
CFS 192: Working with Young Children and Families
Course Syllabus

Spring 2009

COURSE INFORMATION:  CFS 192, 3 credit hours
No prerequisites

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:  Janet Fugate, Ed.S.
Western Kentucky University
1906 College Heights Blvd. #11037
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1037
Office: Academic Complex 410B
Phone: 270-745-4613
Fax:  270-745-3999
Email:  janet.fugate@wku.edu

Course Description:   This course is designed to provide an introduction to 
the field of early care and education.   Students will learn what it takes to 
become an early childhood professional, the types of programs available in 
early childhood, and be introduced to the components for creating a 
developmentally appropriate environment for young children.

Text: Driscoll, A. & Nagel, N.G. (2008).  Early Childhood Education Birth-8: 
The World of Children, Families, and Educators, Fourth Edition.  Allyn & 
Bacon Publishers. ISBN 0-205-53604-2/978-0-205-53604-7 (Required)

Bredekamp, S. & Copple, C, Editors (2009).  Developmentally Appropriate 
Practice in Early Childhood Programs (Third Edition). National Association 
for the Education of Young Children, Washington, D.C. ISBN 978-1-928896-
64-7 (Recommended)

Course Objectives:  When you have completed this course, you will be able 
to 

1. apply a knowledge of service delivery models in child care and 
early childhood education including health and safety issues and 
affective correlates for successful caregiving;
2.  design and maintain developmentally appropriate learning 
environments;
3.  work collaboratively with families and colleagues; and 
4.  begin to meet the performance based standards for early childhood 
personnel.

Instructional Methods and Activities: Students will be responsible for being 
self-motivated and self-directed in learning the material.  Additional 



readings may be required.  Fifteen hours of field based observation are 
required.  Students are responsible for their own transportation.  
Assessment will be through quizzes, assignments, exams and critical 
performances.  Reflective writing will also be required.  

When using Blackboard, students using WordPerfect should save their files 
in .rtf format so that Blackboard can open them.   If a student does not 
save the file in this format, I will not be able to open or grade the 
assignment.  Students will also do reflective writing each week.   For 
students using Word 2003 or older, there is a Compatibility Pack that must 
be downloaded for them to open files in Blackboard.   The Compatibility 
Pack is available on the My Course page of Blackboard. 

Course Topics:
1.  early childhood education;
2.  overview of child development and temperament;
3.  theories of development;
4.  play;
5.  early childhood curriculum;
6.  children in the context of families and communities;

 7.  infant care programs; 
8.  toddler care programs;
9.  preschool care programs;
10. kindergarten programs;
11. special education;
12.  health, safety, and nutrition in early childhood programs;

Grading/Evaluation:  Grading is done on a percentage of the total points for 
the class.   A letter grade will be given as a final grade:

100-90% A
89-80% B
79-70% C
69-60 % D

Below 59% F

Critical Performance:  There are three critical performances for this class.   
Students will be required to write a philosophy statement on early care and 
education, develop a professional development plan, and observe and report 
on five different early care and education programs.   

Other assignments include:
1.  reflections for each week;
2.  quizzes



3.  a midterm and a final exam;
4.  other assignments relating to the materials; and
5.  three critical performance activities.

Students will be able to follow their progress in their gradebook on 
Blackboard.   

Plagiarism Policy:  “To represent written work taken from another source as 
one’s own is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  The academic 
work of a student must be his/her own.  One must give any author credit 
for source material borrowed from him/her.  To lift content directly from a 
source without giving credit is a flagrant act.   To present a borrowed 
passage without reference to the source after having changed a few words 
is also plagiarism.” (Western Kentucky University Undergraduate Catalog).  
This policy also applies to any media material used in this class.

Academic Dishonesty:  Students who commit any act of academic 
dishonesty may receive from the instructor a failing grade in that portion of 
the coursework in which the act was detected or a failing grade in the 
course without possibility of withdrawal.   The faculty member may also 
present the case to the Office of Student Life for disciplinary sanctions.   A 
student who believes a faculty member has dealt unfairly with him/her in a 
course involving academic dishonesty may seek relief through the Student 
Complaint Procedure. (Western Kentucky University Undergraduate 
Catolog).

Should a student decide to drop the class, it is their responsibility to 
do so.  Failure to drop a class will result in a failing grade for that 
class.

Disability Accommodations Statement:  Students with disabilities who 
require accommodations (academic adjustment and/or auxiliary aids or 
services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability 
Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing University 
Center.

Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or 
instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office of Student 
Disabilities Services.

Field Experience:  This course requires 15 hours of observation.  Some sites 
may require students to undergo criminal background checks, drug testing, 
a TB test, physical, or to provide proof of health insurance, liability 
insurance, and/or immunization records prior to participating in any of the 
required observations.  This is the student’s responsibility.  Student should 



check with their observation site for the specific requirements of that site.   
Failure to complete these requirements for the observations may result in 
delaying the observations and possibly failing the course.   Students are 
also responsible for their own transportation to the observation sites.   
There are observation sites on or within walking distance of campus if 
transportation is a problem for the student.

As policy, the College of Health and Human Services and the faculty will not 
keep this information on file.   Students should keep a copy of all 
documentation for their files.   If you are an education major, you should 
take copies of the TB test, physical and a criminal background check to Tate 
Page Hall, Room 408.  It will be kept on file there.   

The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus.  
Changes will minimal and only be made as necessary.  


