
Feb 16  Presidentsô Day 
 
Feb 27  Registration Deadline for ACT, Apr 4  
 
Mar 2  FAFSA Priority Filing Deadline for  
  Academic Year 2009 -2010  
 
Mar 8  Daylight Saving Time Begins  
 
Mar 9-13 WKU Spring Break  
 
Mar 17   St. Patrickôs Day 
 
Apr 4   ACT Test Date  
 
May 7  Last Day of VUB Spring Classes  
 
May 8  Registration Deadline for ACT, Jun 13  
 
May 26  First Day of VUB Summer Classes  
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Got Financial Aid Questions?  
 

Call VUB at 270 -745-5310 

ALL THE THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT FINANCIAL AID  

he Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA)  is 
the form used by the U.S. De-

partment of Education to determine 
your Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC) by conducting a ñneed analy-
sisò based on financial information, 
such as income, assets and other 
household information, which you 
(and your parents if you are a de-
pendent student) will be asked to pro-
vide. The form is submitted to, and 
processed by, a federal processor 
contracted by the U.S. Department of 
Education, and the results are elec-
tronically transmitted to the financial 
aid offices of the schools that you list 
on your application.  
 
FAFSA is the application used by 
nearly all colleges and universities to 
determine eligibility for federal, state, 
and college-sponsored financial aid, 
including grants, educational loans, 
and work-study programs. 
 
Nearly every student is eligible for 
some form of financial aid, including 
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Veterans Upward Bound  

Western Kentucky University  
1906 College Heights Blvd.  

#11098 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 -1098 

*Please call early for information on test dates.  VUB may pay testing 

fees, but to do so we must have your application at least six  weeks 
prior to the registration postmark deadline.  

Department of Employment Services, Bowling Green  
Gerry Neely (270) 746-7425 Ext. 104 

Schella Smith, VA Certifying Official  
(270) 745-3732 

Stephanie Gabbard, VA Voc -Rehab, B.G. Office  
(270) 846-2092 

VA Regional Office, Louisville  
(800) 827-1000 

VA Regional Office, Nashville, TN  
(615) 695-6372 

VA Medical Center, Louisville  
(502) 895-3401 

VA Medical Center, Nashville, TN  
(800) 228-4973 

Kentucky Center for Veterans Affairs, Louisville  
(502) 595-4447 

Military Records Branch, Frankfort  
(502) 564-4883 

Disabled American Veterans, Louisville  
(800) 333-1720 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Bowling Green  
(270) 781-1872 

American Legion, Bowling Green  
(270) 781-3574 Veterans Service Officer 

Important Numbers and Dates  

THE TOPPER is published three times yearly by the Veterans Upward Bound Project at Western Kentucky University .  V U B 
is funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Fiscal Year 07 -08: $278,881).  The opinions expressed within  
this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of either the U.S. Department of Education or WKU, 
and no official endorsement should be inferred.  Printed with grant funds provided by the U.S. Department of Education.  

low-interest Federal Stafford and/or par-
ent PLUS loans, regardless of income or 
circumstances, provided that you: 
 

§ are a U.S. citizen, a U.S. national or 

an eligible non-citizen; 

§ have a valid Social Security Number; 

§ have a high school diploma or GED; 

§ are registered with the U.S. Selective 

Service (if you are a male aged 18-

25); 

§ complete a FAFSA promising to use 

any federal aid for educational pur-

poses; 

§ do not owe refunds on any federal 

student grants;  

§ are not in default on any student 

loans; and 

§ have not been found guilty of the sale 

or possession of illegal drugs during a 

period in which federal aid was being 

received. 

 

Many states, colleges and universi-
ties have filing deadlines that are 
much earlierðsome occurring as 
early as the first few weeks in Janu-
ary. Additionally, applicants have to 
pay particular attention to deadline 
specifics, as some refer to the date 
by which individual FAFSAs must be 
submitted, while others refer to the 
date by which individual FAFSAs 
must be fully processed (completed 
by the federal processor and made 
available to the school financial aid 
office). 
 
IMPORTANT: We strongly  encour-
age all  students to check with their 
schoolôs financial aid office to de-
termine their exact FAFSA dead-
line requirements, and to file their 
FAFSA as soon as possible after 
January 1st.  

 
 

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  JESSE VARNER  
  manôs life experiences 

can lead him to places 
he might not had ex-

pected as a young boy.  So it is 
with Jesse Varner.  Raised in a 
rural area of Louisville and the 
oldest of twelve children, he was 
soon finding himself in the role of 
the man of the house due to a 
wayward stepfather. 
 
Kicked out of high school in his 

late teens, though not for lack of 
love for receiving an education, 
Jesse went to see an Army recruiter 
to ask about continuing his educa-
tion in the service.  He was told he 
could, but only being 17 years of 
age, he needed his motherôs con-
sent.  Having been the man of the 
house for so long, it was with great 
reluctance that his mother signed 
Jesseôs recruitment papers.   
 

 
Continued on page 2 Jesse Varner 

Kentucky deadline is March 15, 2009  

http://www.fafsa.com/Forms/Ajax/FAFSA/fafsa-dependency.aspx?rf=;pku3at=aa001001:ce9-2f%606f~a6!-3@24#d-$4c%12^-&b
http://www.fafsa.com/Forms/Ajax/FAFSA/fafsa-dependency.aspx?rf=;pku3at=aa001001:ce9-2f%606f~a6!-3@24#d-$4c%12^-&b


Notes and News  
 

3  
name designated to 
what many of us know 
as Presidentsô Day.   
During the month of Feb- 
ruary the birthday of two of our greatest 
Presidents takes place.  Both George 
Washington, who was born on Febru-
ary 22nd, and Abraham Lincoln born on 
February 12th.  However, Washington's 
birthday has been publicly celebrated 
since he was in office, before Abraham 
Lincoln was even born. 
 
It was in 1968 that the term Presidentsô 
Day came up for legal consideration in 
the Congress but was shot down, 
though the holiday was moved to fall 
between the two President's birthdays. 
Again in the 1980's there was a resur-
gence of the term with advertisers 
which solidified the holiday name in 
American culture. Today, few Ameri-
cans prefer to call the holiday Washing-
ton's Birthday in lieu of Presidentsô Day. 
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WARDS BANQUET  
Mark your calendars now.  
The Awards Banquet will be 
held May 9th at 6:30p.m. at 

Mariahôs Restaurant in Bowling Green, 
KY.  More information will be provided 
later in the spring.  This event is held 
each year for current participants and 
alumni who have completed postsec-
ondary school in the past year. 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS  
It is time for participants and alumni 
who will be in school this coming fall to 
apply for the VUB scholarship.  Contact 
the VUB office right away.  The dead-
line for the completed scholarship 
materials to be in our hands is April 
1, 2009.    
 
In addition, some of you may have the 
opportunity to be nominated for state, 
regional, and national scholarships.  
When the staff members contact you, 
please accept their advice.  You could 
be eligible for additional money in the 
form of a scholarship to help pay for 
your fall semester. 
 
PRESIDENTSô DAY 
Washingtonôs birthday is the official 

2  

  
Jesse completed his GED at the very time 
he would have graduated from high 
school, in June of 1967.  Stationed in Chu 
Li, Vietnam, Jesse was trained to be a 
field wireman and radio operator.  But as 
so often happens in the military, he was 
ñvolunteeredò to become a truck driver.  
Having never learned to drive a straight 
shift, he quickly learned during the attacks 
of the Tet offensive in 1968. 
 
Jesse spent a total of 61/2 years in the 
Army, also seeing time in Korea and Thai-
land.  He left the military due to medical 
issues, receiving a clemency discharge 
that was eventually changed to honor-
able. 
 
On returning to Louisville, Jesse married 
and attempted a postsecondary education 
at the University of Louisville in 1974.  Yet 
family responsibilities took precedent over  
school and academia was once again set 
aside. 
 
In 1981, he took a job with the postal ser-

Student Spotlight  continued from page 1 vice originally unloading trucks.  He even-
tually worked into a position as a me-
chanic but, after an injury in 1985, Jesse 
took a position casing the mail.  In 1990, 
he became an acting supervisor.  After 
the postal service reorganization in 1992, 
he became the first black postmaster in 
Park City, KY. 
 
In 2001, Jesse received a call that would 
take his life in yet another unexpected 
direction.  He was asked to read a play of 
a Kentucky playwright during a reading at 
the Kentucky Repertory Theater in Horse 
Cave, KY.  Members of the theater were 
impressed with his voice and Jesse in-
formed them to call him if they ever had a 
part he might qualify for. 
 
When a member of the production of 
Steinbeckôs ñOf Mice and Menò dropped 
out, the theater called Jesse.  He was 
expecting an audition but was told his 
earlier reading had convinced the mem-
bers of his capabilities.  Since then, 
Jesseôs thespian roles have unfolded in 
some twenty plays.  He has performed at 

the Capitol Arts Theater, the Public 
Theater of Kentucky, and the Athena 
Cage Theaterðall in Bowling Green, 
KY, and the Pine Knob Theater in Pine 
Knob, KY. 
 
Jesse is also currently a city commis-
sioner of Smith Grove, has coached the 
North Warren Optimist Club basketball 
team to an undefeated season, and is 
the proud father of 6 children and grand-
father of 10 grandchildren. 
 
In all of Jesseôs various roles as an 
adult, the one most important to him is 
finishing his associates degree and 
achieving a bachelors in education.  His 
desire is to become a certified teacher 
and work with 5th graders.  Having 
worked with the Job Corp from 05-08 as 
a behavior management coordinator, he 
recognizes the crucial role of mentoring 
young children at that pivotal time in 
their lives.    
 
Meeting this challenge will be the crown-
ing role of Jesseôs long, varied career. 

of up to $1,000 per year (paid to 
you); and 

§ a one-time payment of $500 paid 
to certain individuals relocating 
from highly rural areas. 

 
Generally, you may receive up to 36 
months of entitlement under the Post 
9/11 GI Bill.  You will be eligible for 
benefits for 15 years from your last 
period of active duty of at least 90 con-
secutive days.  If you were released 
for a service-connected disability after 
at least 30 days of continuous service, 
you will also be eligible for benefits for 
15 years. 
 
You may receive benefits for any ap-
proved program offered by school in 
the United States that is authorized to 
grant an associate (or higher) degree. 
Visit the website www.GIBILL.va.gov/
GIBillInfo/programs.htm to verify that 
the program at your school, or the pro-

VETSô IMPORTANT TOPICS 
 
he Post 9/11 GI Bill is a new 
education benefit program for 
individuals who served on ac-
tive duty on or after September 

11, 2001.  The benefits are payable for 
training pursued on or after August 1, 
2009.  No payments can be made under 
this program for training before that 
date. 
 
You may be eligible if you served at 
least 90 aggregate days on active duty 
after Sep 10, 2001, and you are still on 
active duty or were honorablyð 

§ discharged from the active duty; 

§ released from active duty and 
placed on the retired list or tempo-
rary disability list; 

§ released from active duty and trans-
ferred to the Fleet Reserve or Fleet 
Marine Corps Reserve; or 

T  
§ released from the active duty for 

further service in a reserve com-
ponent of the Armed Forces. 

You may also be eligible if you were 
honorably discharged from active duty 
for a service-connected disability and 
you served 30 continuous days after 
September 10, 2001. 
 
Based on your length of active duty 
service, you are entitled to a percent-
age of the following: 

§ cost of tuition and fees, not to ex-
ceed the most expensive in-state 
undergraduate tuition at a public 
institution of higher education 
(paid to school); 

§ monthly housing allowance equal 
to the basic allowance for housing 
payable to a military E-5 with de-
pendents, in the same zip code as 
your school (paid to you); 

§ yearly books and supplies stipend 

gram at the school you would like to 
attend, is approved.  You may also 
receive benefits for tutorial assistance 
or up to $2,000 for the reimbursement 
of one licensing or certification test. 
 
If you transferred to the Post 9/11 GI 
Bill from the Montgomery GI Billð
Active Duty, Montgomery GI Billð
Selected Reserves, or the Reserve 
Education Assistance Program, you 
may also receive Post 9/11 GI Bill 
benefits for flight training, apprentice-
ship or on-the-job training programs, 
and correspondence courses. 
 
If you are a member of the Armed 
Forces on August1, 2009, the Depart-
ment of Defense may offer you the 
opportunity to transfer benefits to your 
spouse or dependent children.  DoD 
and the military services will issue pol-
icy on entitlement to transferability in 
the coming months. 
 
For up-to-date information on the Post 
9/11 GI Bill and other education bene-
fits, visit www.GIBILL.va.gov. 

Students of VUB, especially those that have not been to 
any college, can sometimes be confused by some of the 
terminology we use when speaking of attending a univer-
sity or technical school.  In this issue, VUB will define 
some of the words we so frequently use when discussing 
your education. 
 
Postsecondaryðthis refers to any education following af-

ter a high school education. 
Academic school yearða school year runs from the beginning of a fall se-
mester to the end of a spring semester, thus an example would be the cur-
rent 2008-2009 academic year at WKU. 
Fall semesterða fall semester normally runs from about mid-August to mid-
December. 
Spring semesterða spring semester normally runs from about mid-January 
to mid-May.  
Applying to schoolðsubmitting a request for acceptance into a school in the 
form of a written application.  
Acceptance to schoolðreceiving the schoolôs official acceptance letter. 
Enrolling in schoolðregistering for classes after having been fully accepted 
by a school. 
 
This is only a start and VUB will publish more definitions in future issues. 

 
UB is looking to the future and 
will be offering online courses 
via the Internet.  Online classes 
offer students flexibility with no 

set schedule and no travel time.  Our on-
line courses will not follow a traditional, 
semester-based schedule. 
 
VUB is currently researching what would 
be the best management system to be 
used as a platform for enabling students 
and instructors to communicate with each 
other. 
 
VUB will report more information as the 
online course program develops. 

Randal D. Wilson  
Director  
(270) 745 5008 
randal.d.wilson@wku.edu  
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