South Africa Should Replicate Zimbabwe’s Policies?; or, Politicians would be funny as court jesters if only they stopped killing people first
Zimbabwe is a wreck.  Their unemployment rate is over 90%.  At least a quarter of their country’s citizens have fled to South Africa.  Their national debt is off the charts; their currency is as worthless as their leader, Robert Mugabe.  I was in Zimbabwe last month.  I bought some Zimbabwe cash from a guy on the street.  I bought $10 million bills, $50 billion bills, $100 trillion bills, etc.  I guess they thought that issuing quadrillion dollar bills would be “silly” so they lopped off zeros and started the printing process all over.

From an economic standpoint, the story of Zimbabwe is one of the saddest ever told.  Zimbabwe went from being the bread basket of Africa, to being the poorest country in the world.  How did it get this bad?

A new documentary, Mugabe and the White African, illustrates some of the story.  Robert Mugabe decided it would be a great idea to kill white people and take their stuff.  His race war has succeeded in killing people and taking their stuff (while the “international community” just sat and watched the genocide).
Taking wealth, and creating wealth, however, are two different beasts, and the Mugabe regime only excels at the first.  In his wake, Robert Mugabe has left death and destruction, which is why recent comments from Julius Malema, the leader of the African National Congress (ANC) youth league, seem absolutely incredible.  Malema, a leading South African politician recently went to Zimbabwe to praise the efforts of Mr. Mugabe.  Mr. Malema suggested that Mugabe finish off the remaining white people in Zimbabwe and stated that South Africa should follow Zimbabwe’s lead in taking property from whites.  Combine this with Melema’s love of singing “Kill the Boer” and you have to start to wonder what planet we are indeed on.
There are two ways for an individual to get wealthier.  They can create wealth or they can take it from someone else who has created it.  When governments set up the rules of the game to encourage taking rather than making, an economy, and the citizens therein, are cooked.  

The problem is that concentrating on redistribution rather than wealth creation is the hallmark of governments everywhere, not just in Africa.  The US government, particularly following the Supreme Court Case, Kelo vs. New London, has American citizens in the pot.  People’s property can be taken for private “economic development”.  Now the government is gradually increasing the temperature (printing money, running up debt, redistributing income, regulating wealth creators, etc.) in an effort to cook citizens slowly.  Sure citizens may start noticing the rising temperature of the water around them, but the government will just claim it is due to global warming.
Civilization was born in Africa. Let’s not let it die there.  Let’s certainly not duplicate Zimbabwe’s policies here.  Remember, a goose cooked by flamethrower or slow boil, is still cooked.
