UofL - WKU

 Doctoral Degree Candidates

Commencement Participation Information
General

1. Doctoral degree candidates apply for the degree through UofL, not through WKU.  Application deadlines are listed on the UofL web-site.  The UofL degree application fee does not include rental of academic regalia; therefore, regalia must be rented or purchased.

2. Doctoral degree candidates may participate in the UofL ceremony, the WKU ceremony, or both ceremonies.

3. Doctoral degree candidates may participate in WKU's fall commencement ceremony if all course requirements are complete and the dissertation is successfully defended no later than 

November 10.  Students may participate in WKU's spring commencement ceremony if all course requirements are complete and the dissertation is successfully defended no later than April 10.

Be sure to check UofL’s deadlines for completion, as they may be different from WKU’s. 

4. The diploma, issued by UofL, will state "The University of Louisville, in cooperation with Western Kentucky University.”  Students who receive a diploma that does not include WKU's name should contact UofL's Registrar's Office to notify them of the error.

Academic Regalia

1. Because UofL has special regalia, candidates who plan to participate in the UofL ceremony must rent or purchase academic regalia from UofL.  Consult the UofL commencement web-site at www.louisville.edu/commencement/ for information.

2. Those planning to participate in the WKU commencement may rent or purchase academic regalia from the WKU Store by calling (270) 745-2466 or they may make arrangements with UofL to use the UofL regalia.

The WKU Ceremony

1. Doctoral students are hooded during the WKU commencement.

2. The committee chair is typically the person to hood the graduate.

3. Doctoral students who plan to participate in the WKU commencement should complete the attached Commencement Participation Confirmation form and submit it to the WKU Office of Doctoral Studies according to the deadline dates printed on the form.

4. After verifying with UofL that students are eligible for graduation, the Office of Doctoral Studies will the submit the completed form to the WKU Office of the Registrar.

5. Specific information about participation in the ceremony will be provided by the Office of the Registrar upon receipt of the completed Commencement Participation Confirmation form.

6. Consult the WKU Commencement web-site www.wku.edu/Dept/Support/AcadAffairs/Registrar for general information about commencement, or you may contact the WKU Office of the Registrar at (270) 745-5432 for more specific information about the participation of doctoral degree candidates in commencement.

