PPE 498 : Senior Seminar 		NEW COURSE PROPOSAL 
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Section 1: Proponent Contact Information

1.1 Name/Title:  Michael J. Seidler, Professor of Philosophy  
1.2 Email address:  michael.seidler@wku.edu 
1.3 Phone #:  270-745-5756 (o)  /  270-320-0895 (c) 

Section 2: Course Catalog Information 

2.1 Course prefix (subject area) and number:  PPE 498

2.2 Course title:  Senior Seminar 

2.3 Abbreviated course title:  Senior Seminar 

2.4 Credit hours/Variable credit: 3 cr hrs

2.5 Repeatability: N/A 

2.6 Course Catalog Description:  As the capstone element for the PPE major, this seminar-style course uses curriculum reviews, directed readings, and individual research projects to explore the interdisciplinary nature of particular problems in philosophy, politics, and economics. 

2.7 Prerequisite/Corequisite courses: N/A 

2.8 Additional Enrollment Requirements:  senior standing, within two semesters of graduation 

2.9 Other Special Course Requirements: N/A 

Section 3: Description of proposed course 

3.1  Course Content Summary:  The following exemplify basic themes from which actual course topics will be selected.  The course will be taught in rotation, in common format, by professors from the three cooperating departments.  It will be jointly adapted and revised as needed to provide and continuous and consistent capstone experience.  The classroom format will be seminar-style, with assigned readings, videos, presentations, and discussions.  Its overarching goal is to review various ideas, theories, skills, and outlooks encountered in each of the three disciplinary areas, and to bring them to bear on some concrete contemporary problems. 

	
political legitimacy 
	authority & obligation 
	forms of government 
	administrative models & methods 
	political participation 
	goverment & civil society 
game theory & rational choice 
	possessive individualism 
	zero-sum decisions 
	cost-benefit analysis 
	public vs. private good/s 
collective action 
	logic of collective action 
	individual & collective persons 
	the evolution of social norms 
	public choice: acting as/for a whole  
	free rider problem 
citizenship & voting 
	political participation 
	majority rule(s) 
	politics & wealth 
	inclusion and exclusion (immigration) 
	drawing boundaries (intra-national & inter-national) 
property & possession 
	types of property	
	ownership models 
	limits & restrictions of ownership 
	labor & capital 
	financial & political power 
	monopolies & monarchies 
money & markets 
	market efficiency & fairness 
	governments & markets 
	markets on the margin (sex, drugs, organs, sweatshops) 
	consumerism 
	price and other values 
freedom & paternalism 
commerce, war & peace 
cosmopolitanism / internationalism / globalism 
	philosophical 
	political / legal 
	economic / commercial 
justice & fairness 
	theories of justice 
	utilitarianism 
	taxation & other social obligations 
	equality & inequality 
ethics of allocation & distribution 

3.2	Learning Outcomes :  Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to show the following : 

	(a)  a capacity to think in an informed, analytical, and critical manner about societal 
      goals, values, and institutions; 
(b) an ability to discern, articulate, and assess concrete interactions between political
      and economic structures and processes; 
(c)  specific reasoning skills such as logical de/construction, argumentative strategy, data 
      analysis, statistical modeling, and contextual comparison; 
(d)  the connections between different types of values and social institutions, and how these 
       interact to influence concrete policy outcomes; 
(e)  a multi-disciplinary approach to problem-solving in the public sphere; 
(f)  the research, writing, and speaking skills needed for graduate study, careers related to 
      public service, and/or creative work in the private sector. 

3.3 Assessment / Evaluation:  Students will be expected to attend class prepared to discuss assign, complete short writing assignments, and complete a final paper.  Class discussion and short writing assignments will be evaluated to assess student understanding of topics and current problems involving the intersection of philosophical, political, and economic issues.  Students will also be expected to complete a final paper as part of their capstone experience where they will integrate materials from the three areas of the major.  Faculty will also have the discretion to incorporate student presentations as part of the course assessment and evaluation process. 

Section 4: Rationale 

4.1	Reason for developing this proposed course:  An upper-division capstone course is needed for the new PPE major currently being proposed – for both pedagogical and assessment reasons.  Dozens of universities across the country, as well as internationally, offer PPE majors.  Most if not all of them (including : Denison U., Claremont McKenna College, George Mason U., Suffolk U., Virginia Tech, Minnesota State U. at Mankato, LaSalle U., and Transylvania U.) have some kind of senior experience or capstone course such as this.  |  The course serves the university goals of integrating “rigorous academic programs in ... the liberal arts & sciences ... and business,” achieving “a holistic learning experience,” developing “public accountability for actions and outcomes,” and contributing to “economic development, quality of life, ... [and] the solution of key social economic, scientific, health, and environmental problems” – both regionally and more broadly. 

4.2	Relationship to similar courses offered by other WKU departments / units:  Given the uniqueness of the new PPE program as a whole, and the course’s place within it, there are no similar courses in other departments with which it might directly compete. 


Section 5: Projected Enrollments/Resources
5.1  Enrollments: Students per section?  10-15 (initially) 
5.2  Enrollments: Sections per academic year?  one (1)
5.3  Enrollments: Students per academic year?  10-15 (initially, until the major grows) 
5.4  Supporting evidence/data for these projection:  
An institutional report was run regarding the number of WKU students from Fall 2005 to Spring 2016 who majored in at least one of the three subject areas while holding a second major or minor in a second of the three areas.  

The results are as follows:
			Fall		Spring
2005		12
2006		  8		11	
2007		12		10
2008		18		14
2009		16		24
2010		20		18
2011		16		20
2012		16		20
2013		14		18
2014		21		22
2015		15		22
2016				17

Over the last decade at WKU between 8 and 24 students a semester have been officially part of at least two of the three programs that make up the PPE major.  Surveying current WKU student opinion from those who currently fall into this framework indicates that a majority of students who currently formally study in at least two of the subject areas would immediately convert to the PPE major.

As the PPE major is an internationally recognized field of study, it is possible that the creation of the major attracts students who were otherwise interested in only one of the fields to move over to the PPE major.  Initial estimated demand for the major is between 10 and 16 students.

5.5  Proposed method of staffing:  No additional staff are needed since all of the courses for the major besides PPE 498 are already offered.  PPE 498 itself will rotate among the Philosophy, Politics, and Economics departments, so that each will need to contribute only three credit hours every three years. 
5.6  Instructional technology resources:  N/A (i.e., YES)  
 
5.7  Library resources:  (YES)  The course will serve as capstone class for a new inter-disciplinary major in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE).  All other courses in that major already exist, and the Senior Seminar course will require few additional resources beside those already available for these other courses.  See the attached Library Resources Form. 

Section 6: Proposed term for implementation:  As soon as possible.  It will be offered following the implementation of the proposed PPE major.

Section 7:	Approval Flow Dates: 

PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION DEPT (proposing)  ---------------  22 October 2017 
DEPT OF POLITICS (collaborating)  ----------------------------   6  November 2017
DEPT OF ECONOMICS (collaborating) -------------------------  10 November 2017
PCAL Curriculum Committee ---------------------------------   
Gordon Ford Curriculum Committee-------------------------
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee -------------------   
University Senate -----------------------------------------------   
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