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Chapter 17:  Cries from the Heart


Alexander Mackay was the chief representative of the Church Missionary Society’s Buganda Mission and had been in this region for close to ten years. The Arabs living in Buganda in particular had tried to defame Mackay to the Baganda, or native people of Buganda.  The Arabs had a lucrative trade in guns and gunpowder which they traded in exchange for slaves from Uganda.  As a missionary, Mackay stood in their way.  With the Germans attacking and the Belgians coming in from the West, the Arabs could easily work the slave trade and overtake the weak King Mwanga.

 On September 26, 1885 Mackay was delivering news of German attacks to the young King of Buganda in the capital city of Mengo.  He had received a telegram dated June 12th that indicated the German fleet had been ordered to threaten Zanzibar.  After receiving this news, Mackay further learned from a Beluchi trader that Sayed Barghash had refused to give up the Port of Bagamoyo.  The Germans declared war, giving the people who called Buganda home a reason to vilify his mission.  Mackay further learned that his Church Missionary Superior, James Hannington, planned to visit his mission, by taking a path through Masai Country and Bugosa.  These two regions were known to be extremely volatile in peace, but during a war Mackay believed that the Hannington would be in extreme danger and sent him an urgent message to avoid Bugosa at all costs.


Mackay met with the young, inexperienced King Mwanga that he had known since Mwanga was just a child.  He tried to reason with the King that even though the Bishop Hannington was a white man, he was not German and would not be bringing war with him.  Mwanga, however did not want Hannington coming into Buganda, and instructed for his men to keep him on the other side of the lake, beyond the borders.


Here, the chapter digresses back to Mackay’s past in Buganda.  He described Buganda as being a lush paradise, where food grew extremely well.  He had taken Stanley’s word of not just teaching God’s word, but was also teaching God’s hand by showing the Baganda how to cure disease, plough and harvest, and even built houses.  However, he was a Calvinist, not Anglican and therefore would not compromise what he viewed as the devil’s work.  He viewed Muslims to be as bad as pagans, and in these beliefs gained many enemies from Arab, Baganda, and even fellow Europeans.

Mtesa, the King before Mwanga, had at one time shown promise of Christianity and Mackay was eager about the progress.   However, Mtesa later informed Mackay that he was invited, by way of Stanley, to bring guns and gunpowder, not to teach Christianity.  Mackay wanted to leave if he was not there to teach, but was not allowed.  

When Mtesa died in 1884 and Mwanga took over, Mackay viewed this as his chance to teach as Mwanga was a “weak pagan.”  Mackay after all did have some followers that would flock to his mission at night when the guards were not around.  Some of his followers were in fact sisters of Mwanga.  Soon, however, it was evident that Mwanga was not to be swayed and even had Mackay imprisoned.  Mackay was dumbfounded because the King had even authorized the incarceration.  Further horrors were soon to follow, though.  Three young boys that worked in Mackay’s mission were arrested and slowly burned alive at the spit.

Now the story returns back to the present time in 1885 with the arrival of Bishop Hannington.  Hannington was incarcerated with the rest of his party.  However, the Bishop at first believed that he had been saved and was taken out of the dark hole that he had been placed in and was given back his Bible and his traveling diary.  In the past, Hannington had been described as finding danger irresistible.  He had traveled to Africa and met up with a young black Deacon, William Jones, with whom he traveled in his party.  He was impatient and trusting and charged on to Bugosa despite Mackay’s letters of warning and the boat Mackay was sending.  Jones stayed behind with about one hundred fifty of the two hundred men in the party.



Mwanga gave orders to kill the entire party, despite the desperate efforts of Mackay and other missionaries in Buganda.  Even though Hannington felt he was being freed, he and the rest of his party were led to a clearing in the forest, stripped, and then speared to death.  Jones and the others in the party were stunned, and did not believe the news for months.  After all, there was no precedent of a Bishop being murdered by an African King.  All of the missionaries, especially those in proximity to Mwanga, lived in daily fear for their lives.


A Frenchman, Pere Lourdel, approached the King, who was now suffering from an eye disease, about the fears held by the missionaries.  Lourdel had been warned that Mackay and others were soon to be murdered and he wanted to find out for sure from Mwanga.  Mwanga believed that he knew how to handle the white man, and that he would continue to act as he had because he believed the white man would take over Buganda after his death.  Mwanga believed that the missionaries, especially Mackay, were plotting revenge against him.  Mackay and Ashe, another missionary, tried sending presents to Mwanga to show they were not vengeful, but this only angered him more.  

Dr. Junker from Russia made his way into the camp amid pleas of help from Mackay and other missionaries that were being held hostage by Mwanga to prevent attack from Europeans.  Dr. Junker had visited Emin, a German, in Equatoria and now Mackay threatened by Mwanga.  He sent an urgent S.O.S that was received by Frederick Holmwood, acting consul at Zanzibar in the absence of Sir John Kirk.  


At first, a letter was sent to King Mwanga asking for grace and to let Mackay and the others go.  However, the letter was entrusted to slave traders and never reached its destination.  The British tycoon Mackinnon reached a plausible conclusion to form a business concession around Kilimanjaro that would make Emin’s province the heart of a new British East Africa.  Stanley was chosen to lead the expedition, pending that King Leopold would release him.  

The plan was to open up Central Africa from Mombasa to the upper Nile by way of Uganda.  However, King Leopold insisted that releasing Stanley was a great sacrifice, and for this sacrifice Stanley would have to break new ground and go through the Congo.  This would take many extra months, stall Mackinnon from establishing his colony in East Africa and would stall taking Uganda for Britain.  This plan had one flaw in it, however; no one was planning on saving Mackay.

In May 1887 a Christian boy refused to be a victim of an abomination that Mwanga was trying to impose on him.  This event set Mwanga over the edge and he called for all “Christian Readers” to be seized.  They were all tortured and then brutally killed.  What was amazing, though, was that all of these African boys, along with the Catholics and Protestants, sang God’s praises until the end.  Most of them had the offer of freedom if they renounced Christianity, but none would do so.  


In the end, Mackay’s letters pleading for help went unnoticed, not even published in Britain, and all hope was placed on reaching Emin.  Stanley and his men were in somewhat of a race to reach Emin first however.  Could Stanley reach the supposed “citadel of freedom and justice” that Emin had built before he fell victim to the Mahdi?

