College of Health and Human Services
Office of the Dean 745-8912
Report to the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee

The following Action Items are submitted for consideration at the Nov. 19 meeting of the UCC:

	Type of Item
	Description in Item and Contact Information

	Action
	Proposal to Revise a Program
586 Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Contact: Audrey Cornell, audrey.cornell@wku.edu, 745-3656

	Action
	Proposal to Create a New Academic Degree Type
Associate of Science in Nursing
Contact: Dr. Mary Bennett, mary.bennett@wku.edu, 745-3590





Proposal Date: 09/25/2013

College of Health and Human Services
School of Nursing
Proposal to Revise a Program
Action Item

Contact Person:  Audrey Cornell, audrey.cornell@wku.edu, 745-3656

1.	Identification of program:
1.1 Current program reference number: 586
1.2 Current program title: Bachelor of Science in Nursing
1.3 Credit hours: 61 credit hours

2.	Identification of the proposed program changes:
· Revision of program hours from 61 credit hours to 58 credit hours
· Delete nursing elective as a requirement 
· Revise course sequence to remove references to specific general education courses that are not required by the nursing program as pre-requisites

3.	Detailed program description:

Current Program Description			Revised Program Description
	Pre-Nursing (586P)
	Pre-Nursing (586P)

	
Prior to admission into the nursing program, students are required to meet the university general education requirements and a set of prerequisite courses required of all nursing students. Students who want to declare as a nursing major prior to admission in the nursing program are designated as Pre-Nursing students (reference 586P) and are assigned an advisor in CHHS. Pre-Nursing students will meet during orientation to discuss their academic preparation and determine the appropriate courses for registration. Pre-Nursing students must maintain a GPA of 2.75 or above to remain in the Pre-Nursing program. For more details and frequently asked questions about preparation for admission into nursing and deadlines for applications, please see the School of Nursing website. Support services in CHHS Academic Center for Excellence are available to students who decide to change from pre-nursing to another health related career.
Admission to the nursing program is limited and based on selection of the most qualified applicants who meet all admission requirements. The program can be completed in 4 years if the student completes all prerequisite courses, is admitted to the nursing program in the junior year and successfully completes all nursing courses in sequence.
	
Prior to admission into the nursing program, students are required to meet the university general education requirements and a set of prerequisite support courses required of all nursing students (see table below). Students who want to declare as a nursing major prior to admission in the nursing program are designated as Pre-Nursing students (reference 586P) and are assigned an advisor in CHHS. Pre-Nursing students will meet with advisors to discuss their academic preparation and determine the appropriate courses for registration. Pre-Nursing students must maintain a GPA of 2.75 or above to remain in the Pre-Nursing (586P) program. For more details and frequently asked questions about preparation for admission into nursing and deadlines for applications, please see the School of Nursing website. Support services in CHHS Academic Center for Excellence are available to students who decide to change from Pre-Nursing to another health related career.
Admission to the nursing program is limited and based on selection of the most qualified applicants who meet all admission requirements. The program can be completed in 4 years if the student completes all prerequisite courses, is admitted to the nursing program in the junior year and successfully completes all nursing courses in sequence.

In addition to completion of general education requirements, the pre-requisite support courses listed in the table below must be completed prior to entry into the Bachelor of Science nursing program. Some nursing support courses may meet requirements for both general education and nursing pre-requisites.



Required Pre-Requisite Support Courses for the Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree

Current Sequence		   			Revised Sequence
	Prefix
	#
	Course Title
	Hrs.
	
	Prefix
	#
	Course Title
	Hrs.

	ENG
	100
	Intro to College Writing
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	MATH
	116
	College Algebra
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	*UC or
CHHC
	175
175
	University Experience
*Recommended
	2-3
	
	

	
	
	

	HIST or
HIST
	119
120
	Western Civ to 1648
Western Civ 1648-
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	ENG
	200
	Intro to Literature
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	ENG
	300
	Writing in the Disciplines
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	*PHIL
	322
	Philosophy
*Recommended
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	Foreign 
Language
	102
	A foreign language at 102 level
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	COMM
	145
or
161
	Public speaking
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	CAT BII
	
	Cannot be PHIL
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	CAT C
	
	Cannot be PSY
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	CAT E
	
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	BIOL
	131
	Human Anatomy & Physiology I
	4
	
	BIOL
	131
	Human Anatomy & Physiology I
	4

	BIOL
	231
	Adv Human Anatomy and Physiology
	4
	
	BIOL
	231
	Adv Human Anatomy and Physiology
	4

	PSY 
	199
	Intro to Dev Psych
	3
	
	PSY 
	199
	Intro to Dev Psych
	3

	AH
	290
	Medical Terminology
	2
	
	AH
	290
	Medical Terminology
	2

	NURS
	102
	Intro to Professional Nursing
	3
	
	NURS
	102
	Intro to Professional Nursing
	3

	CHEM
	109
	Chemistry for the Health Sciences
	4
	
	CHEM
	109
	Chemistry for the Health Sciences
	4

	BIOL
	207
	General Micro
	3
	
	BIOL
	207
	General Micro
	3

	BIOL
	208
	General Micro Lab
	1
	
	BIOL
	208
	General Micro Lab
	1

	HMD 
	211
	Human Nutrition
	3
	
	HMD 
	211
	Human Nutrition
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Statistics
Course
	
	

	3
	
	Statistics
Course
	






	Selected from these courses:
ECON 206 Statistics
MATH 183 Introductory Statistics
PH 383 Biostatistics in the Health Sciences
PSY 301 Statistics in Psychology
SOCL 300 Using Statistics in Sociology
SWRK 344 Social Work Statistics and Data Analysis
	3




Required Nursing Program Curriculum for a Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree

	NURS
	324
	Patho for Nursing
	3
	
	NURS 
	324
	Patho for Nursing
	3

	NURS
	335
	Health Assessment
	3
	
	NURS
	335
	Health Assessment
	3

	NURS 
	336
	Health Assessment Lab
	1
	
	NURS
	336
	Health Assessment Lab
	1

	NURS
	333
	Fundamentals of Nursing
	3
	
	NURS
	333
	Fundamentals of Nursing
	3

	NURS
	334
	Clinical: Fundamentals of Nursing
	2
	
	NURS
	334
	Clinical: Fundamentals of Nursing
	2

	NURS
	337
	Health Promotion and
Disease Prevention
	3
	
	NURS
	337
	Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
	3

	NURS
	329
	Concepts in Pharm I
	2
	
	NURS
	329
	Concepts in Pharm I
	2

	NURS
	341
	Medical-Surgical Nursing I
	3
	
	NURS
	341
	Medical-Surgical Nursing I
	3

	NURS
	342
	Clinical: M-S Nursing I
	3
	
	NURS
	342
	Clinical: M-S Nursing I
	3

	NURS
	343
	Mental Health Nursing
	2
	
	NURS
	343
	Mental Health Nursing
	2

	NURS
	344
	Clinical: Mental Health Nursing
	1
	
	NURS
	344
	Clinical: Mental Health Nursing
	1

	NURS

	429
	Concepts in Pharm II
	2
	
	NURS 
	429
	Concepts in Pharm II
	2

	NURS
	413
	Nursing Research and Evidence Based
Practice
	3
	
	NURS
	413
	Nursing Research and Evidence Based
Practice
	3

	NURS
	432
	Medical-Surgical Nursing II

	3
	
	NURS
	432
	Medical-Surgical Nursing II
	3

	NURS
	433
	Clinical: Medical-Surgical Nursing II 
	3
	
	NURS
	433
	Clinical: Medical-Surgical Nursing II
	3

	NURS 
	444
	Maternal Child Nursing
	4
	
	NURS
	444
	Maternal Child Nursing
	4

	NURS 
	445
	Clinical: Maternal Child Nursing
	2
	
	NURS
	445
	Clinical: Maternal Child Nursing
	2

	NURS
	403
	Nursing Leadership, Management/ Issues
	4
	
	NURS
	403
	Nursing Leadership, Management/Issues
	4

	NURS
	421
	High Acuity Nursing
	3
	
	NURS
	421
	High Acuity Nursing
	3

	NURS
	422
	Senior Practicum
	3
	
	NURS
	422
	Senior Practicum
	3

	NURS
	448
	Community Health Nursing
	3
	
	NURS
	448
	Community Health Nursing
	3

	NURS
	449
	Clinical: Community Health Nursing
	2
	
	NURS
	449
	Clinical: Community Health Nursing
	2

	NURS
	
	Elective
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	
	Credit Hours
	61
	
	TOTALS
	
	Credit Hours
	58



4.	Rationale for the proposed program change:

· The required hours in the undergraduate nursing program were revised from 61 credit hours to 58 hours to remain competitive in the growing market of nursing program selections.
· The nursing elective courses will remain available to students as an optional course rather than a requirement. The electives serve as a supplement to learning content presented in core nursing courses within the nursing program; therefore are not required for competency in the content.
· Clarification of course sequencing for general education and nursing pre-requisite courses.

5.	Proposed term for implementation: Fall 2014

6.	Dates of prior committee approvals:

	School of Nursing BSN Curriculum Committee	       	        August 30, 2013    			
	
School of Nursing BSN Prelicensure Program		    September 20, 2013 
		
	CHHS Undergraduate Curriculum Committee		__October 28, 2013___

	University Curriculum Committee			___________________

	University Senate					___________________





Proposal Date: October 15, 2013

College of Health and Human Services 
School of Nursing
Proposal to Create a New Academic Degree Type
(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Dr. Mary Bennett, mary.bennett@wku.edu, 270-745-3590

1.	Identification Academic Degree Type:
1.1 Academic degree type name: Associate of Science in Nursing
1.2 Standard degree type abbreviation: ASN
1.3 Catalog description of academic degree type:  The Associate of Science in Nursing is an entry-level degree for nursing. It prepares the graduate to be a registered nurse who can practice in a variety of settings and who has the knowledge base to pursue the Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

2.	Rationale:
2.1	Reason for developing the proposed academic degree type:  

At WKU we currently have an Associate of Science degree with a major in Nursing. This proposal is not to create a new program, but to change the way we refer to our current program. The Associate of Science with a major in Nursing program has been referred to informally as the “Associate Degree program” and abbreviated ADN in documents dating back to the inception of the program. But Associate Degree is a generic term which could apply to many types of 2 year programs (dental hygiene and others). In addition, ADN is not a recognized degree type at the national or state level.  Finally, the majority of Associate degree nursing programs in this state are not Associate of Science degree programs but are only Associate of Applied Science Programs (AAS).  This has created confusion and transfer problems for our graduates, who have more general education and overall credit hours than students graduating from other “Associate Degree Nursing” programs but are lumped together with the AAS students when they try to enter BSN programs.  

This problem was noted when the Associate of Science in Nursing Program merged with the School of Nursing in July 2011 but at that time was not addressed. This problem was highlighted when we turned in program documents to our accreditors for an update report on the merger, who questioned why we referred to our Associate of Science in Nursing program as an ADN and why our documents went back and forth between the correct title ASN, and the generic AD or ADN title. When we tried to correct this by switching to the abbreviation to ASN in all our internal documents, we were told by the registrar’s office and those who work with the catalog that since we had not applied to have an ASN degree, we could not refer to the Associate of Science with a major in Nursing program as an ASN program. Thus, this change would more accurately depict the degree that is being awarded.


2.2	Document need for academic degree type for professional certification, program accreditation, licensure, career advancement, and/or higher education in the academic field:

The School of Nursing is seeking clarification and consistency of terminology among the programs. After speaking to the Office of the Registrar, it is necessary formally to create a new academic degree type in order to use Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) in any and all documents.  The ASN abbreviation is the correct description of the program we have at WKU, and will be less likely to be confused with the lower level Associate of Applied Science (AAS).  The School of Nursing requests that the Associate of Science in Nursing program be abbreviated ASN. ASN is consistent with the other programs in the School of Nursing, the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) and the Master of Science in Nursing (MSN). Further, the Associate of Science in Nursing program’s next accreditation visit is Spring 2015 making this clarification and consistency of terminology imperative. WKU has one of the few actual Associate of Science in Nursing programs in the State, but this fact is often lost as we keep referring to ourselves by the generic term “Associate Degree Program”.  This also affects our student’s ability to transfer into BSN completion programs, because the AAS does not transfer as many hours as an ASN program. 

2.3	List other universities in Kentucky and other states (including programs at benchmark institutions) offering this academic degree type:

In Kentucky, there are 28 schools that offer some type of associate degree in nursing. Of those 28, 15 are in the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS), which offer the technically focused AAS degree in nursing. Unlike WKU, other universities in Kentucky which still have a 2 year nursing program refer to their programs as Associate of Science Nursing (ASN) programs and offer the ASN degree. These Universities include Eastern Kentucky University, Lincoln Memorial University, Midway College, and University of Pikeville. The other Universities in Kentucky which offer a nursing degree have moved away from the 2 year nursing degree in favor of the BSN or higher degree nursing programs. 

2.4	Evidence that this academic degree type is recognized by relevant professional organization(s), regional accreditor (s), and/or the Department of Education: 

All of the schools listed in 2.3 are accredited by the same agency as our Associate of Science with a major in Nursing program, the Accreditation Commission for Nursing Education (ACEN). This indicates that the ASN is the preferred degree for accreditation. In addition, requests that we clean up our language by our accrediting agencies indicates that while our current degree type of Associate of Science with a major in nursing is a recognized type of nursing degree,  the current catalog and other references to this program  as the Associate Degree program or  ADN program is not acceptable by our accrediting agency. This is why we need to change the generic term ADN to the accepted reference of Associate of Science in Nursing or ASN program.  
 
2.5	Relationship of the proposed degree type to other academic degree types now offered by the university:

Western Kentucky University confers four associate degrees: Associate of Arts, Associate of Science, Associate of Applied Science, and Associate of Interdisciplinary Studies. The ASN would be unique to nursing aligning it with the other prelicensure nursing degree at the university, the Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN).

2.6	Current WKU major(s) qualifying for this degree type: Nursing: Major code 273

2.7	Projected number of annual graduates in the proposed degree type:

Ninety students annually based on current graduation rates from our Associate of Science program. While this form is a proposal to create a new degree, we are not creating a new program. We are asking to change the way we refer to our current Associate of Science with a major in Nursing from the “Associate Degree Program in Nursing (ADN)” to the nationally recognized title for Associate of Science in Nursing, which is ASN. This would also allow the degree type of ASN to be on student transcripts to help ease transfer problems for students who later seek to obtain a BSN or MSN. 
	
3.	Proposed term for implementation:  Fall 2014

4.	Dates of prior committee approvals:
            
	School of Nursing
	Aug 30, 2013

	
CHHS Undergraduate  Curriculum Committee 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]October 28, 2013

	Consultation with CPE through Provost’s Office
	October 15, 2013

	Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
	

	University Senate
	

	Board of Regents
	





