
Guidelines/FAQ/Links for Replication+ Econ 596 Projects 
 

What is meant by a Replication+ project? 

It is a project where the student generates results that match (or closely approximate) the results 

found in a previously published study and then extends/examines that study in meaningful and 

interesting ways (different methods; additional data; additional variables; additional statistical 

tests; …). A faculty member serves as supervisor for the study with two other faculty serving as 

readers and commenters.  While faculty may provide assistance to the student, but this is a 

masters level project where the primary responsibility for completion resides with the 

student.  

 

Must all of the results of an article be replicated? 

For articles with extensive, very lengthy data analysis, a student may focus on a subset of the 

results.  

 

Are alternatives to a Replication+ study permitted? 

Yes. Non-replications projects are permitted if a written, detailed proposal is approved by a 

supervising faculty member.   

 

What studies may be replicated? 

Pending approval by the supervising faculty member, studies published in economics journals 

and related fields such as public policy may be used along with high quality working papers. In 

addition, prior WKU masters projects (of sufficient quality) may also be replicated.  

 

How can I obtain ideas, data and related material (programs) for replication? 

See the sites and articles listed below for ideas.  In some cases, data and/or programs related to 

replicated are available online either from a depository site or at the author’s web page. In other 

cases, the data may be available at publicly-accessible sites.  As a last resort, data or programs 

might be able to be obtained by contacting the author via email.  

 

What is an acceptable replication+ report? 

A report should present background on the original article, explain the purpose of the original 

article, explain the methods used (in some detail) to generate those results, explain the results, 

and then explain the rationale, methods, and results of extending or amending those results. 

Some example of past students efforts are linked below.   

 

It is NOT ACCEPTABLE to obtain data and program code, generate a replication, and 

make a minor extension with little or no explanation of background, methods, and results. 

This is not a 3-page project/report. This is a high-quality, detailed replication and 

extension. 

 

When are replication+ project reports due? 

All masters projects must be completed and presented/defended in the timeline given by the 

Graduate Coordinator (typically at least 3 weeks before the end of finals week) in order for the 

student to receive a grade in that semester.  Students should expect to make final adjustments 

after the presentation and defense based on comments of the supervising and reading faculty.  



 Data/Program Links 

Most of the studies post multiple files containing data/programs and may use a variety of 

platforms (Stata, SAS, R, Excel).  Selecting the information needed for a replication may be 

relatively simple in some cases but quite complicated in others. 

 

ICPSR Replication Datasets 

ICPSR is a leading repository of data for social science research. They currently have 403 studies 

listed as “Replication Datasets”.  In addition, the site includes over 80,000 searchable citations to 

publications that use data from the ICPSR site (Data-related Publications).   

 

World Management Survey  

Data collected across country, over time, including thousands of firms with links to academic 

studies based on the data in a variety of fields including managerial economics, healthcare, 

education, and others 

 

Replication Wiki (social sciences, especially economics)  

The site allows searching by keywords, software used, data source, and other dimensions. 

Links can be followed to downloadable data/program files (usually on the hosting journal 

website). Not all articles post data/programs.  

 

Harvard Dataverse  

Site with 89,000+ data sets across a variety of disciplines (38,000+ in social sciences); some 

allow explicit replication of articles while others are just stand alone data;  the site is searchable 

by keywords as well as subject area, author, date, …; it contains 3000+ (sub)dataverses (1200 

that are social science-related) that are also searchable. 

 

Journal Dataverses within Harvard Dataverse (QJE and REStat articles can be quite technical)  

Quarterly Journal of Economics Dataverse        Review of Economic & Statistics Dataverse   

American Political Science Review Dataverse   Journal of Politics Dataverse  

 

Examples of Organization/Institutional Dataverses within the Harvard Dataverse & Elsewhere 

MIT Poverty Action Lab Dataverse  

Variety of articles from field experiments, many with replication data and code.   

Harvard Business School Dataverse  

Variety of business-related topics with replication data and code) 

Network of European Economists Dataverse  

NBER Data 

Data across a wide variety of topics (macro, health, labor, demography). Many of the data-sets 

are stand-alone but some are tied to articles by the listed authors (the articles are not listed). 

 

Examples of Individual Researcher Dataverses and Data Archives (outside of Harv Dataverse) 

Joshua Angrist Dataverse  (Stata & SAS)   

Data sets (mostly at individual level) from articles on wide range of topics from a leader in 

microeconometrics 

Angrist (MIT) Data Archive (Stata & SAS)   

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/deposit/pra/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/search/publications?start=0&CLASSIF_FACET=ICPSR.XVIII.&ARCHIVE=ICPSR&PUBLISH_STATUS=PUBLISHED&sort=TITLE_SORT%20asc&rows=50
https://worldmanagementsurvey.org/
http://replication.uni-goettingen.de/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/harvard
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/qje
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/restat
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/the_review
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/jop
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/jpal
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/hbs
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/NEEO
https://papers.nber.org/data/
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/JAngrist
http://economics.mit.edu/faculty/angrist/data1/data


Data sets (mostly at individual level) from articles on wide range of topics from a leader in 

microeconometrics 

Mostly Harmless Econometrics (Angrist-MIT) Data Archive (Stata)  

Data sets from some articles that are used as examples in this widely used textbook 

Acemoglu (MIT) Data Archive  (Stata & others)   

Data from articles covering a wide range of topics including development, labor, institutions,  

John Y. Campbell Dataverse 

Data from articles on macrofinancial topics  

Robert Barro (Harvard) Data Sets (Stata & Excel)  

Extensive cross-country/time-series data regarding macrofinancial, educational attainment 

(Barro-Lee), and religion. These are related to 

Miscellaneous   

A few of the Federal Reserve District banks publish academic articles, many of which are written 

at a masters level. These are often related to macroeconomics, banking, or finance but also 

include a variety of other topics including labor economics and urban and regional economics  

Data and programs are not posted with the articles and would have to be obtained from the 

article author.   

NY Fed Economic Policy Review 

Richmond Fed Economic Quarterly   

St Louis Fed Review  

 

 

Examples of Replication+ Studies by WKU Masters Students  

(Available on website) 

Jacob Aplin, “Industry Concentration and Average Stock Returns Revisited”  

 

Uchenna Akolonu, “The Long and Short of Sovereign Default: Examining the Relationship 

between Sovereign Debt Loads and Interest Rates” 

 

Paul Foster, “Labor Economics: A Replication of Ethnicity, productivity, and salary: player 

compensation and discrimination in the National Hockey League” 

 

Nick Wilmes, “An Investigation of Idiosyncratic Stock Volatility”  

 

 

 

 

  

http://economics.mit.edu/faculty/angrist/data1/mhe
https://economics.mit.edu/faculty/acemoglu/data
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/jcampbell
https://scholar.harvard.edu/barro/data_sets
https://www.newyorkfed.org/research/epr/index.html#2019
https://www.richmondfed.org/publications/research/economic_quarterly
https://research.stlouisfed.org/publications/review/


Suggested Articles 

(In addition to the Replication Wiki and Harvard Dataverse, WKU Econ faculty compiled a list 

of journal articles that might be feasible and interesting for replication. These may or may not 

have data or programs on a single website but are likely to be obtainable using publicly available 

sources of various kinds. Finding the article on Google Scholar is a good starting point. 

 

Industrial/Managerial Economics 

Bloom, Nicholas, Raffaella Sadun, and John Van Reenen. Management as a Technology?. No. 

w22327. National Bureau of Economic Research, 2016. 

(See World Management Survey: (The methods and data are open source and available website 

http://worldmanagementsurvey.org/surveydata/  

download-data/) 

 

Labor Economics 

Olson, Craig A. "Do workers accept lower wages in exchange for health benefits?." Journal of 

Labor Economics 20.S2 (2002): S91-S114. 

(No data or code posted but uses Current Population Survey data and standard regression 

methods) 

 

Booth, Alison, and Eiji Yamamura. "Performance in mixed-sex and single-sex competitions: 

What we can learn from speedboat races in Japan." Review of Economics and Statistics 100.4 

(2018): 581-593. 

(Data and code available on RE Stat site) 

 

Healthcare Topics 

Bloom, Nicholas, et al. "The impact of competition on management quality: evidence from 

public hospitals." The Review of Economic Studies 82.2 (2015): 457-489. 

(See World Management Survey) 

 

Environmental Topics 

Davis, Lucas W. "Evidence of a homeowner-renter gap for electric vehicles." Applied 

Economics Letters 26.11 (2019): 927-932.  (Data available online) 

 

Holian, Matthew J., and Matthew E. Kahn. "Household demand for low carbon policies: 

Evidence from California." Journal of the Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists 2.2 (2015): 205-234.  (Data available online) 

 

 

MacroFinancial Topics 

(Data accessible from public sources like FRED or accessible data like CRSP files) 

 

Fair, Ray C. "Events that shook the market." The Journal of Business 75.4 (2002): 713-731 

 

Fama, Eugene F. "Does the Fed control interest rates?." The Review of Asset Pricing Studies 3.2 

(2013): 180-199. 

 

http://worldmanagementsurvey.org/surveydata/


Fleming, Michael J., and Eli M. Remolona. "What moves the bond market?." Economic policy 

review 3.4 (1997). 

 

Gabaix, Xavier. “The Granular Origins of Macroeconomic Fluctuations”.  Econometrica (2011).  

(The theory section on this looks daunting, but the empirical parts are very doable. See Dr. Biolsi 

or Goff for guidance. Gabaix provides some data at  

https://scholar.harvard.edu/xgabaix/publications?page=2).   

 

Greenlaw, David, et al. Crunch time: Fiscal crises and the role of monetary policy. No. w19297. 

National Bureau of Economic Research, 2013. 

 

Guo, Hui, and Kevin L. Kliesen. "Oil price volatility and US macroeconomic activity." Review-

Federal Reserve Bank of Saint Louis 87.6 (2005): 669. 

 

Hamilton, James D. "What’s Real About the Business Cycle?." Federal Reserve Bank of St. 

Louis Review 87.4 (2005): 435-52. 

 

Poterba, James. The impact of population aging on financial markets. No. w10851. National 

Bureau of Economic Research, 2004. (There is also a Kansas City Federal Reserve Review 

Version).   

 

Rudebusch, Glenn D., and John C. Williams. "Forecasting recessions: the puzzle of the enduring 

power of the yield curve." Journal of Business & Economic Statistics 27.4 (2009): 492-503. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…  

https://scholar.harvard.edu/xgabaix/publications?page=2

