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Action Items  

Course Proposals and Syllabi Attached 

Approval of: 

1.New Course Proposal: School of Media, Influence of the Photograph (PJ 

101) Explorations 

 

Colonnade Explorations Course Proposal 

 

Proposal Contact Name: Professor James Kenney     E-mail: james.kenney@wku.edu  

Phone: 270.745.6307 

College and Department: School of Media  Proposal Date: 10/12/20 

 

1. Course Details: 

1.1 Course prefix (subject area), number and title: PJ 101 Influence of the Photograph 

1.2 Explorations sub-category (Arts & Humanities, Social & Behavioral Sciences; Natural & 

Physical Sciences): Arts and Humanities 

1.3 Credit hours: 3     

1.4 Prerequisites1: None 

1.5 Equivalent courses (prefix and number): None 

1.6 Expected number of sections offered each semester/year: 1-2 per year, depending on 

student demand. 

1.7 Is this an existing course or a new course? New course 

1.8 Proposed implementation term? First available 

1.9 Where will this course be offered? (Bowling Green main campus, regional campuses, 

online? List all.) Bowling Green main campus and online. 

 

2. Provide a brief course description (100-200 words). 

Since its inception in 1826, photography has been recognized as a scientific phenomenon, a revolutionary 

art form, and a conduit of controversy. No matter how it is viewed, its impact on cultures worldwide is 

 
1 Courses may require prerequisites only when those prerequisites are within the Colonnade Foundations 

and/or Explorations listing of courses. 

mailto:james.kenney@wku.edu


unequivocal. But even its inventors could not have imagined the role photography would play two 

centuries later. The purpose of this course is to build a context for appreciating the power and 

pervasiveness of photography, as well as gaining an understanding of its astounding influence on modern 

society through both traditional and online dissemination, in particular with social media platforms. 

Through the exploration and analysis of various forms of visuals presented in class, students will be 

equipped with the necessary tools to be informed and savvy consumers of images while also using the 

photographic medium to develop effective communication skills. 

 

3. How will this course meet the specific learning objectives of the appropriate subcategory? Please 

address all of the learning outcomes listed for the appropriate subcategory.   

The objectives of this course are focused on meeting the five Colonnade learning objectives in the 
Arts and Humanities category of Explorations. A combination of research, classroom discussion, 
image analysis, and written exercises will be used to achieve these goals. 
 
 
Colonnade Learning Objective 1: 
Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts and vocabulary of specific disciplines 
within the Arts and Humanities. 
 
Students completing this course will be able to articulate their understanding of: 

• The power of a photograph through the examination and analysis of photographic content, 
including techniques and terminology specific to the visual field. 

• The various genres of the photographic medium, analyzing their shared foundational 
characteristics and distinct differences.  

 
Colonnade Learning Objective 2: 
Distinguish between various kinds of evidence by identifying reliable sources and valid 
arguments.  
  
Students will be able identify: 

• Particular aspects of the visual medium through analysis of specific photographs, as well as 
commentaries about how these photographs have influenced art and culture. 

• The unique impact of photography on the art world and society as a whole through the 
critical evaluation of photographs.  

• The arguments surrounding controversial photographs, as seen through the lens of ethics 
and ethical decision-making. 
 

 
Colonnade Learning Objective 3: 
Demonstrate how social, cultural, and historical contexts influence creative expression in 
the arts and humanities. 
 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the societal effects on the creative process through: 

• Comparative analysis of societal concerns and the photographers’ portrayals of these 
events, cultural movements, conflicts, and artistic trends. 

• The study of the influence of documentary photography and its goal to raise awareness 
about critical issues, lend a voice to the voiceless, and affect change. 



• Examining citizen journalism and its impact on traditional newsgathering norms and 
behaviors. 
 

 
Colonnade Learning Objective 4: 
Evaluate the significance of human expression and experience in shaping larger social, 
cultural, and historical contexts.   
 
Students will research and evaluate: 

• How images can perpetuate stereotypes and cultural misconceptions.  
• How photographs used in advertising and in documentary storytelling can impact the global 

community as well as the students’ own personal perceptions and artistic sensitivities. 
• Case studies that show photographs being used as propaganda and social influencing. 
• Case studies that compare an individual’s right to privacy versus the public’s right to know. 
• Images that misrepresent, deceive, and distort reality, resulting in skewed societal 

perceptions.  
 
 
Colonnade Learning Objective 5: 
Evaluate enduring and contemporary issues of human experience. 
 
Students will effectively evaluate photographs by: 

• Learning what makes an effective photograph through a study of images that successfully 
communicate through the use of light, composition, and timing. 

• Cognitively “reading” photographs in order to identify their potential to inform, influence, 
motivate, and deceive, so as to become more savvy visual consumers. 

• Anticipating the future influence of visuals, especially through social media, based on 
technological advances and societal trends. 

 

4. Syllabus statement of learning outcomes for course. NOTE: In multi-section courses, the same 

statement of learning outcomes must appear on every section’s syllabus.  

 

Colonnade learning outcomes: 
Students will demonstrate the ability to:  

1. Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts and vocabulary of specific disciplines 
within the Arts and Humanities.  

2. Distinguish between various kinds of evidence by identifying reliable sources and valid 
arguments.  

3. Demonstrate how social, cultural, and historical contexts influence creative expression in 
the arts and humanities.  

4. Evaluate the significance of human expression and experience in shaping larger social, 
cultural, and historical contexts.  

5. Evaluate enduring and contemporary issues of human experience.  
  

 

 



PJ 101 learning outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 

• Identify, examine, and evaluate a diverse selection of photographs from 

around the world. 

• Analyze and deconstruct photographs, including specific compositions,  

lighting, and story-driven content. 

• Discuss methods and creative practices of a diverse representation of  

photographers worldwide. 

• Distinguish and contrast the photograph as both a credible witness and a 

misrepresentation of reality. 

• Examine various genres of photography and their significance and influence. 

• Develop an understanding of the influence of the photograph both as an  

individual and as a member of a global society. 

• Discuss photography’s key role in social media influencing. 

• Recognize the important role of the selection process of the editor and its  

effect on the dissemination and public perception of issues and events. 

• Analyze the ethical implications of manipulation both in taking photographs in the field and 

in the processing of images using digital software. 

 

5. Brief description of how the department will assess the course for these learning objectives.  

 

Assessment will be based on student responses to exam questions that show a mastery of the 

specific learning objectives.  

 

Assessment tool for Objective 1: Utilize basic formal elements, techniques, concepts and 
vocabulary of specific disciplines within the Arts and Humanities.    
After class and small-group discussion about the power of visuals in society, students will answer 
exam questions to determine their ability to identify technical definitions, artistic concepts, and 
processes. 
 
Assessment tool for Objective 2: Distinguish between various kinds of evidence by 
identifying reliable sources and valid arguments.  
Students will participate in group discussions of case studies in ethics and other issues involving 
the use of photographs portraying sensitive issues. Exam questions will be used to assess the 
students’ grasp of the societal consequences resulting in the gathering and publication of these 
images.  
 
Assessment tool for Objective 3:  Demonstrate how social, cultural, and historical contexts 
influence creative expression in the arts and humanities.  
Exam questions will be used to assess the students’ understanding of how cultural events and 
issues shape the motivation, creativity, and innovation contained in a photographer’s images. 



 
Assessment tool for Objective 4:  Evaluate the significance of human expression and   
experience in shaping larger social, cultural, and historical contexts. 
Though a series of exam questions, students will be assessed on their understanding of the different 
genres of photography and distinguishing their unique effects on society. 
 
Assessment tool for Objective 5:  Evaluate enduring and contemporary issues of human 
experience. 
Students’ competency in identifying innovative visual technologies and aesthetics will be assessed 
through exam questions that will also measure their understanding of how these elements will 
produce memorable and influential photographs in the future. 
 

• A random sample of 30% of the student exams will be assessed by the Photojournalism 
program’s evaluation committee to determine the students’ grasp of the learning objectives 
of the class. These students must answer at least 70% of the assessment items correctly to 
achieve a Satisfactory level of student learning. The results will be used by the committee to 
determine future measures to improve learning outcomes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.  Please attach sample syllabus for the course.  PLEASE BE SURE THE PROPOSAL FORM AND THE 

SYLLABUS ARE IN THE SAME DOCUMENT.
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