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Use this page to list learning outcomes, measurements, and summarize results for your program.  Detailed information must be completed in the subsequent pages. 

Student Learning Outcome 1:  Students will demonstrate entry level competence in physical therapy knowledge and clinical skills. 
Instrument 1 National physical therapy examination (NPTE)    

 

Instrument 2  

DPT Comprehensive Exam (DPT-CE) 

Instrument 3  

Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI) 

Instrument 4  

Based on your results, circle or highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 1. 

  
Met Not Met 

Student Learning Outcome 2:  Students will demonstrate integrity, ethics, professional behaviors, and empathetic attitudes in their practices. 
Instrument 1 

 

Clinical Performance Instrument Professional Practice Item # 2 – Professional Behaviors 

Instrument 2 

 

Clinical Performance Instrument Professional Practice Item # 3 – Accountability 

Instrument 3 

 

 

Based on your results, circle or highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 2. 

  
Met Not Met 

Student Learning Outcome 3:  Students will effectively disseminate the results of scholarly activity in local, regional, national, and/or international venues. 
 

Instrument 1 

 

Oral presentation of research, DPT 790 

Instrument 2 

 

Oral presentation of research, DPT 785 

Instrument 3  

Based on your results, circle or highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 3. 

  
Met Not Met 

Program Summary (Briefly summarize the action and follow up items from your detailed responses on subsequent pages.)   

Measurement instruments for SLO 1 were selected to provide triangulation of assessment of student’s entry level competence in physical therapy knowledge and clinical skills 

from a national board examination, department comprehensive examination and observation during clinical internships.  Success targets were met by all three instruments 

supporting the attainment of SLO 1.  Actions on SLO 1 are to revise the DPT-CE the be reflective of content taught by current faculty.  For SLO 2, students were assessed with 

the Clinical Performance Instrument (CPI) to ensure that a student’s ability to demonstrate ethics, integrity, professionalism and empathetic attitudes translates from what is 

learned in the didactic curriculum to clinical practice.  Actions for SLO are to include the Professional Behavior standard in all DPT syllabi, to review the development of 

professional behaviors at mid-term advisement in didactic semesters and to monitor student progress on CPI indicators across the four clinical experience courses.  SLO 3 was 
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assessed with a revised rubric for measurement instrument 1, allowing this instrument to be a direct  measure of student learning.  Action for SLO 3 is to pilot a new measurement 

instrument for potential implementation in AY 21-20. 
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Student Learning Outcome 1 

 
Student Learning Outcome  Students will demonstrate entry level competence in physical therapy knowledge and clinical skills. 

 

Measurement Instrument 1  

 

 

Direct measures of student learning:   The NPTE is developed by the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT) to assess 

entry-level competence.  All graduates from an accredited program of physical therapy are required to take and pass the NPTE before 

becoming licensed as a physical therapist.  The NPTE consists of 200 items that cover the major areas of physical therapy practice reflected 

in 4 content areas and 5 body systems.   

Criteria for Student Success Program graduates will pass the NPTE within 18-months of graduation. 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 

85% (Class of 2020: 25/29) Percent of Program 

Achieving Target 

As of 9/1/20, 27/29 students had taken the 

NPTE with 27/27 achieving a passing score. 

Final results will be available in Oct 2020 

Methods  DPT program graduates register to take the NPTE at specific testing centers.  DPT Graduates typically register to take the exam in July 

following their May graduation.  This year, due to COVID-19, FSBPT cancelled the exam scheduled for April which decreased seat 

availability in July.  Thus, not all of WKY DPT graduates were able to take the exam in July 2020 and official results from FSBPT was not 

available in the typical timeframe.  The data analyzed for this report are from unofficial data.  When the official report is available, The DPT 

Department Chair will review the official report to determine the number and percent of graduates who attain a passing score on the NPTE 

examination. 

Measurement Instrument 2 
 

Direct measures of student learning:  The DPT-CE is a computer-based, multiple choice, timed examination developed by DPT faculty.  

The examination format follows the NPTE format, consisting of 200 items covering 4 content areas and 5 body systems.   The content is 

comprehensive and items are drawn from each course in the curriculum.  Items are linked to each content area following the blueprint of the 

NPTE 

Criteria for Student Success 

 

At the end of the program, students should achieve an average score of 70% or greater on the DPT-CE. 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

100% Percent of Program 

Achieving Target 

100% 

Methods 

 

 

The DPT-CE is administered as a component of DPT 790 (PT Seminar) which is the last didactic course in the curriculum and is offered in 

the final semester of the 3-year DPT curriculum, after students have completed all clinical education experiences.    The DPT-CE is 

administered to the cohort in a computer lab over a timed 4-hour period using Blackboard learning management system (LMS).   Upon 

conclusion of the DPT-CE, immediate and automatic scoring of each student’s performance occurs the LMS.   The DPT Program 

Coordinator of Assessment and Student Success and the DPT Department Chair calculates the percentage score for each student from 

Blackboard raw scores and reviews the percentage scores to determine the number and percent of students that achieve a passing score.  

Students are able to take the exam up to 3 times during DPT 790.  If a passing score is not attained after 3 attempts, the student receives an 

incomplete in DPT 790 and is referred to the DPT Academic Review Committee. 

Measurement Instrument 3 
 

Direct measures of student learning.  The CPI is an assessment tool developed by the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) for 

use in quantifying student performance in the clinical environment against entry-level expectations of a licensed physical therapist.  The CPI 

contains 18 distinct criteria of behaviors and actions expected of a physical therapist in clinical practice.  Items 1-6 pertain to measures of 

Professional Practice while items 7-18 pertain to Patient Management.  Students are assessed by clinical faculty/instructors (CI) on their 

performance at mid-term and completion of each clinical experience using Liker rankings with “beginning” on the left (or low) end of the 

scale and “beyond entry-level” on the right (or upper) end of the scale.  Clinical instructors provide direct supervision and clinical instruction 

of DPT students during full time clinical educational experiences under agreement between WKU and affiliating sites to which the CI’s are 
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employed.  Prior to commencing clinical supervision and instruction, CI’s complete online training developed for the APTA in use of the 

CPI and are required to pass a competency assessment.  CPI software coverts the Likert rankings to numeric scores of 0-21, where entry-

level corresponds to scores of 17-20 and beyond entry level performance corresponds to a score of 21.   

Criteria for Student Success 

 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

100 Percent of Program 

Achieving Target 

100% 

Methods 

 

 

 

CPI-Web is an online database of student evaluation data input by CI’s and students during clinical education experiences.  Final CPI 

rankings of items 7-18 by CI’s during the last two clinical experiences (DPT 753, DPT 754) are used to assessment SLO 1.  CPI scores range 

from 0-21, where  entry-level corresponds to scores of 17-20 and beyond entry level performance corresponds to a score of 21.  The Director 

of Clinical Education downloads the relevant data from CPI-web into an Excel workbook for analysis.  For each item examined, the number 

and percent of students achieving a score of 17 or higher is calculated.  The data is stored in the WKU-DPT shared drive to which access is 

limited to DPT faculty and staff. 

Measurement Instrument 4  

 

 

Direct measures of student learning:  The PEAT is a timed, computer-based, multiple choice practice exam developed by the Federation 

of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT).  By using the same format (4 content areas and 5 body systems) and type of questions (250 

total questions distributed in each content area and body system as the NPTE) as the actual NPTE, the PEAT provides a method to assess 

student physical therapy knowledge. 

Criteria for Student Success At the end of the program, students should achieve an “Estimated NPTE Range” estimate with the highest score in the range at or above 600. 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 

85% (25/29) Percent of Program 

Achieving Target 

68.9% (20/29) 

 

Methods  WKU DPT department purchases the PEAT for each student enrolled in the program.  The PEAT is administered as a component of DPT 

790 (PT Seminar) which is the last didactic course in the curriculum.  DPT 790 is offered in the final semester of the 3-year DPT curriculum, 

after students have completed all clinical education experiences.  The PEAT is administered to the cohort in a computer lab over a timed 5-

hour period.  Upon completion of the PEAT, immediate and automatic scoring of each student’s performance occurs.  An aggregate 

performance report of the cohort is generated from the PEAT software.  The DPT Program Coordinator of Assessment and Student Success 

and the DPT Department Chair review the “Estimated NPTE Range” for each student to determine the number and percent of students in 

which the highest total scale score in the range is 600 or greater.    

  

Based on your results, highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 1. 

  
Met Not Met 

Actions (Describe the decision-making process and actions for program improvement.  The actions should include a timeline.) 

Results were discussed during the faculty meeting held at the beginning of the AY 20-21.  For Measures 1-3, no action was needed and the program will continue to use these 

measures in that results are also reported for program accreditation purposes.  Although Measure 4 did not meet the success target of 85%, students who did not achieve the target 

did pass the NPTE exam on the first attempt, which is the primary educational determinate for licensure as a physical therapist in all US states.  Thus, the faculty decided to 

remove the PEAT as a measure of SLO 1 and to continue its use in DPT 790 as a mechanism through which students self-assess their readiness to take the NPTE and develop a 

study plan to target content areas in which their individual scores are not within the estimated NPTE range to pass.   

DPT faculty reviewed the blueprint for the DPT-CE, measurement instrument 2, and determined that 3 prior faculty had provided exam items which may not be reflective of 

courses that are currently taught by new faculty.  It was recommended that the new faculty review the exam items within the DPT-CE related to courses in which they are the 

primary instructors to determine if the items appropriately assess course content as it is now instructed. 

Follow-Up (Provide your timeline for follow-up.  If follow-up has occurred, describe how the actions above have resulted in program improvement.) 

Measure 1 will be completed when the official scores on the NPTE are provided by FSBPT with an estimated timeline of October 2020.  DPT-CE item review by new faculty 

will be completed with item revisions as appropriate by March 2021 for implementation in the May 2021 for the AY 20-21 assessment.  

Next Assessment Cycle Plan (Please describe your assessment plan timetable for this outcome) 
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SLO 1 will be assessed in May 2021 with data review completed by August 2021.  Measurement instruments will be the NPTE, DPT-CE and the CPI (items 7-18). The Department 

Chair and the chair of DPT Assessment committed will review data collected from the NPTE and DPT-CE, while the DPT Director of Clinical Education will review data from 

the CPI. 

Student Learning Outcome 2 

Student Learning Outcome  Students will demonstrate integrity, ethics, professionalism, and empathetic attitudes in their practices. 

Measurement Instrument 1 Direct measure of student learning.  Item 2, Professional Behaviors, of the CPI was selected to track SLO 2 based on the sample behaviors 

used to guide the assessment of student competence in their ability to “demonstrate professional behavior in all situations”. These behaviors 

include “demonstrates integrity in all interactions” and “exhibits caring, compassion, and empathy in providing services to patients”. 

Criteria for Student Success Students will be “entry-level” on criterion item 2, professional behaviors, at the completion of the final clinical experience. 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 

100% Percent of Program Achieving Target 100% 

Methods  Final CPI rankings of item 2 by the clinical faculty/instructors during the terminal clinical experience (DPT 754) is used to assessment SLO 

2.  CPI scores range from 0-21, where  entry-level corresponds to scores of 17-20 and beyond entry level performance corresponds to a score 

of 21.  The Director of Clinical Education downloads the relevant data from CPI-web into an Excel workbook for analysis.  The number and 

percent of students achieving a score of 17 or higher on item 2 is calculated.  The data is stored in the WKU-DPT shared drive to which 

access is limited to DPT faculty and staff. 

Measurement Instrument 2 
 

Direct measure of student learning.  Item 3, Accountability, of the CPI was selected to track SLO 2 based on the sample behaviors used to 

guide the assessment of student competence in the ability to “practice in a manner consistent with established legal and professional 

standards and ethical guidelines”.   

Criteria for Student Success 

 

Students will be “entry-level” on criterion item 3, accountability, at the completion of the final clinical experience. 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

100% Percent of Program Achieving Target 100% 

Methods 

 

Final CPI rankings of item 3 by the clinical faculty/instructors during the terminal clinical experience (DPT 754) is used to assessment SLO 

2.  The Director of Clinical Education downloads the relevant data from CPI-web into an Excel workbook for analysis.  The number and 

percent of students achieving a score of 17 or higher on item 2 is calculated.  The data is stored in the WKU-DPT shared drive to which 

access is limited to DPT faculty and staff. 

Measurement Instrument 3 
 

 

Criteria for Student Success 

 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 Percent of Program Achieving Target  

Methods 

 

 

 

Based on your results, circle or highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 2. 

  
Met Not Met 

Actions (Describe the decision-making process and actions planned for program improvement.  The actions should include a timeline.) 
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Results were reviewed during the end of AY 19-20 faculty meeting in May 2020.  The success target was met on both measurement instruments.   

Follow-Up (Provide your timeline for follow-up.  If follow-up has occurred, describe how the actions above have resulted in program improvement.) 

During the final faculty meeting of AY 19-20, follow-up on an action outlined in the 18-19 DPT SACS-COC report occurred with faculty deciding that a measurement instrument 

for SLO 2 was not indicated for the didactic component of the curriculum.  Faculty will continue to use the DPT Professional Behaviors statement in didactic course syllabi and 

to review each student’s self-assessment of professional behavior development during mid-term advisement in all semesters involving only didactic coursework. 

 

The measurement instruments used for SLO2 are administered when the cohort is in the final, DPT 754, clinical education component of the curriculum.  The Director and 

Associate Director of Clinical Education review the CPI during clinical education courses DPT 751, 752, 753 to ensure that all students are progressing appropriately toward entry 

level on CPI indicators 2 and 3 which has contributed towards the 100% of students achieving the target.   

 

 

 

Next Assessment Cycle Plan (Please describe your assessment plan timetable for this outcome) 

SLO2 will be assess in May 2021 for all students completing DPT 754 in spring semester 2021.  The Director of Clinical Education will review CPI indicators 2 and 3 from all 

students and report the data to the Program Chair.   

 

 

Student Learning Outcome 3 
Student Learning Outcome  Students will disseminate the results of scholarly activity in local, regional, national, and/or international venues. 

 

Measurement Instrument 1 Direct measure of student learning.    A requirement of DPT 790 (Physical Therapy Seminar) students are required to effectively conduct 

an oral presentation of their completed research project in a local professional meeting and to respond to questions from DPT faculty and 

session attendees.   

Criteria for Student Success Students should attain an average score of  ≥ 6 (good -slightly above average, small number of improvements possible) across all items on 

the DPT 790 Oral Exam Rubric from all faculty raters.  For each criterion, rubric scores range from 0 (very poor) to 10 (superior- far above 

average, no improvements needed).   

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 

100% Percent of Program Achieving Target 100% 

Methods  All DPT faculty were present for each student research presentation at the Western District Physical Therapy Spring Meeting held via Zoom 

Meetings in May 2020.   Using DPT 790 Research Presentation Rubric, faculty evaluated students on the ability to clearly articulate the 

background information, project methodology, data analysis and results, clinical implication of findings, and responses to faculty/audience 

questions.  For each criterion, rubric scores range from 0 (very poor) to 10 (superior- far above average, no improvements needed).  The 

DPT department chair reviewed the rubric scores for each student to determine the percentage of students achieving the criteria for success. 

Measurement Instrument 2 
 

Direct measure of student learning.  The DPT curriculum includes five research courses offered in sequence over the three-year program.  

Across this course sequence, students work with faculty mentors to complete a research project.  DPT 785 (Research in Physical Therapy V) 

is the final course in this sequence and is offered in fall semester of year 3.  In DPT 785, students were required to conduct an oral 

presentation of their completed research project and to respond to questions from DPT faculty.   

Criteria for Student Success 

 

Students should attain an average score of  ≥ 1 (proficient) across all items on the DPT 785 Oral Exam Rubric from all faculty raters.  For 

each criterion identified in the rubric, scores ranged from 0-2, where 0=novice, 1=proficient, and 2=excellent). 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

100% Percent of Program Achieving Target 100% 
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Methods 

 

All DPT faculty were present for each student research presentation.   Using DPT 785 Oral Presentation Rubric, faculty evaluated students 

on the ability to clearly articulate the background information, project methodology, data analysis and results, clinical implication of 

findings, and responses to faculty questions.  For each criterion identified in the rubric, scores ranged from 0-2, where 0=novice, 

1=proficient, and 2=excellent).  The research project faculty mentor tabulated rubric scores for each student in their mentor group.  The DPT 

department chair and the assessment chair reviewed the average rubric scores for each student to determine the percentage of students 

achieving the criteria for success. 

Measurement Instrument 3 
 

 

Criteria for Student Success 

 

 

Program Success Target for this Measurement 

 

 Percent of Program Achieving Target  

Methods 

 

 

 

Based on your results, circle or highlight whether the program met the goal Student Learning Outcome 3. 

  
Met Not Met 

Actions (Describe the decision-making process and actions for program improvement.  The actions should include a timeline.) 

Results were reviewed during the end of AY 19-20 faculty meeting in May 2020.  The success target was met on all three measurement instruments.   

 

Action: One new measurement instrument will be pilot tested retrospectively for AY 18-19, 19-20 for feasibility of implementation and to determine the optimal success 

target - Peer Review Acceptance of Scholarly Research as Manuscript Publication or Conference Presentation.   Time-line:  Retrospective data will be gathered and 

analyzed in Fall 2020 and presented for faculty decision of implementation in Jan 2021.   

Follow-Up (Provide your timeline for follow-up.  If follow-up has occurred, describe how the actions above have resulted in program improvement.) 

Follow-up on actions identified in the AY 18-19 report were completed: 

1. The rubric for measurement instrument 2 was updated and will be implemented in Spring 2021.  The original implementation date was Fall 2020, however, the 

related course, DPT 785, was moved to spring 2021 secondary to COVID-19 related curriculum changes. 

2. A rubric was developed to assess student proficiency in disseminating research at a professional meeting and is reflected in measurement instrument 1.  This 

instrument allows a direct assessment of student proficiency in disseminating research at a professional meeting, outside of the classroom setting. 

 

 

 

 

Next Assessment Cycle Plan (Please describe your assessment plan timetable for this outcome) 

SLO 3 will be assessed with both measurement instruments during AY 20-21.  Faculty research mentors will review data collected with measurement instrument 2, and the primary 

course instructor for DPT 790 will review data collected with measurement instrument 1.  The timeline for review of data from both measurement instruments is May 2021. 
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