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Social Studies Education – Initial Preparation 

Annual Program Report  

Academic Year 2008-09 

 

1. Continuous Assessment Results 

 

a. Admission Data  

 

Nothing useful to report here. 

 

b. Course Based Assessment Data  

 

 Assessment results from our senior seminar are analyzed each year and reinforce our conclusion 

that increased writing requirements are effective. 

 

c. Clinical Experiences Data – Be sure to include dispositions assessment results, P-12 student 

diversity statistics, and results of efforts to ensure all candidates work with diverse students.  

 

The scores of 100% in two reports on Content Knowledge and in Values and Professional 

Disposition are both impressive and encouraging. The 97.5 % aggregate score on working with 

diverse students is also significant. 

 

d. Culminating Assessment Data – Be sure to include impact on P-12 student learning data. 

 

The scores on the 10 KTS assessments and 5 Values assessments are all above 80%, with the areas 

most needing improvement being Assessment, technology, Reflection, and leadership. 

 

e. Exit and Follow Up Data (including Praxis II results)  

 

The most recent cohort’s pass rate on Praxis II of 100% in Content Knowledge and 95% in 

Interpretation of Materials continues to be impressive. Western students scored above the state and 

national averages in 5 of the 6 Praxis II content tests and in the sixth, Behavioral Sciences, tied the 

state average and scored one point below the national average. Because this one area constitutes 

such a small portion of our content, this is not particularly significant statistically. Scoring three 

points above the state average in U.S. History, Government, Geography, and Economics is very 

impressive. The numbers of students scoring in the first two quartiles on PRAXIS II tests is a 

concern, but given the overall pass rate, this is difficult to interpret. 

 

2. Summary of Results  

 

See comments under 1d above. 

 

3. Efforts to report and disseminate your results  

 

The History Department has discussed assessment results in several meetings and focused on 

improving writing skills in order to strengthen students’ overall abilities to handle course content. 
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4. Summarize key discussions and/or decisions made based on assessment results: 

 

a. Describe any assessment or data collection changes you have made/will make based on your 

assessment results.  

 

b. Describe any program curriculum or experience changes you have made/will make based on 

your assessment results.  

 

In response to course-based assessment data from our senior seminar, the History Department 

has instituted more rigorous writing requirements in the past two years and we expect that to 

increase scores on Praxis II. 

 

c. Describe any decisions about group/individual student progress you have made/will make 

based on your assessment results. 

 


