                                                                                                  Proposal Date: January 14, 2011

Office of the Registrar

Proposal to Revise an Academic Policy

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Freida Eggleton, freida.eggleton@wku.edu, 745-5432

1.
Identification of proposed policy revision:  Cease retention of the incomplete designation (X) on the transcript after the final grade has been issued
2.
Catalog statement of existing policy:  The grade “X” will continue to appear as the initial grade on the student’s transcript, along with the revised grade.

3.
Catalog statement of proposed policy:   None.  (Delete the policy.)

4.
Rationale for proposed policy revision:  The current policy, approved in 1997, was initiated by graduate faculty who were concerned students were abusing the option to end the semester with incomplete grades and thus take more time to complete their courses.  There was a desire for the transcript to reflect the student did not complete the course on a timely basis; therefore, a student’s course that was initially assigned an incomplete (X) that was subsequently completed now shows on the transcript as X/grade  (i.e. X/B). This notation appears on the transcript regardless of the reason for the incomplete, and students with legitimate extenuating circumstances for needing more time to complete their course(s) may inappropriately be viewed as delinquent by prospective employers or graduate/professional school admission staff.  A review of the public universities in Kentucky and WKU’s benchmark institutions found that only one other Kentucky university, Kentucky State University, and one benchmark university, Stephen F. Austin University (TX) retained the incomplete grade on the transcript.
5.
Impact of proposed policy revision on existing academic or non-academic policies:


None

6.
Proposed term for implementation:

          2011 Spring Semester
7.
Dates of prior committee approvals:


UCC Academic Policy Subcommittee


February 7, 2011

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee


___________________


University Senate





___________________

