
Art 105 – Survey of Art and Architecture I – Spring 2009
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30-4:50, FAC 156
Professor Guy Jordan, FAC 413, phone: (270) 745-8865, email: guy.jordan@wku.edu
(note: I check my email much more often than I check my voice mail)
Office Hours:  To Be Announced on the First Day of Class and Posted on Blackboard

Summary
Survey of Art and Architecture II (1300 to the Present Day) fulfills General Education 
goals by providing students with an informed acquaintance of major achievements in 
the visual arts lodged within a historical framework that gives due consideration to 
connections between past and present. The course will also provide students with an 
introduction to the basic terminology and problems of art history and to methods of 
analyzing and interpreting individual works of art.  Students will learn how to think 
critically about what they see, and will gain new insights into art’s central and proactive 
role in the articulation of culture, and its important function in determining—and not 
merely illustrating—history.

There will be an emphasis in this class on student engagement:
1.  Students will demonstrate their capacity to apply knowledge and training to address 
relevant concerns in community or society.
2.  Students will demonstrate respect for diversity of people, ideas, and cultures.
3.  Students will demonstrate awareness of their opportunities as responsible citizens 
working and living in a global society.

Textbook
Fred S. Kleiner and Christin J. Mamiya, Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, 13th Edition, 
2005.  The textbook is available at the WKU Campus Bookstore in the Downing 
University Center.  FYI, Yes!...you may also use the 12th edition of the textbook if you 
wish.  Chapter assignments listed below work with either edition.

Grading
Quiz Average (4 unannounced quizzes) – 25%
Midterm (March 19) – 25%
Short Research Paper (Due Thursday, Apr. 30th) – 25%
Final Exam (May 12) – 25%

Quizzes are short and objective (multiple choice), and test basic factual knowledge of 
topics covered in class.  This includes material (broad ideas and arguments) in 
readings posted on Blackboard.  There will be four quizzes given on random days 
throughout the semester.  If you miss a day and I happen to give a quiz, then you are 
out of luck (grade = zero).  There are no make-ups.  If you have a legitimate reason for 
missing a class (there are a few, and I’ll handle them on a case-by-case basis), you 
must notify me by email within a reasonable amount of time (either before or within 12 
hours after the missed class).  All excused absences must be accompanied by 
some form of documentation.



The midterm and final exam are comprised of two parts: an identification section and a 
comparative essay.  Identification questions present you with images artworks covered 
in class and require you to provide their names, dates, makers (if known), places of 
origin, and a short paragraph or list of bullet points explaining their historical 
significance.  The comparative essay will present you with two images at once.  After 
identifying each (name,maker,date,place), you will be required to write an essay 
comparing and contrasting the two artworks with an attention to their formal 
characteristics and historical significance.

The Short Research Paper requires you to write a 750-1000 word analysis of an object 
of your choice made before the year 1300 that is not illustrated in your textbook.  
After meticulously describing the object, discuss the social, political, and/or religious 
function of the artwork within the culture that created it.  Some questions to consider 
while writing your paper are:  Who made the object?  Why?  Why does it look the way 
that it does?  Who were the object’s intended audience(s)?  What role did the object 
play in the lives of those who saw and/or used it?  All papers must be between 750-
1000 words (not including your title page and bibliography), and must cite at least three
outside sources that are not your textbook (e.g. books and articles available at the 
WKU libraries, or other regional public and academic research centers).  Although you 
may use on-line encyclopedias to help you get started, do not use them as sources in 
your final paper (e.g. no Wikipedia or Britannica Online).  All citations must follow the 
guidelines set down in the Chicago Manual of Style (available in the reference section 
of the Helm Library).  Also, you must include an illustration of your object so that I know 
what it looks like.  Although it is fine to use an object you find illustrated in an article or 
a book, there is no substitute for direct observation; therefore, you will receive 2 points 
of extra credit added to your final grade for the course if you travel to a local 
museum and write on an object that you see in person.  To be eligible for the extra 
points, you must staple a ticket stub or gallery map of the museum where your object 
resides to your final paper.  Regional museums with collections of art made before the 
year 1300 include:  

The Speed Art Museum, Lexington, KY (90 minutes away) (Small gallery of ancient art)
http://www.speedmuseum.org/
The Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati, OH (3 hours away) (Comprehensive collection 
of ancient, Islamic, Asian, Medieval, and non-western art)
http://www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org/
The Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indianapolis, IN (3.5 hours away) (Large collection of 
Asian art, African Art, and some Islamic art)
http://www.ima-art.org/
The Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis TN (4 hours away) (Small but strong collection of 
art from the ancient Mediterranean World, and a small but strong collection of Chinese 
art)
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/

Students with Disabilities
In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require academic 
and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Office for Student 
Disability Services in Downing University Center, A-200.   The phone number is 270 



745 5004.

Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor 
without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.

Plagiarism and Cheating
If you plagiarize or cheat in this class, you will receive an F for the course, and will be 
referred to the university administration for further disciplinary action.  

According to WKU:
“To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s own is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be 
their own. Students must give the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift 
content directly from a source without giving credit is a flagrant act. To present a 
borrowed passage after having changed a few words, even if the source is cited, is also 
plagiarism.” “No student shall receive or give assistance not authorized by the instructor 
in taking an examination or in the preparation of an essay, laboratory report, problem 
assignment, or other project that is submitted for purposes of grade determination.”  

Do not even think about cheating or plagiarizing in this class – I will catch you.
 

Academic Assistance
As your professor, I am personally invested in your growth as a student. If you are 
having trouble with any of the concepts or material covered in the course, you are 
welcome and encouraged to stop by my office (FAC 413) at any time during my office 
hours (See Blackboard).  If you can’t make it then, please call or email me and I’ll be 
happy to schedule an appointment with you at a different time.  Also, for writing 
assistance, help with study skills, note-taking, and a myriad of other academic 
assistance services, please visit The Learning Center (TLC) (located in the Academic 
Advising and Retention Center, DUC-A330).
TLC tutors in most major undergraduate subjects and course levels throughout the 
week . To make an appointment, or to request a tutor for a specific class, call 745-6254 
or stop by DUC A330. Log on to TLC’s website at www.wku.edu/tlc 
<http://www.wku.edu/tlc> to find out more. TLC hours: M-Thur. 8am-9pm, Fri. 8am-
4pm, Sat.-Closed, and Sundays 4pm-9pm

Class Schedule
Tuesday, Jan 27 Introduction to the Course

Thursday, Jan 29 The Origins of Art  Chapter 1

Tuesday, Feb 3 Ancient Mesopotamia I (Sumerians and Akkadians)  Chapter 2

Thursday, Feb 5 Ancient Mesopotamia II (Babylonians, Assyrians, and After)

Tuesday, Feb 10 Ancient Egypt I  Chapter 3



Thursday, Feb 12 Ancient Egypt II

Tuesday, Feb 17 Crete, Mycenae, and Archaic Greece  Chapters 4&5

Thursday, Feb 19 Greek Art and Architecture during the Classical Period I

Tuesday, Feb 24 Greek Art and Architecture during the Classical Period II

Thursday, Feb 26 Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic World

Tuesday, March 3 Buddhist and Hindu Art of South Asia  Chapter 6

Thursday, March 5 Ancient China and Japan  Chapters 7&8

Tuesday, March 10—NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK

Thursday, March 12—NO CLASS—SPRING BREAK

Tuesday, March 17 MIDTERM REVIEW

Thursday, March 19 MIDTERM

Tuesday, March 24 The Etruscans and the Early Roman Republic  Chapters 9&10

Thursday, March 26 The Roman Empire I

Tuesday, March 31 The Roman Empire II

Thursday, April 2 Early Christian Art  Chapter 11

Tuesday, April 7 The Glory of Byzantium  Chapter 12

Thursday, April 9 The Formation of Islamic Art  Chapter 13

Tuesday, April 14 Islamic Art and the Silk Road

Thursday, April 16 Islamic Art in the Age of Empires

Tuesday, April 21 The Americas Before 1300  Chapter 14

Thursday, April 23 Art of Sub-Saharan Africa  Chapter 15

Tuesday, April 28 Early Medieval Art  Chapter 16

Thursday, April 30 The Romanesque Period;  PAPER DUE;  Chapters 17&18

Tuesday, May 5 The Gothic Period  Chapter 19

Thursday, May 7 FINAL EXAM REVIEW



Tuesday, May 12, 3:45PM—5:45PM—FINAL EXAM


