The Trouble with Socialism is that People Don’t Want to Starve to Death
When people hear of countries facing food shortages, they often assume some natural disaster – a flood, a drought, a hurricane/typhoon, or even an earthquake.  In reality the single biggest reason for food shortages is socialism.
Looking at the Heritage Foundation’s rank of economic freedom we find these six countries ranking last:

174 Venezuela, 175 Burma, 176 Eritrea, 177 Cuba, 178 Zimbabwe, 179 North Korea

What these countries have in common (other than their unwillingness to allow the private sector to create wealth) is that they constantly face food shortages.  Zimbabwe used to be the number one food producer in Africa, now people are starving.  Venezuela has oceans of oil resources and now even they are facing food (and power) shortages.

Here’s a great article on the recent food problems in Venezuela (from the UK) Chavez pushes Venezuela into food war.
In the article, Chavez is quoted as saying, ”Socialism is necessarily better than capitalism across the board and, that's what we're proving."  Mr. Chavez’s socialist experiment is definitely proving something, but it is the exact opposite of what he says.  Hugo Chavez is giving the rest of the world yet another lesson in how socialism results in the starvation of poor people.
Over the last year in Venezuela, food prices have risen 41%.  Venezuela is the only South American country currently in recession.  It’s -5.8% growth rate in the first quarter is indicative of Hugo’s race toward full blown socialism at break neck speed.  He has spent the last year nationalizing more and more companies and confiscating their wealth.  Just this week he announced he would confiscate US owned oil rigs there.
Their economy is getting poorer as food prices are rapidly increasing.  To make matters worse, Venezuela has the 4th highest murder rate in the world only behind Colombia, South Africa, and Jamaica.  (For that matter part of Colombia’s murder problem stems from Mr. Chavez’s support of the FARC narco-bandits there.)  Murders, kidnappings, and food shortages, oh my!  That is a socialist nirvana.
Socialism is all fun and games until people start starving – just ask the millions of Chinese who starved to death under Mao.  (Oh wait, you can’t), any North Korean or Zimbabwean, or someone from the former Soviet Union.  Unfortunately you can now add Venezuelans to the list.
