Business Economics

A Business Economics major combines economic theory with business strategy, preparing students to
analyze markets, evaluate business decisions, and solve complex organizational challenges. Students
develop a strong foundation in microeconomics, macroeconomics, quantitative analysis, finance, and
business operations while learning how economic principles influence corporate decision-making.
Graduates are well-prepared for careers in business, finance, consulting, and government where
analytical thinking and data-driven decision making are essential.

Typical Industry Sectors:

«» Corporate Business and Industry
«» Financial Services and Banking
< Consulting

«» Government and Public Policy
«» Market Research and Analytics

Entry-Level Job Title Examples:
«* Business Analyst

«» Financial Analyst

«*» Economic Analyst

% Market Research Analyst

«» Operations Analyst

< Pricing Analyst

«» Supply Chain Analyst

<+ Risk Analyst

< Management Consultant (Analyst)
<+ Corporate Planning Analyst

Skills Needed (Hard):

< Business and Economic Data Analysis

<+ Financial Analysis and Forecasting

< Economic Modeling

«*» Microsoft Excel and Spreadsheet Proficiency

<+ Business Intelligence and Data Visualization Tools

Skills Needed (Soft):

+» Critical Thinking & Problem-Solving
< Analytical Reasoning

< Communication

+» Decision-Making

< Teamwork and Collaboration
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Further Education/Training:

While a bachelor's degree in Business Economics provides excellent preparation for many analytical
and business careers, additional certifications or graduate education can strengthen career
opportunities. Certifications such as the Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA), Certified Management
Accountant (CMA), or Financial Modeling & Valuation Analyst (FMVA) are valuable for students
pursuing finance and corporate strategy roles. Graduate degrees such as an MBA, Master's in
Economics, Finance, Business Analytics, or Public Policy can also open doors to leadership and
specialized positions.

Student and National Organizations to Join:

%+ National Association for Business Economics (NABE) — Provides networking, career resources,
conferences, and professional development for students interested in business economics.

«» American Economic Association (AEA) — Offers publications, conferences, scholarships, and career
resources for economics students and professionals.

«» WKU Economics Club — Connects students with faculty, alumni, guest speakers, and networking
opportunities while promoting professional development.

< Omicron Delta Epsilon (ODE) — International honor society recognizing academic excellence in
economics.

«» Association for Business Economics and Finance (ABEF) (if available through WKU or regionally) or
Beta Gamma Sigma (for eligible business students) — Provides leadership development, networking
opportunities, and recognition for academic achievement.
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