Sure health care may be responsible for around 17% of the US economy, so reforming it is a big deal, but there is one aspect of health care reform that trumps all others by multiple orders of magnitude.  That is the individual mandate to buy health insurance.  The mandate itself isn’t even the big deal.  It’s the required interpretation of the US constitution that the mandate assumes that would impoverish the US.

Following World War II we saw many Western European countries embrace ever larger government intervention in their economies.  (Eastern Europe under communism went for the whole government hog).  They nationalized “key” industries, created cradle to grave welfare states, increased government regulations, raised taxes, went into deep debt, and subsequently slowed down their economic growth making themselves much poorer than their American cousins.
While the size of government most certainly has increased in the US since WW II, (see President Johnson’s Great Society programs), the US model of a limited federal government set it apart from Europe.  The model wasn’t new.  The Founding Fathers of the US Constitution created a limited federal government on purpose.  They had plenty of experience from Europe to show why strong centralized governments were bad for people.  In that light they set up a system of states that get to compete with each other for citizens.  This competition is exactly what makes the US unique.  
When US states place high taxes and regulations on businesses those businesses move to other states.  This competitive process works to promote economic growth and preserve liberty.  The fastest way to replace capitalism with government control of the economy is to take away competition among the US states.  If only one state impoverishes itself through excessive government control, people will notice.  If, however, we can make everyone in the US poor, maybe we won’t notice it at all.
Here is the biggest problem with the current health care reform legislation.  If the US Supreme Court finds that the federal government can make people buy a specific product, then the powers of the federal government are not finite and enumerated, but infinite.  The American experiment was not an experiment set forth to see what could be accomplished with infinite power granted a federal government.  European kings already had infinite power.  The whole point of the American experiment was to see what would happen if the powers of a federal government were finite and enumerated.  
Yes, it was an experiment.  If the Supreme Court upholds the current health care bill, the American experiment is over.  We might as well rejoin the United Kingdom, fly the Union Jack, join the European Union, learn not to work, save, or invest, and complain that the government isn’t giving us what we are owed.
