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Contact Person:  Thad Crews    e-mail: thad.crewsii@wku.edu     Phone: 745-4643
1.
Identification of proposed major program

1.1
Title:  Business Informatics (BI)

1.2
Degree: Bachelor of Science 

1.3
Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) Code:  11.1099
1.4
Required hours in the proposed major program: 72 hours

1.5
Special information: 

1.6
Program admission requirements: 


Admission to the Gordon Ford College of Business

1.7
Catalog description:

The Business Informatics major is designed to prepare students for professional careers using information technologies to control, support, and enhance business operations and functions. Global business is increasingly relying on the acquisition, deployment, and management of information technology resources and services for use in organizational processes which is resulting in an increasing need for information workers. The Business Informatics major will provide students with a solid business foundation combined with relevant study of modern technology trends and the impact information systems are having throughout business and society. As demand for computer and information processing services continues to increase, so does the need for hybrid business/technology roles. This major will help strengthen the knowledge economy in Kentucky and increase the availability of information workers critical to the attracting and retaining corporate interests in the state.

2.
Rationale

2.1
Reasons for developing the proposed major program:

The role of technology in business has changed dramatically over the past two decades. The Business Informatics (BI) major represents an updating and re-visioning of the Computer Information Systems (CIS) major that was originally established in the WKU College of Business in the 1970s. Individual courses have already been modified and updated in previous years in an effort to make the WKU class offerings current and relevant. The change in major title and content completes this revision process and provides the Ford College of Business with a major option that is poised to benefit Kentucky students and Kentucky businesses that hire our graduates.

2.2 Projected enrollment in the proposed major program:

Enrollments in technology majors have fluctuated wildly in the past decade from the highs of the late 1990s boom to the lows of the early 2000s bust. However the trend seems to be leveling off at levels similar to the early 1990s before the boom and bust years. Thus we would might expect around 80 - 100 majors in the program with about 15 - 20 graduates per year. 
2.3
Relationship of proposed major program to other programs offered by the department/unit:

The Computer Information Systems department currently offers two majors with a technology emphasis: Computer Information Technology (CIT) and Systems Management (SM), both of which are designed primarily as 2+2 majors that allow a student to complete a two-year associate’s degree from KCTCS or a similar school and complete their bachelor’s degree from Western Kentucky University. Both CIT and SM are administratively housed in the University College and neither is an AACSB Business Degree. The Business Informatics (BI) degree will be a business degree in the Gordon Ford College of Business and will be accredited by the AACSB as part of the Ford College accreditation.

The CIT program consists of 60 hours of information technology courses, plus WKU general education requirements.  These information technology courses allow students to develop additional breadth and depth in applied computing technologies. 

2.4
Relationship of proposed major program to other university programs: 

“Computing has become fundamental to the education of those who will participate in modern society.  Computing has dramatically influenced progress in science, engineering, education, business, and other avenues of human endeavor. In modern times, nearly everyone needs to use computers, and many will want to study computing in some form.  Computing will continue to present challenging career opportunities, and those who work in computing will have a crucial role in shaping the future of society.” 
(Source: Computing Curricula Overview Report)

“There is no question that computing in the 21st century encompasses many vital disciplines with their own integrity and pedagogical traditions.” 

(Source: CC2001 www.computer.org) 

Consistent with the vision of national computing curricula models, Western Kentucky University supports a variety of computing courses taught by multiple departments across multiple colleges.

 Ogden College is home to the Math and Computer Science Department.  Computer science spans a wide    range, from its theoretical and algorithmic foundations to cutting-edge developments in robotics, computer vision, intelligent systems, bioinformatics, and other exciting areas.  “Mathematics techniques and formal mathematical reasoning are integral to most areas of computer science.” (Source: CC2001 www.computer.org).
The College of Education is home to the Library Media Education program housed in the Department of Special Instructional Programs. This program emphasizes the role of computers, networks and related technologies in an educational context and for related applications.

Other departments in these and other colleges teach relevant computing concepts and skills as necessary to prepare students for success in their respective fields of study.

2.5
Relationship of proposed major program to similar programs offered elsewhere in Kentucky and in other states (including programs at benchmark institutions):

Informatics programs are on the rise across the United States. Indiana University School of Informatics (identified as one of the “Top 10 Schools to Watch” by Computerworld Magazine, August 2008) provides various major options, including a B.S. in Informatics at IU Kokomo, IUPUI, and IU South Bend. Similar informatics programs combining business and information systems are being developed and/or revised throughout the United States.  Representative examples of similar programs can be found at schools including:  University of California, University of Illinois, University of South Carolina, University of Wisconsin, Clarkson College, and Belmont University. 

Northern Kentucky University has a Department of Business Informatics which offers two degrees, one in Business Informatics and one in Healthcare Informatics. Most of the other public institutions in the state have similar programs in Computer Science, Information Systems or both.  Murray State has a program in Telecommunications Systems Management – a blend of business and telecommunication courses. The updating and re-visioning of the business/technology major at WKU will complement the offering at other Kentucky school and will play a crucial role reversing the “brain drain” of knowledge workers to neighboring states.

2.6 Relationship of proposed major program to the university mission and objectives:

The proposed Business Informatics Major is consistent with the University’s mission to prepare students to be “productive, engaged leaders in a global society.”  The BI program specifically seeks to address and support several of WKU’s strategic goals.  The major will seek to “Increase Student Learning” by allowing students the opportunity for formal class training in preparation for taking a leadership role in industry in the areas of intersection between business and technology. The major will “Develop the Student Population” through emphasis on Information Technology, which is widely considered to be an economic enabler.  Today, computers impact almost all industries and occupations, and innovative firms are seeking to develop competitive advantage through strategic use of technology.  The Kentucky Innovation Commission indicates that the workforce is ill prepared to participate in many facets of the knowledge economy.  Finally, programs such as Business Informatics will help to develop students and Kentucky’s workforce enabling both to be more competitive in a global economy.
3.
Objectives of the proposed major program:

· Help students be inspired to recognize and contribute to the changing role of technology in business and society.

· Provide a flexible program from multiple disciplines to assist students in developing interdisciplinary understanding of informatics through a wide variety of applied computing technologies.

· Help students be prepared to assume professional employment in a technical environment with a particular emphasis on the information needs of businesses, governmental agencies, schools, not-for-profits and other organizational users. 

4.
Program description

4.1
Curriculum:

I.  General Education (44 hours)

The General Education Program is a set of requirements for all students seeking the baccalaureate degree at Western Kentucky University. It is an integral part of the undergraduate curriculum that both complements and supports the students’ preparation in their major field or specialization

II. Business Core (45 hours)

· MATH 116

· ACCT 200 

· ACCT 201 

· CIS 141 

· ECON 202 

· ECON 203 

· ECON 206

· CIS 243 - Principles of Management Information Systems

· FIN 330 - Principles of Financial Management

· MKT 220 - Basic Marketing Concepts

· MGT 200 - Legal Environment of Business

· MGT 210 - Organization and Management

· MGT 314 - Operations Management

· MGT 498 - Strategy & Policy 
(or) MGT 496 - Small Business Analysis & Strategy 

· ECON 306 - Statistical Analysis 
(or) MGT 313 - Quantitative Methods

III. Business Informatics (27 hours)

BI Required Courses (15 hours)

· CIS 320 - Personal Information Technologies

· CIS 321 - Emerging Information Technologies

· SM 443 - Business Intelligence

· SM 447 - Electronic Commerce Systems

· CIT 350 - Database Administration I

BI Approved Electives (12 hours)

In addition to the common body of business and technology courses, BI students will select 12 hours from any class that may be used to satisfy the minor in the College of Business (see GFCOB Minor) and/or any class that may be used to satisfy a professional concentration within the Systems Management program.

IV. Non-categorical Electives (12 hours)

TOTAL: 128 Hours

4.2
Accreditation, certification, and/or licensure: 

The proposed major in Business Informatics will comply with AACSB standards for Gordon Ford College of Business Bachelor of Science degrees.

4.3
Program delivery:

The program will be delivered primarily through traditional classroom instruction. Some courses may be delivered online and some may be delivered as a hybrid of on-ground and online.

5.
Resources

5.1 Faculty: Current faculty and resources are sufficient. 

5.2      Technological and electronic informational resources (e.g., databases, e-journals, etc.):

Current University, College, and Departmental access to databases, e-journals, and electronic information sources are sufficient.  

5.3
Facilities and equipment:

No additional facilities and/or equipment are required or being requested.

6.
Proposed term for implementation: Spring 2009
7.
Dates of prior committee approvals: 

CIS Department Committee



August 26, 2008


Ford College Curriculum Committee 


September 4, 2008
   

University Curriculum Committee







University Senate









Attachments:  Program Inventory Form












