ATHLETICS

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Intercollegiate athletics have long been an integral and visible aspect of Western Kentucky University life. The criterion for success in intercollegiate athletics at Western Kentucky University is inextricably linked to the educational mission of WKU and falls within the goals, objectives, activities and performance indicators of the institution’s strategic plan, Challenging the Spirit.  Emphasis is especially notable with regard to the academic and personal development of the student athletes and the institution’s commitment to honoring the highest standards of amateur competition.  More specifically, the Athletics Department advances WKU’s Strategic Goal 1, “Increase Student Learning,” and Strategic Goal 2, “Grow a High Quality, Diverse, and Engaged Student Body,” through its commitment to the appropriate recruitment, educational progress and timely graduation of WKU’s student athletes.  Offering life skills seminars and educational sessions for student athletes will encourage career opportunities for student athletes as they graduate and pursue their career objectives.

GOALS/ANTICIPATED PROGRAM ACTIVITIES:
It is the goal of the WKU administration, the Board of Regents, and in particular, the Department of Athletics to continue to provide an intercollegiate athletics program that:

· Shows concern for the growth and development of the student-athlete in all areas of college life and stresses the importance of each athlete obtaining a degree.  A student-athlete is a student who participates in intercollegiate athletics;

· Reflects WKU’s commitment to a strong, broad-based program for men and women in both revenue and non-revenue producing sports;

· Encourages good sportsmanship and decency not only among its student-athletes, but throughout the WKU community;

· Employs the highest caliber coaches and administrators who are committed to the integrity and excellence of the total athletic program;

· Assumes a leadership role in intercollegiate athletics regionally and nationally;

· Maintains control and integrity of fund-raising activities, such as control of access to athletic events both on and off-campus and by playing a central role in the management of televised athletic events and the income derived from such events;

· Follows the established guidelines of the admissions policies process and administrative policies when recruiting student-athletes;

· Encourages the importance of character development by imparting the qualities of self-discipline, honesty, teamwork, endurance, and commitment;

· Works with constituencies within WKU to maintain a policy of openness and to promote unity and flexibility, basing all final decisions on the premise, “What is best for WKU;” and

· Provides an intercollegiate athletic program that maintains a high level of competitive excellence in intercollegiate sports.

Listing of sports and anticipated total number of student-athletes:

Number Of 




 Number of

Men
 
Athletes 

Women
 
 
Athletes
Fall

Football

    119


Volleyball

     12
Cross Country
      13


Soccer


     25






Cross Country

       6
Winter

Basketball

     16


Basketball

     12
Swimming

     35


Swimming

     21
Indoor Track
    
     37


Indoor Track

     22
Spring

Outdoor Track
     39


Outdoor Track
   
     23
Golf

     11


Golf


     12    

Tennis

     11


Tennis


     10
Baseball

     38


Softball

        
     20
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