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WKU HOSTING TWO-DAY CONCERT SEPT. 13-14 AT DIDDLE ARENA

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. – Western Kentucky University’s Campus Activities Board to host Festival of Heroes, a two-day concert event to raise awareness for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Tickets go on sale Aug. 21st.

One-day tickets are $35 for WKU students and $40 for non-students. 

Two-day tickets are $60 for WKU students and $70 for non-students. All tickets are general admission and are available at the WKU Ticket Office or online at www.wkusports.com. Students must purchase tickets in person at the ticket office with a valid ID and WKU Student ID to receive discounted tickets.
Sixteen bands – local, regional and national artists covering a variety of musical genres -- will perform during the Sept. 13-14 event at WKU’s Diddle Arena. The concert will begin at 5 p.m. both days.

Artists scheduled to perform Sept. 13 are: Augustana, Ben Kweller, Carawae, Everyday Atlas, Hawthorne Heights, Making April, My Favorite Highway, Recycled Percussion.

Artists scheduled to perform Sept. 14 are: Basement Upstairs, Gravity Hill, Grits, Jason Mraz, John Reuben, Lupe Fiasco, Phi Mu Alpha Battle of the Bands Winner, Redding Brothers, Thousand Foot Krutch.

The latest information on the Festival of Heroes will be available online at www.festivalofheroes.com.

For more information on this or any other Campus Activities Board event visit www.wku.edu/cab.
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CONTACT:

Kristina Dyer, Public Relations Director, Campus Activities Board

Phone: (859) 338-6388

E-mail: kristina.dyer@wku.edu


MEDIA ADVISORY

Western Kentucky University’s Campus Activities Board to host Festival of Heroes, a two-day concert event to raise awareness for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. A Press Conference will be held to provide local and regional media outlets with further information about the huge upcoming event.
WHO:

Kristina Dyer, Public Relations Director, CAB



Jordan Pauly, Co-Concert Chair, CAB



Torrence Douglas, Co-Concert Chair, CAB



Matt Neely, Office Manager, CAB



Kelly Ogles, Lecture Chair, CAB
WHAT: 
Members of the Campus Activities Board will be giving a detailed description of the event and allow the attendees to present any questions.

WHEN:
Friday, August 17, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.
WHERE:
Western Kentucky University



DUC 3rd Floor



Bowling Green, KY 42101

WHY:

To express the importance of this event.
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Date:

September 13 & September 14, 2007

Time:

Doors open at 5pm both days

Opening band starts at 5pm

Parking structures open for $5 public parking at 4pm

Place:

Western Kentucky University Diddle Arena

Parking:

Parking is $5 in Parking Structure 1 and Parking Structure 2
 Parking is FIRST COME FIRST SERVE & NO RE-ENTRY
Ticket Information:

Tickets go on sale August 21st. Available at the Diddle Arena Box Office, which is located inside Entrance 1 and is open from 8:00am - 4:30pm Monday -Friday. Tickets can also be purchased 24 hours a day at www.wkusports.com.  Contact the ticket office at 1-800-5-BIG-RED or 1-270-745-5222 with any further questions. WKU students must purchase tickets in person at the ticket office with a valid ID and WKU Student ID to receive discounted tickets.

$35/1-day or $60/2-day pass Limit 2 w/ valid WKU Student ID

$40/1-day or $70/2-day pass General Admission

Directions to Diddle Arena:

From I-65 North (heading south): Take the first Bowling Green exit (exit 28) at the Corvette Plant and Corvette Museum onto the connector road that will take you to US 31-W. Follow the signs for US 31-W South — Bowling Green. Stay on the four-lane US 31-W South (Louisville Road) to the stop light at the bridge over Barren River. 31-W turns left at that stoplight; however, you want to continue straight through the light on Louisville Road which will split into two one-way streets at Sixth Ave. The one-way SW is Adams Street. When the one-way streets merge into the four-lane University Blvd., you will be on the NW corner of the Western Kentucky University campus (railroad on right, WKU on left). Go straight through the first stoplight (at Old Morgantown Road/Dogwood Drive) and the University Parking Structure will be the first building on your left, followed immediately by the back side of E.A. Diddle Arena, the Arena/Stadium Parking Lot and L.T. Smith Stadium.
From the Cumberland Parkway: Take I-65 South at the west end of the Cumberland Parkway and follow the directions for I-65 (heading south) above.

From I-65 South (heading north): Take the first Bowling Green exit (The Natcher Parkway, exit 20) and proceed on the Natcher Parkway to the Bowling Green-Franklin exit (exit 5 — US31-W). At the end of the ramp, turn right (north) onto US 31-W (Nashville Road) into Bowling Green. The second stoplight after passing through the Campbell Lane intersection (Bowling Green Mall is on your left and a Burger King and Kroger are on the right at the Campbell Lane intersection) will be University Blvd. (to the left). Turn left (there is a left-turn lane and arrow) onto University Blvd., to the Western Kentucky University campus. You will pass through two stoplights and the athletics complex will then be on your right. You will pass Nick Denes Field (baseball) first, followed by the University Tennis Courts and L.T. Smith Stadium. The Arena/Stadium Parking Lot and E.A. Diddle Arena will be on your right just past the Stadium.

From US 68-80 West (heading east): Follow US 68-80 (Russellville Road) into Bowling Green. You will pass under a railroad overpass (with its "Welcome to Western" sign) and then, at the stoplight, both the center and left lanes turn left. You want to turn left at that light onto University Blvd. The athletics complex will then be on your right — first Nick Denes Field (baseball), then the University Tennis Courts and L.T. Smith Stadium. The Arena/Stadium Parking Lot and E.A. Diddle Arena will be on your right just past the Stadium.

From the Natcher Parkway (heading south): Take the first Bowling Green exit (US 231, exit seven) and turn right onto Morgantown Road (US 231) into Bowling Green. You will cross Veterans Memorial Lane and pass Warren Central High School (on the right). When you reach the junction of US 231 and US 68-80 (Burger King on your left, Holley Corporation on your right and BP Oil and Arby's straight ahead), turn left onto Russellville Road and follow the directions for US 68-80 above from the railroad overpass ("Welcome to Western" sign) on in to Diddle Arena/Smith Stadium.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

ALL media MUST send an e-mail to wkucab@wku.edu to request a press pass by September 1, 2007. NO passes will be distributed at the box office or through any other forms of communication. The media pass can be picked up at the CAB Office located in RM 331, 3rd floor of DUC. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Campus Activities Board

FACT SHEET

HISTORY OF THE CAMPUS ACTIVITIES BOARD (CAB)
(Information provided by University Archives, Kentucky Building, WKU) 
 

          Aug 31, 1971, President Dero Downing appoints a board of students, faculty, and administration to the all new Student Center Board or University Center Board (UCB).  The board’s main purpose is to plan and coordinate activities around the university center.  Original UCB committees included: Contemporary music committee responsible for concerts, mini concerts, and dances; Lecture committee responsible for celebrity lectures; Recreation committee to handle DUC 4th floor activities; Arts and Exhibits committee kept the stereo listening center, craft center, and cultural center running; Leisure life committee scheduled special events like Halloween, student road trips, and campus movie nights.  
          For eight years, UCB worked in conjunction and under the supervision of Associated Student Government (ASG).  It was not until a proposal in March 1979 that the UCB was allowed to branch off creating its own set of five committees that planned a wide range of student programs. These programs ranged from a night with the National Shakespeare Company to a concert in Diddle Arena with REO Speedwagon.  
          In 1999, with revisions to the constitution, UCB changed its name to Campus Activities Board (CAB).  The name change reflected the emergence of campus wide program compared to past programming which had concentrated on the university centers.  
          Currently, CAB houses its office on the third floor of the Downing University Center.  The twelve member board consists of: President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, Public Relations-Print, Public Relations-Media, Comedy Chair, Concert Chair, Lecture Chair, Minority Student Interest Chair, Novelty Chair, Special Events Chair, and Spirit Chair. 
          CAB programs have included: concerts and lectures from celebrities like Jim Breuer, Rue McClanahan, Morgan Spurlock, Nappy Roots, Carrot Top, and Clayton Miller Band; as well as other programs like monthly comedians, pre DVD-movie nights, Hilloween, Big Red’s Roar, and more.   

UCB - CAB bringing quality programming to the Western Community since 1971

 

CAB Mission Statement:
 

          The Campus Activities Board (CAB) supports the overall mission and goals of Western Kentucky University by offering a wide range of co-curricular experiences for students, faculty, and staff. The primary purpose of CAB is to propose, plan, promote, and present a variety of activities designated to server the cultural, educational, and social interests of the WKU community.  
*For more information regarding the Campus Activities Board: contact Azurdee Garland at wkucab@wku.edu.
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St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

FACT SHEET

Proceeds Benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, located in Memphis, Tennessee, is one of the world's premier centers for research and treatment of catastrophic diseases in children, primarily pediatric cancers.

Mission: The mission of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital is to advance cures, and means of prevention, for pediatric catastrophic diseases through research and treatment. Consistent with the vision of our Founder Danny Thomas, no child is denied treatment based on race, religion or a family's ability to pay. 

Research Focus: Research efforts are directed at understanding the molecular, genetic and chemical bases of catastrophic diseases in children, identifying cures for such diseases and promoting their prevention. Research is focused specifically on cancers, acquired and inherited immunodeficiencies, infectious diseases and genetic disorders. 

Current Research: The current basic and clinical research at St. Jude includes work in gene therapy, bone marrow transplant, chemotherapy, the biochemistry of normal and cancerous cells, radiation treatment, blood diseases, resistance to therapy, viruses, hereditary diseases, influenza, pediatric AIDS and psychological effects of catastrophic diseases. St. Jude also conducts long-term biostatistical investigations on its patients and is the only pediatric research hospital that has been awarded a National Cancer Institute cancer center support grant.

Expansion: St. Jude continues an extensive expansion program to bolster the hospital’s research / treatment efforts, while more than doubling the size of the original St. Jude campus. The expansion includes the Children's GMP, LLC, the nation’s only pediatric research center on-site facility for production of highly specialized medicines and vaccines; and an expanded Immunology Department. St. Jude has also added two new departments: Chemical Biology & Therapeutics and Cancer Prevention and Control. Future growth will include a new Integrated Patient Care and Research Building where rapidly evolving CT (computerized tomography) and MR (magnetic resonance) technology will keep St. Jude at the cutting edge for radiation therapy in a pediatric / adolescent setting. 

Patients: About 4,900 patients are seen at St. Jude yearly, most of whom are treated on a continuing outpatient basis as part of ongoing research programs. The hospital also maintains 60 beds for patients requiring hospitalization during treatment. St. Jude has treated children from all 50 states and from more than 70 countries. Patients at St. Jude are accepted by physician referral when the children or adolescents are newly diagnosed or has a disease under research and treatment by the St. Jude staff. St. Jude is the only pediatric research center where families never pay for treatment not covered by insurance, and families without insurance are never asked to pay.

Founding: St. Jude Children's Research Hospital was founded by entertainer Danny Thomas and opened in 1962. St. Jude is supported primarily by funds from volunteer contributions raised by its national fund-raising arm, ALSAC, which was established by Danny Thomas expressly for the purpose of funding St. Jude. The hospital also receives assistance from federal grants (mainly through the National Institutes of Health and the National Cancer Institute), insurance and investments. 

Nobel Prize: One of the most significant events to occur at St. Jude happened in 1996 when Peter Doherty, PhD, Immunology, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine. He was recognized for key discoveries he made about the workings of the immune system. It is the highest award a scientist can win. 

Operations: Operations are overseen by the Boards of Directors and Governors. The research activities are reviewed annually by the Scientific Advisory Board, composed of internationally prominent physicians and scientists. The hospital's daily operating costs are approximately $1,216,247, which are primarily covered by public contributions. St. Jude has more than 3,130 employees.

Affiliates: St. Jude currently has five affiliate hospitals: the St. Jude Midwest Affiliate in Peoria, Illinois; LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport, Louisiana; Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; the St. Jude Tri–Cities Affiliate in Johnson City, Tennessee; and Huntsville Women's and Children's Hospital in Huntsville, Alabama. 
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Band Biographies

Two-day benefit concert festival featuring 

a variety of local, regional, and national artists
EMCEE (Both Days) ~ MARCIA WALLACE
Comedian, Actress, and Advocate for Breast Cancer Awareness

Prior to her recent role as Maggie the housekeeper on That's My Bush, the irreverent sitcom by the creators of South Park, Marcia Wallace was best known for her Emmy award winning role as Bart's teacher, Mrs. Krabappel, on The Simpsons, and as Carol Kester on The Bob Newhart Show. She reprised that role when she guest starred as Murphy Brown's 66th secretary, for which she received an Emmy nomination. She reunited with Murphy as a member of her breast cancer support group, with her old boss on George and Leo and has had a recurring role on Seventh Heaven. Wallace’s voice has also been heard on several animated series, films and commercials.

Wallace has appeared in the Los Angeles, New York, Chicago and San Diego productions of The Vagina Monologues.

She has also guested on such shows as Seventh Heaven, Providence, Murder She Wrote, Taxi, Magnum P.I., and has had recurring roles on Full House, Charles In Charge and ALF.

Never offstage for long, she toured as Olive Madison in the female Odd Couple. Other stage credits include Same Time Next Year, Twigs, It Had To Be You, Supporting Cast, Prisoner of Second Avenue, Plaza Suite, Gypsy, Promises Promises, Born Yesterday, all three roles in Last of the Red Hot Lovers, the geriatric version of You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown and, most recently, as Ouiser in Steel Magnolias.

Ms. Wallace’s first Los Angeles stage appearance was her starring role in An Almost Perfect Person, which she also produced. Prior to that, her New York stage credits include Calling In Crazy and The Fourth Wall, the improvisational comedy group which ran off Broadway for a year. She has studied with Uta Hagen and David Craig.

In October of 1998, Wallace was featured in a People Magazine cover story on the American breast cancer epidemic along with other celebrities who have survived breast cancer. As a seventeen year survivor, Wallace has become a high profile advocate for breast cancer awareness. In addition to sponsorships, media appearances and her visibility as a television actress, Wallace is also a motivational speaker. She has spoken to thousands of men and women across the country sharing her hilarious and moving story. She also just published her first book. Both her speech and her book are entitled Don’t Look Back, We’re Not Going That Way. The title is a quote from her larger than life father. Of course he also used to say, “If I don’t see you again, the mule is yours”, so not everything he said was deep. The book is subtitled How I Overcame a Rocky Childhood, a Nervous Breakdown, Breast Cancer, Widowhood, Fat, Fire & Menopausal Motherhood and Still Managed to Count My Lucky Chickens.

Day 1- Thursday, Sept 13:

Augustana: (http://www.augustanamusic.com/) We're just people...the 5 of us are 21, 23, and 20...our names are Jared, South (Justin), David, Dan, and Chris...our tour manager's name is Juan (we call him Peor), and he's very handsome, so watch out...we love music, we love to play music...we love to create, and write songs...we're from Greenville, Illinois...we're from Orange County...we're from St. Louis...we're from Los Angeles...we're from Chicago, we're from Atlanta...we're from Nashville...we're from San Diego...and we all live in a van somewhere in between those places at all times...no more than 3 feet from each other, 24 hours a day, for months on end...Some of us who started here years ago, are gone now...some of us are new here...some of us have lost loved ones in life, some of us are gaining new loved ones today...we've been in love, we've been loved...we've had our hearts broken, and in turn done the same to others...We made our first record about these things in the winter of 2004 in Atlanta, Georgia...with an extremely talented musician, a good friend and a family loving man, named Brendan O'Brien...the record is out in stores right now and it's called "All the Stars and Boulevards"...this record means the world to us, and defines us musically up to this point...its a young and scared record...and it's real and from our hearts...We're always on tour, we're always home...we get tired...we have good shows, we have bad shows...we drink, we smoke, we quit, we start again, we lie, we dance, we cheat, we're sorry, we're faithful, we have kids, we have girlfriends, we're single, we're married, we're lost, we're alone, we're finally happy, we're finally home...we smile, we cry, we live, and we'll die...but as long as you care to listen to what we have to sing and say, we promise we'll always give you all we have as people and musicians...and we'll see you all very soon...thank you for listening, goodnite...
Ben Kweller: (http://www.benkweller.com/) My name is Ben Kweller.  I was born in San Francisco, CA on June 16th, 1981.  I grew up in Greenville, TX.  My whole life I have loved music. My dad taught me how to play the drums when I was 7.  I wrote my first song on the piano when I was 9.  I got my first guitar on my 11th Birthday.  It was a Red Fender Stratocaster that was made in Mexico.  Soon after learning how to play guitar I formed the bands Mirage, Fox Glove and Digitalis.  When we were teenagers, John Kent and I formed the group Radish.  Eventually we left High School to pursue Rock and Roll for good. For the past six months I've been writing and recording demos at longtime friend/producer, Roger Greenawalts studio Shabby Road.  In the beginning of October '05 I began talking to different possible producers for the album.  I was just in L.A. meeting a few and fly to London in early November to meet with one more.  I plan to make a decision very soon after the London trip.  I will most likely began recording the album in January.  There is talk of recording in London or L.A.  Since I made both Solo studio albums in NYC I'd like to do something different for this one.  London might be a little dreary in January, so L.A. sounds more appealing.  

Carawae: (http://www.myspace.com/carawae) Together since 2004, Carawae is an alternative pop-rock group born in Stevensville, Michigan. Blending breath taking guitar harmonies with heart stopping vocal melodies, Carawae has become one of the Midwest's top unsigned acts. With performances for sold-out crowds at venues such as The Beat Kitchen in Chicago, The My Space Café in Detroit and Mac's Bar in Lansing.

Everyday Atlas: (http://www.everydayatlas.com/) With songs that put a new twist on everyday life, Everyday Atlas leaves you wondering how two recent college graduates can describe age-old situations of desire, loss, and life in such new light. Soaring melodies, intricate harmonies, infectious hooks, and tenor ranges remniscent of Wonder & McCartney drive the vocal duo of Ryan Thies (Piano/Vocals) and Danny Tran (Guitar/Vocals). After collaborating on a variety of musical endeavors throughout college, the two musicians came together to create a sound entirely their own. Everyday Atlas distinguish themselves by combining aspects of Pop Rock, Punk and R&B all simmered in some soul and topped off with a helping of poignant subtext and witty lyricism. With a tight and often funky groove provided by Drew Robinson f(Bass) and John Soward (Drums), Everyday Atlas creates an energetic and electric atmosphere during their live shows. EA is unique in their ability not only to connect with their audience, but to create a musical environment that feels subtly sophisticated, yet humbly familiar. EA's first single "Comfortably Uncomfortable" has been ranked #1 by 100's of their musical peers in the Power Pop category of Garageband.com, and has begun getting spins on Nashville's Lightning 100 (WRLT, 100.1 FM), and WRVU 91.1 FM. Recently EA won the Singer/Songwriter Award for their song "Somewhere" in the national Positive Pop Song Contest.

Hawthorne Heights: (http://www.hawthorneheights.com/) PureVolume is owned and operated by Virb Inc. (formerly Unborn Media Inc.); a small, Boston-based social media company. Founders Brett, Nate and Mitchell (all alumni of The University of Massachusetts at Amherst) started Virb Inc. to create fun, far-reaching websites based around lifestyles such as music, online entertainment and social networking. Virb Inc., now 3 years old, is comprised of over 18 team members; and while still based in Boston, works internationally with rising artists, advertisers and record labels. With the recent redesign of PureVolume in December 2005, the Virb Inc. datacenter supports a growing network of over 4 dozen web and file servers, strategically placed across the United States and Europe, dedicated to delivering PureVolume.com and it's media content to the masses. In 2007, the superhero-like minds behind Virb Inc. will be launching several new web properties geared towards the same music, film, entertainment and social networking communities.

Making April: (www.makingapril.com) Making April is a four piece piano rock band from Westchester, NY. 
My Favorite Highway: (http://www.myfavoritehighway.com/) With a sound that can be compared to The All-American Rejects, Third Eye Blind, and The Fray, My Favorite Highway's upbeat and melodically driven pop rock has developed into something that the world of pop music hasn't seen for a while. Two cousins from Fairfax, VA, Dave and Will Cook, formed the band in January of 2005. Members Bobby, Andrew, and Pat joined the band at a later date, completing the line-up. Great bands are defined by great songs; and in the age of MTV and a constantly changing music industry great songs are hard to come by. It is this group’s ability to compose great songs that will define their success. My Favorite Highway has set themselves apart from the mass of indie rock and trendy pop punk bands that occupy the modern rock scene. 

Recycled Percussion: (http://www.recycledpercussion.com/) Is a band of three drummers and a DJ. RP has emerged from underground live show sensation to one of the most powerful touring shows in the U.S. The band has single-handedly brought the terms “Power-Percussion” and “Junk Rock” into mainstream music circles with their acclaimed live show. Remarkable hard-rock drumming led by the world’s “fastest extreme drummer” Justin Spenser, and intoxicating hip-hop funk grooves spun by their turntables, create music that is sophisticated and technical in construction, mesmerizing, in execution, and a fist-pumping thrill to experience.
Day 2- Friday, Sept 14:

Basement Upstairs: (http://www.basementupstairs.com/) Like the four elements of the world - earth, wind, water and fire - each man of this four member quadrant are creative, strong, vital and, most importantly, equal. Basement Upstairs truly comes together in unison to contribute to the vibrant sound the group composes. Delivering message music, party-songs, anthems, lyrical free for all and club bangers, Basement Upstairs has something to offer everyone. Turning non-believers to fans, awaiting their shot at star status. No matter the album, no matter the gig the result is a unique blend of technique and sound, ceaselessly expanding there musical repertoire. A mixture of every coast Kentucky is still a location unheard and in search of heroes in music. The Basement Upstairs has always felt worthy of being one such hero, providing a good ride and giving good times to the sinking ship of rap. In a time where the industry has taken over the Basement Up has every intention of bringing back what people crave. Something realistic and tangible Basement Upstairs brings a true vibe that makes you feel good.
Gravity Hill: (http://www.gravityhillband.net/) What is Gravity Hill? It is a tightly complex bundle of talent riddled with ambition, and an everlasting goal...to be great at what we love to do most...play music. We're just a group of guys who miraculously crossed paths at the right time, and the right place. Who are we, you ask? Just another local band looking to make it in the industry? Not at all...We just go out and do what we do best...play music and have fun doing it. We continue to grow as a band as well as express ourselves through the art of music, and that's what intrigues people. We present a vibrant stage atmosphere that's easy for all crowds to enjoy and relate to.
Grits: (http://www.myspace.com/officialgrits) Twelve years. Eight Albums. Two Grammy nods, Three Dove awards, a Billboard Video Award and a host of other signposts. A catalogue of material that is timeless, classic, and that has always been one step ahead of the curve. Few hip-hop artists can boast any of this. Few hip-hop artists (or artists from any genre for that matter) can navigate the delicate balance between commercial success and artistic credibility and continue to grow with every successive release. But then, most artists aren’t Teron ..Bonafide.. Carter and Stacy ..Coffee.. Jones, aka Grits...Grits has been a southern staple for generations...it just carries on and carries on... says Bonafide. ..Until that day--a day which will be a long way off--we will continue to do what we do best. We’ll write positive hip-hop about freedom that will uplift and benefit the community, and continue to take it up a notch every time we touch a mic.....
Jason Mraz: (http://www.jasonmraz.com/) Rocking socks in Flip-flops signifies that it must the chilly season in southern California. "This is a delight," Jason Mraz, a Virginia Born transplant says of the sudden drop in temperature to a mere 57 degrees. "By golly I bet it could snow," He jests. "I'm still new to Palm trees as a stand-in for the Spruce." 7 Holiday seasons, 6 albums and 3 websites later, Atlantic Recording Artist Jason Mraz is planting his troubadour roots firmly into the sands and soils of the San Diego music scene. Currently working on his third studio album at home, Mraz makes time for surfing, landscaping, & meticulous recycling when he's not writing or playing the role of photo-docu-manitarian. "That's a word I made up to make taking Polaroids sound more profound. Anything creative, like gardening, cooking, taking snapshots, or even sports... is juggling a sport? Anyway, it's what I like to refer to as 'fillin' up the well.' If what you're putting into your body and mind is good stuff, then good stuff is what you're most likely going to give out." Mraz, who visited 16 countries in 2006, is putting together his first book of Polaroid Pictures based on his travels. "What I love about instant photography is that it captures the moment. Digital Photography can sometimes take you out of sync with the real moment always unfolding before you. Digital gives you the option of erasing the moment and trying to produce a better one. I'd rather sit and wait until the light is right before I snap an image. If anything, I get to sit with my subject and truly savor the moment." Mraz's message is clear. Live in the moment. Be present. "And say thank you for everything." He adds. "...and Thank YOU for adding that."
John Reuben: (http://www.johnreuben.com/) The son of a Christian Death Metal Record Label owner and a Messianic Jewish father, John Reuben was raised in a trailer park on a farm that doubled as a church/outreach program for troubled youth. John spent his formative years writing poetry, daydreaming, and turning a profit with his older brother on their baseball card collection. All of this played into his love for hip-hop and an entrepreneurial spirit that prompted him to leave High School early to focus on his musical pursuits. By the age of 18 he had started his own Indie Label, and released several ep's recorded by himself and other artists. He also ran a Hip-Hop night with his brother at a local club on Ohio State campus. Just before his 19th birthday, John packed up his recording gear and moved to Hollywood where he survived by doing extra work for movies and television. If you look close enough you can see him appearing in such classics as "Rocky and Bullwinkle", "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" "Melrose Place" and "Clueless". After receiving interest from a handful of labels, John returned home and signed a deal with Gotee Records. Since then he has released 4 albums selling over two hundred thousand records, toured the world, got married, and linked back up with his brother to produce comedy shorts, including a mocumentary "The Professional Rapper". In 2007 John Reuben will release his fifth and most focused effort to date, "Word of Mouth" produced by Joe Baldridge (Beck,Family Force 5). As a side note john reuben did return to school to get his G.E.D and does not condone dropping out.
Lupe Fiasco: (http://www.lupefiasco.com/) Close your eyes and imagine a world filled with so many contradictions that it’s damn near impossible to tell left from right, up from down and right from wrong. Picture a culture at war with itself, where the best of what it has to offer struggles to see the light of day, where style almost always trumps substance, where people eek out an existence based on their ability to blend in with an insanity that has come to represent the status quo. Okay...now imagine a voice in the midst of that wilderness, in tune yet different from everything that surrounds it. Barely identifiable over the monotonous hum of the daily grind, the voice is a constant that grows louder by the minute. What began as a soft whisper, innocent and only flirting with your audible consciousness, has grown into a definite roar, distinct and undeniable in its existence. Open your eyes. It's 2004. Fantasy meets reality. Hip-hop rules the world. Lupe Fiasco is the voice. At 22 years young, he's an executive with First and Fifteenth Entertainment who pulls from his experiences of being signed as a group member (with Epic), a solo artist (with Arista) and a track broker, in order to blaze his own trail to success. Paying close attention to the advice of his mentor, Jay-Z, Fiasco's got a firm grip on this industry bit. He's a talented mc with the mind of a CEO. From a soft whisper to a definite roar...It's time to hear from the truth.
Phi Mu Alpha Battle of the Bands winner:  Winner to be determined at the Labor Day weekend concert.  

Redding Brothers: (http://www.reddingbrothers.com/)Three guys who grew up listening to their dad play Johnny Cash tunes on an acoustic guitar have embraced the spirit of independent rock & roll. From the backwoods of West Virginia, the dust of Oklahoma, and the pouring rain of Seattle, they've created their own brand of scruffy, intelligent rock. It all began while cruising around small-town Oklahoma in an old LeBaron convertible, the mid-nineties mix of country music and alternative rock scratching through their FM radio. There the guys beat together their idea of what real music was, and what a band should be. But their lives were about to take several twists and turns. Through the earliest years of the 21st century, they would move from Oklahoma to Seattle, from Seattle to living on the road, and from living on the road back to their original home of West Virginia. It was while in WV, in a town with few venues and a sparse music scene, that they would first buckle down and do the one thing most bands fail to do - grow a huge, loyal audience. Where there had been no venues, they took a local movie theater, and made it one of the most popular ones around. Where there had been a sparse music scene, they helped grow a network of musicians and bands that captivated the area. And then, they started aiming for the biggest goal they could find: to fill Charleston, WV's Civic Center. Riding a wave of anticipation, and looking for a way to grow geographically and musically, they made one final move, and headed for Nashville, TN. From Nashville, the brothers have struck out into the college circuit, traveling as far as Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Clarion, Pennsylvania. They've been selected to play alongside performers like Sister Hazel, Gin Blossoms, and Joan Jett & The Blackhearts. And they've started doing what they do best - growing a huge, loyal audience.
Thousand Foot Krutch: (http://www.thousandfootkrutch.com/) Here's a quick TFK refresher course. Somehow, somewhere, you know this band. The Toronto, Canada natives have sold over 200,000 copies of their previous hit album Phenomenon. Along the way, they've won several major awards in their native country and the U.S., broken through on active rock radio, shared the stage with today's leading alt-rockers (Jimmy Eat World, Three Days Grace, The Donnas, Switchfoot, etc.) and even created the first great sports anthem of the 21st century with 2003's adrenaline-fueled hit "Rawkfist" which has been heard everywhere from sports stadiums to commercials! We are here to reassure you that it's OK to simply ROCK again. As in, straight-forward, aggressive, melodic rock'n'roll. And Thousand Foot Krutch is the band that's going to lead the way. "This is a raw record," explains TFK frontman Trevor McNevan, who was up until the very last moment spending 15-plus hours a day in the studio with acclaimed producer Arnold Lanni (Our Lady Peace, Simple Plan, Finger Eleven) finishing the band's latest and greatest album, "The Art of Breaking." In stores Now on Tooth & Nail Records.
