Problems?  Solutions!  Strategies for Engaging Students with Texts
Bean, J.C. (2001).  Engaging ideas: The professor’s guide to integrating writing, critical thinking, and 
active learning in the classroom.  San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

	Student Difficulties
	Helping Strategies

	Poor reading process
	· Make students responsible for readings not covered in class
· Have students write in response to their readings (reading logs, summaries)
· Require marginal notes (not highlighting)
· Model your own reading process

	Failure to reconstruct arguments as they read
	· Assign written summaries
· Have students create outlines, flowcharts, or diagrams
· Help students with writing “gist statements” in the margins as they read
· Have students write “what it says” and “what it does” statements

	Failure to assimilate the unfamiliar; resistance to uncomfortable or disorienting views
	· Explain this phenomenon to students, point it out to them
· Show the contrast between the students’ point of view and the author’s

	Limited understanding of rhetorical context
	· Create reading guides that provide this information 
· Set the stage for reading (pre-reading activities) – especially necessary for primary resources
· Teach students to ask: Who is the author?  Who is the audience?  What occasion prompted this writing?  What is the author’s purpose?

	Failure to interact with the text
	· Reading response strategies such as reading logs, summary response notebooks, guided journals, marginal notes, reading guides

	Unfamiliarity with cultural codes
	· Create reading guides to help with cultural codes, allusions, historical events
· Show the function of cultural codes by discussing background knowledge needed for a political cartoon or a joke

	Unfamiliar vocabulary
	· Explain the “tiers” of vocabulary to students
· Encourage the dictionary habit, concept definition maps, www.visualthesaurus.com (go beyond memorization of definitions) 
· Include vocabulary introductions in reading guides

	Difficulty with complex syntax
	· Practice helps – guide students through it
· Have students “translate” a troublesome passage into their own words – make several shorter statements from one long one

	Failure to adapt to different types of discourse
	· Explain your own reading process – when to skim, read carefully, read and take notes)
· Explain differences in how you approach various types of texts (textbook versus a primary source, research papers, poems)



Require Students to Interact with Text
· Marginal Notes (note why the passage is important instead of just highlighting)
· Focused Reading Notes
· Reading Logs
· Students Write “What it Says” and “What it Does” Statements
· Summary/Response Notebooks
· Responses to Reading Guides
· Imagined Interviews with the Author
· Summary Writing
· Multiple Choice Quiz Questions Developed by Students
· Writing “Translations”

“What it Says” and “What it Does” Written Statements
· “What it Says” – summarize the paragraph
· “What it Does” – describe the paragraph’s purpose or function (provides evidence for the author’s first point, summarizes an opposing view)
