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UNIVERSITY SENATE

Senate Executive Committee

Monday, October 5, 2009

3:45 p.m. – WAB 239

MINUTES

I.  Call to Order


The regular meeting of the WKU Senate Executive Committee was called to order Monday, October 5, 2009 at 3:45 p.m. in WAB 239.

The following members were present:  

Jim Fulkerson, Tony Harkins, Kate Hudepohl, Molly Kerby, Paul Markham, Richard Miller, Patricia Minter, Holly Payne, Heidi Pintner, Francesca Sunkin, Dave Vickery, Carol Watwood, Rich Weigel, David Zimmer

Alternates present were:

Mark Doggett for Greg Arbuckle, Julie Shadoan for Beth Plummer
II.  Minutes
The minutes of the September 8, 2009 meeting were approved as read with no additions or corrections.
III
Reports:

1.  Chair, Paul Markham: 

· Discussed the “issue response and discussion” feature of the Senate website.

· Reminded SEC members about the Senate office in Garrett Conference Center 106.  The new office can be used for committee meetings.

2.  Vice-Chair, Holly Payne:

· Stated that Senate standing committee membership is almost complete, but she still needs to identify a regional campus representative for the Faculty Welfare and Professional Responsibilities Committee. 
3. Secretary, Kate Hudepohl

· Requested that committee members use sign-in sheet.

4. Committee Chairs

a.  University Curriculum Committee, Julie Shadoan (Acting Chair):

· Presented the University Curriculum Committee report, which was unanimously approved.

b.  General Education Curriculum Committee, Rich Weigel (Chair):
· Presented the General Education Curriculum Committee report, which was unanimously approved. 
c. Faculty Welfare and Professional Responsibility Committee, Jim Fulkerson (co-Chair with Vicki Metzgar):
· Presented a list of potential topics to be addressed by Faculty Welfare and asked SEC member for feedback (see handout).  Fulkerson noted that the list included new and old items.  Discussion and feedback about particular items followed.
d. Academic Quality Committee, Tony Harkins (Chair):
· Announced that committee has not yet met this semester.
5. Advisory
a.  Faculty Regent, Patricia Minter:
· Noted that when liability insurance goes through, it will have been four years since Senate first raised the topic.
· Asked members to look for an e-mail from Tony Glisson regarding changes in healthcare insurance benefits.  She anticipated that it would generate lots of conversation and predicted it would be one of the biggest issues facing Senate and the SEC this year.
· Disseminated information gathered from various Board of Regents meetings (summer committee/full meetings and fall committee meeting). 
b.  SGA Representative, Dave Vickery
· No report
c.  Provost, Richard Miller for Barbara Burch:

· Completed notifications to four faculty who will not be continued.  
· Described a newly approved hiring plan for African American faculty at WKU.  

· Requested that SEC consider revisiting the decision passed at the September 2009 Senate meeting to limit Clinical Ranks to the College of Health and Human Services because it is the only rank on which the Senate votes.  Chair Markham suggested that this issue might be put on the agenda for a future SEC meeting. 
IV.  Old Business:

1. Faculty Handbook Committee
Senator Julie Shadoan reported that the committee is waiting for additional information such as language about clinical ranks and the official status of liability insurance.
2. Faculty Welfare Survey  (further sorting for reference and committee referral)
This will be discussed within committee and not dealt with now.
V.
New Business:

1. Revise Charter to include Graduate Council Chair (Nevil Speer) 
Graduate Council Chair, Nevil Speer, asked why his committee is not represented on the SEC.  Several SEC members pointed out that SEC membership consists of SEC officers and chairs of the standing committees of the Senate.  The Graduate Council is not a standing committee of the Senate.  It was suggested that Chair Markham speak with Andrew McMichael for background information.  
2. Campus Smoking Ban (Senator Vicki Metzgar – Motion to refer to SEC for committee assignment.  Work with SGA and Staff Council)
During the New Business portion of the September 2009 Senate meeting, Senator Vicki Metzgar requested that SEC consider a campus-wide smoking ban.  A brief discussion followed in which it was noted that the SGA passed a resolution to enforce the current policy and that they are currently doing a student interest survey, that incentives to quit smoking are now part of the state health insurance plan, and that there are smoking cessation plans on WKU’s campus (for a fee).  Chair Markham suggested that Faculty Welfare consider it as one of their agenda items and that if they decide it is too complex for them, an ad hoc committee might be formed.
3. Athletic Committee Representative for Gordon Ford (announce electronic voting result)
Chair Markham announced that Brian Sullivan won the election and will serve as the Gordon Ford representative on the Athletic Committee.  A brief discussion followed in which it was shared that every college has a representative on the committee, that President Ransdell has authority over the committee, and that there are no term limits for committee members.
4.  Colleges Sponsor full Senate meetings E.g. provide refreshments, etc.  (recommendation from Dean John Bonaguro)
The SEC voted to decline the offer.
5.  Review of potential business items 

Chair Markham requested that standing committee chairs review the handout entitled “Potential Business Items for Senate” attached to this meetings agenda, send comments to him and he will post them on the website.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Kate Hudepohl
