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Anchor Intro:    Resources greatly decrease for people with autism after the age of twenty one. 

But WKU is taking a huge step toward bridging that gap as Amy Bingham explains in this week’s View from the Hill. 

Amy Intro:  “Lifeworks at WKU” is being called a game changer for our community.  A two year residential program that will provide living, working and recreation support for adults on the autism spectrum.  

Supers:
:11 - :16  Suzanne Vitale \ Autism advocate
:28 - :32 Linda Kelly \ Co-Founder, Kelly Autism Program
:47 - :51 Garry Watkins \ Pres. Wabuck  Development
1:04 – 1:08 Joe Dan Beavers \ Pres. & CEO,  Lifeskills
1:18 – 1:22 John Kelly  \ Co-Founder, Kelly Autism Program 

TAG super
www.lifeworksatwku.com

PKG – 1:42 
21:57 (cheers)
With that, WKU is one step closer to adding an innovative residential program supporting autistic adults. 
32:22. “For the last three or four years we’ve all been brainstorming on how to make something available for this 20 plus group.”
Suzanne Vitale along with John and Linda Kelly have been at the forefront of pulling these services together for nearly two decades.   
29:25 “It’s the next phase of the Kelly Autism Program and I think it’s going to be exciting for the community and for other students that are coming in from all over the United States.”
“Lifeworks” will be located in this area of Adams Street, once renovations to these existing apartment buildings are complete. 
26:39. “We’ve acquired an existing apartment complex. We’re gonna be doing a bump out on one end.  Actually the apartment complex just to the other side of this building will be where the individuals who are part of the program will reside.”
At capacity, the program will have 26 participants. 
41:20 “Wherever we can provide clinical training, clinical support, administrative support, anything they need we want to be there to help.”
With a focus on independence, productivity and community engagement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]30:58 “We’ll connect them with the right people, will give them the training to be able to live as independently as possible as they can and to find and enjoy careers, not just jobs but ultimately careers.”
Providing the next phase of development beyond what’s offered at the Suzanne Vitale Clinical Education Complex. 
32:48 “We’ve spent a lot of time, money and effort giving them wings, we need an opportunity to let them use those wings.”


TAG
Lifeworks will launch with six residents in fall 2020 and eventually have up to 26 participants.   To find out more log onto www dot lifeworksatwku dot com. 
With this week’s View from the Hill, I’m Amy Bingham.
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