Eng 401/G Advanced Composition Fall 2007 Web Course

	Eng 401/G Tentative Course Calendar


	WHEN?*
	WHERE?
	WHAT?

	WEEK 1
Thursday

8-30
	Getting started
	Check out information under Start Here, the first navigation button in Blackboard’s navigation bar on the left and follow the instructions.

	
	View/Listen
	“Welcome” and “Orientation” Tegrity files. 

	
	Complete
	· Take Silly Syllabus Fun Quiz posted under Assignments. You must take it repeatedly for the next 7 days until you reach a 90% score. This is a pass-fail assignment that is not going to count towards your final grade, but necessary if you want to stay in this class.
· Student Information Survey posted under Assignments. This is for me to learn more about you.



	WEEK 2
Sunday

9-02
	Important Deadline
	By the end of the first week of classes, you have to confirm that you are participating in the course by completing assignments and making postings as instructed by midnight. If you are delayed for health reasons or family emergencies, you need to let me know via email that you intend to complete the course. If you are a “no show”, you will be dropped from the course.

	
	Read
	· 4G: Preface p. xv; Introduction p. xxiii; 

· Gutkind: “Why I Chose the Creative Nonfiction Way of Life” available at http://www.msupress.msu.edu/journals/fg/gutkind.html
· Check out peers’ homepages on BB, learn their names, send them a nice email about their site, and get to know them. Instructor is not monitoring this activity.

	
	View/Listen/Read
	“How to write reading responses? How to discuss reading materials with group members?” View/Listen/Read before you post your assignment in the group folder. To read, go to Course Documents, Reading Response Guidelines and Sample Reading Responses.

	
	Post in DB

Group Folder
	Reading-responses to 4G and Gutkind. Discuss material with group members. 

	
	Post in DB Personal Folder
	Your personal folder is the forum on DB with your name. Write about your previous experience with creative nonfiction.

	
	Complete
	Informed Consent Form as a research participant under Assignments.



	Wednesday

9-05
	Read
	Group members decide together which of the following pieces to read.

3 or more Brevity pieces of your choice available at Brevity
http://www.creativenonfiction.org/brevity/brevity.html AND/OR 

3 or more pieces in Judith Kitchen’s In Brief or In Short. Excerpts available at amazon.com or

Norton http://www.wwnorton.com/catalog/spring99/kitchen1.htm

	
	Group Folder
	Discuss one-pagers with group members and decide whether or not these are good models for Paper 1.

	
	View/Listen
	“What kind of writer are you?” View before writing about yourself as a writer..

	
	Personal Folder
	Your strengths and weaknesses as a writer; Biggest writing achievements; How do you view yourself as a writer and how do others (teachers, colleagues, friends, etc.) view you?



	WEEK 3
Sunday

9-09
	Personal Folder
	· Make a list of criteria of “good” writing. How do you know if a piece is good or not? What did you learn in your other English (literature?) courses about what makes good writing?
· One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments

	
	View/Listen/Read
	· “Good writing criteria” View after you have completed your list of good writing criteria.
· “Paper 1: Assignment Description” View before writing Paper 1.

	
	Read
	· Read Paper 1 assignment description under Assignments

· Former 401/G students’ one-pagers for Paper 1 under Assignments→Paper 1→Sample paper by former 401/G students. Groups decide which pieces to read.

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to former 401/G students’ papers. Discuss whether or not these are good models for Paper 1. Based on your list of good writing criteria, decide how these pieces match criteria (or not). Talk about topic choice, message, structure and organization, effectiveness of opening and closing, use of narrative devices, focus, use of details, dynamism, voice, audience awareness, language and usage.



	Wednesday

9-12
	View/Listen/Read
	· 4G: Bartkevicius: “The Landscape of Creative Nonfiction” p. 327. AND/OR

· 4G: Pearson: “The Other Creative Writing” p. 399. AND

· 4G: Toth: “Going to the Movies” p. 294.

· More one-pagers of your choice to use as models for your first assignment

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to 4G


	WEEK 4
Sunday

9-16
	Personal Folder
	· “Rules” of writing. What “rules” did your former English and/or writing teachers and instructors want you to adhere to? Make a list of Do’s and Don’ts.

· One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments

	
	View/Listen/Read
	· “How to give and get feedback: psychological implications” Explanation.
· “How to give feedback: what you have to do” Demonstration. Do before critiquing “European Vacation.”

	
	Read
	Sample Freshman Student papers under BB’s Course Documents: “European Vacation” and “Camping in Hell”

	
	Group Folder
	Critique “European Vacation” and “Camping in Hell;” see how they match criteria of good writing. Recommend changes for effectiveness.

	
	View/Listen
	“Rules’ of writing,” “European Vacation,” “Camping in Hell” – after you have completed your written assignment.


	Wednesday

9-19
	View/Listen/Read
	· Student Papers under BB’s Course Documents: “The Things You Say” and “Merry Christmas”

· 4G: Lott: “Toward a Definition of Creative Nonfiction” p. 392. AND
· 4G: Writing Creative Nonfiction p. 1. (at the beginning of Part 1 in book).

	
	Personal Folder
	Pretend that the authors of “The Things You Say” and “Merry Christmas” are your group members and write a “feedback letter” to them with extensive, helpful, constructive comments.



	WEEK 5
Sunday

9-23
	View/Listen/Read
	4G: Sanders: “Cloud Crossing” p. 256.; AND “The Singular First Person” p. 416.AND

4G: Nye: “Three Pokes of a Thistle” p. 201.

	
	View/Listen/Read
	How does the Workshop Cycle work?

	
	Personal Folder
	Paper 1 Four Drafts (One-pagers or Brevity pieces) -- Write 4 different first drafts on 4 (maybe) different topics and post them as separate threads.



	Tuesday

9-25
	Read
	Read immediate group members’ papers in their personal folder and help them decide which draft they should revise for the portfolio. Groups communicate via phone, email, chat, BB, or as they have previously agreed.

	
	Anonymous Class Folder 
	Once draft with best potential has been chosen (by group, but final decision belongs to author), post it in the Anonymous P1D1 class folder to receive anonymous feedback from two anonymous class members.



	Thursday

9-27
	Group Members’ Personal Folder
	Write feedback letters to every immediate group member and make recommendations for revision. 

	
	Class Folder
	Write feedback letters to two anonymous classmates anonymously.

	Friday

9-28
	Personal Folder
	· Revise your draft based on your peers’ feedback. 

· This stage of the writing process is optional. Request additional feedback from online tutors at mycomplab.com Tutor Center* and revise again.



	WEEK 6
Sunday

9-30
	Assignments, Personal Folder, and Class Folder
	Paper 1 Revised Draft for grading. Post your paper three times: 1. As a response under Assignments; 2.In personal folder and 3. In appropriate class folder. 

	
	Class Folder
	Sing up for optional telephone conferences or state your feedback preferences in appropriate class folder.


	Wednesday 10-03
	Read
	Lamott: Bird by Bird first half of the book.

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to Lamott’s book

	10-4 to 10-7
	FALL BREAK
	No assignments due

	WEEK 7
Wednesday

10- 10
	Personal Folder
	Feedback on Paper 1 is provided continuously (via video, audio, or text). Due to the time-consuming, media-heavy, thorough methods your instructor uses to give feedback and students’ availability for phone conferences, it may take as long as two weeks before somebody receives feedback. Your understanding is appreciated. As soon as you get your instructor’s feedback, keep revising Paper 1 until you’re satisfied with it and post final, portfolio draft in your folder. Deadline to post final draft of Paper 1 is the portfolio due date. Students receive feedback only once with each major paper.

	
	Read
	Lamott: Bird by Bird to end

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to Lamott’s book

	
	Class Folder
	Best practices to write CNF (=creative nonfiction). Do’s and Don’ts. Include your problems with writing Paper 1 and what you have learned from the feedback.

	Friday

10-12
	Read
	· 4G Schwartz: “Memoir? Fiction? Where is the Line?” p. 425. AND/OR

· 4G: Blew: “The Art of Memoir” p. 334. AND

· 4G: Blew: “The Unwanted Child” p. 50. 

· Best practices to write CNF under Course Documents

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to 4G texts

	
	Personal Folder
	One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments



	WEEK8
Sunday

10-14
	View/Listen/Read
	· 4G: Hampl: “Parish Street” p. 117; AND

· 4G: Hampl: “Memory and Imagination” p. 354. AND

· 4G: Gilb: “Northeast Direct” p. 103.

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to 4G

	
	Group Members’ Personal Folder
	Short non-evaluative feedback on all group members’ writing exercises so far.

	Wednesday

10-17
	View/Listen/Read
	· 4G: Cofer: “Silent Dancing” p. 79. AND 

· 4G: Root: “Collage, Montage, Mosaic, Vignette, Episode, Segment” p. 404. AND

· 4G: Dillard: “Living Like Weasels” p. 95. 

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to 4G


	WEEK 9
Sunday

10-21
	Personal Folder
	Paper 2 Two Drafts (Long paper: ultimately 6-8 pages) - Write 2 different first drafts on 2 different topics and post them as separate threads.

	Tuesday

10-23
	Read
	Read immediate group members’ papers in their personal folder and help them decide which draft they should revise for the portfolio. Groups communicate via phone, email, chat, BB, or as they have previously agreed.

	
	Anonymous Class Folder 
	Once draft with best potential has been chosen (by group, but final decision belongs to author), post it in the Anonymous P2D1 class folder to receive anonymous feedback from two anonymous class members.



	WEEK 10 
Sunday

10-28
	Group Members’ Personal Folder
	Write feedback letters to every immediate group member and make recommendations for revision. 

	
	Anonymous Class Folder
	Write feedback letters to two anonymous classmates anonymously.



	Wednesday

10-31
	Personal Folder
	· Revise your draft based on your peers’ feedback. 

· This stage of the writing process is optional. Request additional feedback from online tutors at mycomplab.com Tutor Center* and/or the Writing Center and revise again.

	WEEK 11
Sunday
11-04
	Assignments, Personal Folder, and Class Folder
	Paper 2 Revised Draft for grading. Post your paper three times: 1. As a response under Assignments; 2.In personal folder and 3. In appropriate class folder.

	
	Class Folder
	Sign up for optional telephone conferences or state your feedback preferences in appropriate class folder.



	Wednesday
11-07
	Personal Folder
	Feedback on Paper 2 is provided continuously (via phone conferences, video, audio, or text). Due to the time-consuming, media-heavy, thorough methods your instructor uses to give feedback and students’ availability for phone conferences, it may take as long as two weeks before somebody receives feedback. Your understanding is appreciated. As soon as you get your instructor’s feedback, keep revising Paper 1 until you’re satisfied with it and post final, portfolio draft in your folder. Deadline to post final draft of Paper 2 is the portfolio due date. Students receive feedback only once with each major paper.

	
	View/Listen/Read
	· 4G: Pope: “Teacher Training” p. 465. AND 

· 4G: Pope: “Composing ‘Teacher Training’” p. 471.

	
	Group Folder
	Reading-response to 4G

	WEEK 12
Sunday

11-11
	Read
	Reading: Stephen King cc. 1-150. (1st half of book)

	
	Group Folder 
	Reading-response to King

	
	Personal Folder
	One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments

	Wednesday

11-14
	Read
	Reading: Stephen King cc. 150- 300. (2nd half of book)

	
	Group Folder 
	Reading-response to King

	
	Personal Folder
	One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments

	WEEK 13
Sunday

11-18
	Class Folder
	· “Best Practices” revisited. Include your problems with writing Paper 2 and lessons learned

· Comparing Lamott and King

	
	Personal Folder
	One Writing Exercise of your choice under Assignments

	
	Group Members’ Personal Folder
	Short feedback on all group members’ recent writing exercises

	Wednesday

11-21
	Thanksgiving Break
	No assignments due

	WEEK 14
Monday
11-26
	Class Folder
	· “Writers are born, not made.” 
· “Why I am a good writer”

	
	Portfolio Preparation
	Decide on portfolio format outside BB: blog/website/wiki
Get technology skills to build your portfolio. Check out External Links for help. 

	WEEK 15
Sunday

12-02
	Personal Folder
	· Digitize papers for final portfolio: include photos, pictures, links, etc. 

· Be sure to post final drafts of Paper 1 and 2 plus your portfolio cover letter in your personal folder on BB. 

· Work on portfolio (blog/website/wiki) outside BB; last minute revisions.

	
	Class Folder
	Fill out anonymous course evaluations under DB.

	Thursday

12-05
	Personal Folder
	Portfolios due. Post the URL of your portfolio (blog/wiki/website) in your personal folder. Portfolios have to be posted on the web as part of your blog/wiki/website. 

	WEEK 16
Monday

12-10
	WKU Eng. Dept.
	Portfolio CD’s due at Cherry 135. Please ask the dept. secretary to put your CD in my departmental mailbox. Instead of dropping it off in person, you can send me your CD via regular mail. Please don’t send it express or certified. I’m not available to sign mail. Without having your CD in my hand, I won’t be able to give you a final course grade. There is no feedback on individual papers or portfolios at this point. 

	12-10 to 14
	Final Exam Week 
	No exams for this class.

	12-19
	
	Final Grades are available on Topnet after noon. Enjoy the holidays and good luck with your future courses.


Tips and Reminders for a Better Cyber-experience:

· Any time you have a technical question, please get info from the following sources: IT Helpdesk | BBHelp | TRC.

· Descriptions to writing assignments are posted under Assignments. Instructions to course procedures and sample course documents are posted under Course Documents. 

· The assignments listed under the WHAT? column next to a certain date under the WHEN? column are due on that day. The column’s background color will help you see what is due on a certain day. When the white background changes into beige or vice versa, you are looking at different day’s assignments.
· To locate content information, do this: (1) Check the posted info on BB by doing a “CTR F” search; (2) Check the course website using the same “CTR F” search; (3) Google the concept/info you need; (4) If you are still unclear, post a message to QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS and somebody will get back to you. Be resourceful and autonomous.
· All assignments are due by midnight on the due day, but I encourage you to complete assignments ahead of time and post them in the appropriate BB folder. Discuss with your group members how much earlier you want to post and discuss assignments. Don’t procrastinate. 

· Please check out mycomplab.com if you bought a shrink-wrapped copy of 4G. It’s a great online tutoring service.

· If, for whatever reason, BB doesn’t work, we will use our course wiki and our course website to keep in touch and continue with the assignments.

· When you see a “View/Listen/Read” option based on a textbook piece, it refers to the authors whose name appears in bold.

· Please pay special attention to how you post assignments to your Group Folder and Personal Folder. Be sure to make the posted threads nice and aligned. Messy folders will lose participation points.

·  Observe email etiquette when you write to your peers and instructor. E.g.: Use salutation and sign your messages. Be sure to use “Dr.” and not “Mrs.” I have a Ph.D.
·  When sending email, specify subject in subject line. E.g.: “Eng 401: Sick today.” Not including course number results in messages being overlooked and left unanswered.

· Don’t send attachments via email. Keep virus definitions up-to-date. Don’t post assignments as attachments on BB unless specifically instructed to do so.

· Play it safe and have several electronic and paper copies of your work.

· We emphasize the writing process in this course, i.e. papers will go through a thorough three-stage revision process minimum. When I see your paper, it is only half-way through the writing process. Grades you receive represent “grades-so-far.” The average grade at this stage is a “C”. Papers will be re-graded in your final portfolio.

· Major papers are read and commented on only once before the portfolio draft is due. Papers submitted for grading have to be the best they can be.

· Phone conferences with your instructor are optional, but written feedback is minimal. 

· Late work is not accepted if it affects your classmates’ performance. You can’t miss deadlines when drafts and/or feedback letters are due or when your group is preparing for a presentation.

· All assignments have to be prepared in a meaningful way. Be sure to challenge yourself, so that you learn something with each assignment. Mechanical “busy” work will not give you credit.

· If you plagiarize, you will fail the course.

· Although I am trying to be as accurate as possible, minor changes in the schedule can be expected, based on your feedback and suggestions.

(   (   (
Comments or questions about this online document should be directed to Judith.Szerdahelyi@WKU.edu.

All contents © since 2002 by Judith Szerdahelyi. Copy only with permission.
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