 
the classes is appreciated before the classes. No after-the-fact excuses are acceptable except the 
aforementioned emergency events. It is the student’ responsibility to obtain all class related 
materials if he/she cannot make to class due to approved excuses or emergency events.  Make-up 
exam will only be given to students who cannot take the exam due to serious illnesses, severe 
weather conditions, serious family emergency events, or whatever conditions that the instructor 
feels appropriate. The instructor reserves the rights to request documentary proof of these events. 
 
Anyone missing more than five classes will receive a failing grade for this class, except 
certain 
conditions contingent upon the instructor’s fair judgment. 
EVALUATION AND GRADING 



You will earn points toward your final grade according to the following schedule: 
Item Points Percentage 
Attendance and Participation 
Four Individual Assignments 
One Group Assignment 
Four Exams 
Term Paper and Poster Presentation 
25 
100 (25 each) 
35 
240 (60 each) 
100 
5% 
20% (5% each) 
7% 
48% (12% each) 
20% 
Students should come to class on time, stay in class, and actively participate in class discussions 
as well as online discussions if any. Each individual homework assignment may include a 
combination of short answers, multiple-choice questions, map tests, movie review, food tasting, 
and/or other related formats. Each exam may include short answers, multiple-choice questions, 
map tests, short essays, etc. Exams are exclusive and each exam only covers the materials in 
between exams. The group assignment will take the form of oral presentation. Two students 
will first form a group. Each group will then prepare a power 
point presentation (in Power Point file format, Microsoft Windows). Specifically, you will 
decide a region or a county within a region that you wish to investigate, a power point 
presentation prepared and delivered by each group. Detailed instructions for presentation will be 
handout at class. 
Term Paper and Poster Presentation: Students are required to choose a country/territory to 
work on at the beginning of the semester. Each student should focus on a topic related to history, 
physical geography, economic geography, culture, society, politics, language, religion, and other 
pertinent field, analyzing the issues on the selected topic and making your own comments based 
on references. For example, if you are interested in foreign policies of the country/territory, you 
need to state the philosophy, contents, implementation, evaluation, and the impacts of these 
policies on the country/territory and other countries/territories. Then a list of major historical 
events related to foreign policies should be compiled and you need to make brief comments on 
these events. 
At the end of the semester students should submit a paper including cover page, table of 
contents, introduction, analysis of your research topic, major events and your own brief 
comments, and other contingent materials (e.g. pictures, maps, etc.). At the end of the paper 
include a bibliography/reference list. Notes and appendices, if there are any, should be put 
before the bibliography/reference list. No specific length requirements but please don’t be too 
short or too lengthy (8-10 pages are appropriate). The paper should be written using your own 
words based on the references, although appropriate citations can be included. Please focus on 
important issues if there are many. Please use APA style for your paper and consult with 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APA_style if you don’t know 
what APA style is. The text should be 12 points and double space typed with 1-inch margins and 
justified alignments. 



Students should make a poster to present the findings to the class. Be prepared to give a 5-minute 
talk about your project in class. It is not necessary to print the poster. The paper (hard copy) and 
poster (electronic copy) must be submitted to the instructor. Students are expected to consult 
with the instructor periodically with regard to the process of your project.  
 
Grading will follow the below scale: 
Average Score Total Points Grade 
90 – 100% 
80 – 89.9% 
70 – 79.9% 
60 – 69.9% 
< 60% 
≥ 450 
400 – 449.99 
350 – 399.99 
300 – 349.99 
300 
A 
B 
C 
D 
F 
*Note: Please submit all assigned exercises and project on time. One point will be taken off for 
each day being late. In fairness to all students in the class, only such events as severe illness or a 
death in the family are acceptable as excuses for missing an assignment/exam without prior 
agreement. The instructor reserves the right to require verification. In any event, please call or 
email the instructor BEFORE the assignment due dates or exams to indicate the problem if 
possible. With prior agreement or an acceptable excuse, a makeup exam will normally be given 
or a late submission of assignments can be accepted; 
otherwise, the exam will be recorded as a failing grade or points deducted from the assignments. 
PLAGIARISM POLICY 
Plagiarism or any other form of cheating will not be tolerated. Anyone who commits such acts 
bears the risks of serious punishment. All students will be held responsible for following and 
abiding by the University’s policy on plagiarism and academic integrity. Academic Offenses in 
the WKU Student Handbook provides a detailed description of the university’s policy on 
plagiarism and cheating. Copies of Academic Offenses can be obtained at: 
http://www.wku.edu/handbook/group1/12_academic_offenses.html 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL POLICY: 
Students who find it necessary to withdraw completely from the university or from this course 
should report to the Office of Registrar in Potter Hall to initiate Withdrawal procedures before 
the last Withdrawal date. Students who cease attending class without and official Withdrawal 
will receive a Failing grade. 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require accommodations 
(academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office 
for Student Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing 
University Center. The phone number is 745-5004. Please DO NOT request accommodations 



directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office for 
Student Disability Services. 
OTHER POLICIES: 
The Department of Geography and Geology strictly adheres to university policies, procedures, 
and deadlines regarding student schedule changes. It is the sole responsibility of the student to 
meet all deadlines in regard to adding, dropping, or changing the status of a course. Only in 
exceptional cases will a deadline be waived. The Student Schedule Exception Form is used to 
initiate all waivers. This form requires a written description of the extenuating circumstances 
involved and the attachment of appropriate documentation. Poor academic performance, general 
malaise, or undocumented general stress factors are 
not considered as legitimate circumstance.  
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE: subject to revision as conditions warrant. 
Lec. Date Topic, Assignment Due and Exam Date Readings 
1 8/26 Syllabus & Introduction Chap 1 
2 8/28 Geomorphology Chap 2 
3 9/2 Climatology, Agriculture and Natural Resources Chap 2 
4 9/4 Population, Languages and Religion Chap 1 & Chap 3 
5 9/9 Development, Urbanization and Quality of Life Chap 3 & Chap 4 
6 9/11 DAsesvieglnompmenent t1, UDrubea nization and Quality of Life Chap 3 & Chap 4 
7 9/16 Introduction to South Asia Chap 5 
Exam #1 Chaps. 1-4 
8 9/18 India Chap 7 
9 9/23 India Chap 7 
10 9/25 India Chap 7 
11 9/30 Pakistan and Bangladesh Chap 6 & Chap 8 
10/2 Fall breaks, no class 
12 10/7 PAasksiigstnamn aenndt 2B aDnugel adesh Chap 6 & Chap 8 
13 10/9 Introduction to East Asia Chap 9 
Exam #2 Chaps. 5-8 
14 10/14 China Chap 10 
15 10/16 China Chap 10 
16 10/21 China Chap 10 
17 10/23 China Chap 10 
18 10/28 Taiwan Chap 12 
19 10/30 Japan Chap 11 
11/4 Presidential election, no class 
20 11/6 JAaspsaign nment 3 Due Chap 11 
21 11/11 South Korea & North Korea Chap 12 
22 11/13 Introduction to Southeast Asia Chap 13 
Exam #3 Chaps. 9-12 
23 11/18 Mainland Southeast Asia Chap 14 
24 11/20 Mainland Southeast Asia Chap 14 
11/25 Professor attending conference, no class 
11/27 Thanksgiving, no class 
25 12/2 IAnsssuilganr mSoeuntth 4e aDstu Ae sia Chap 15 
12/4 Poster Presentation and Term Paper Due 
12/? Exam #4 Chaps. 13-15 


