
PUBLIC AFFAIRS
PROGRAM INFORMATION:

The Public Affairs division of Western Kentucky University exists to build strong relationships with University constituents and to enhance the image of WKU among internal and external audiences.  The division includes Governmental Relations, Media Relations, Communications, Marketing, University Publications, Campus and Community Events, Ceremonies and Special Events and the WKU Welcome Center.  
The Public Affairs division supports WKU’s Challenging the Spirit Strategic Plan and the University’s vision to become “A Leading American University with International Reach” by focusing on the following programs and activities:

· Governmental Relations serves as WKU’s liaison to local, state and federal governments, maintaining a presence in Frankfort, KY, and in Washington, DC, and seeks to ensure that WKU’s public interests are safeguarded and its opportunities maximized (Strategic Goal 4, “Improve the Quality of Life in Kentucky and Beyond,” and Goal 5, “Enhance the Financial, Physical and Resource Capacities of the University”);
· Media Relations seeks to ensure regional, state and national media exposure to promote and publicize WKU programs, faculty and student achievements and academic quality initiatives (Strategic Goal 2, “Grow a High Quality, Diverse and Engaged Student Body,” Goal 3, “Enrich Academic Excellence through Premier Faculty and Staff,” and Goal 4 “Improve the Quality of Life in Kentucky and Beyond”);
· Marketing, Communications and University Publications are responsible for developing, updating and implementing WKU’s Marketing Plan, coordinating and designing all University publications, and developing and maintaining the University’s website as a comprehensive communications vehicle for internal and external constituents (Strategic Goal 2, “Grow a High Quality, Diverse and Engaged Student Body,” Goal 3, “Enrich Academic Excellence through Premier Faculty and Staff,” and Goal 4, “Improve the Quality of Life in Kentucky and Beyond”);
· Campus and Community Events and Ceremonies and Special Events are responsible for providing support for all events hosted by the President of WKU and/or involving WKU as a primary event host or sponsor.  Events staff provide logistical and technical support as well as quality control for all WKU events and are responsible for promoting WKU’s involvement in the community (Strategic Goal 4, “Improve the Quality of Life in Kentucky and Beyond”); and
· The WKU Welcome Center seeks to respond to the needs of WKU’s constituents by providing a central location on the campus for alumni, visitors, prospective students and others seeking information and assistance (Strategic Goal 4, “Improve the Quality of Life in Kentucky and Beyond”).
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