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READING A PICTURE

No one becomes a seasoned art critic overniqht, but
almost anyone can learn to "read" a work of art by
studying the artistic elements that compose it.
Listed below are five basic elements of art and some
titles of prints that illustrate them.

LINE: Straight or curved, bold or delicate, flowing or choppy, vertical, horizontal,
or diagonal, dark or light

EXAMPLES: The lines in Carol Summer's woodcut "Sierra Madre" are curved and
flowing. Alfred Leslie's lithograph "Frank Fata" combines a variety of lines,
including straight and curved, choppy, and bold lines.

COLOR: Bright or dull, strong or weak, 1ight or dark, warm or cool

EXAMPLES: The colors in Paul Jenkins' chromolithograph "Sanctuary" are bright
and strong. Bruce Lowney's chromolithograph "The Flower" is mostly blue, a
color traditionally considered to be cool, while Josef Albers' seriqraph of
red squares is composed of warm, or hot, reds and oranaes.

SHAPE : Geometric or organic, square, rectangular, round, oval, free-form, simple or
complex, free or bound

EXAMPLES: Victor Vasarely's serigraphs combine a variety of familiar qeometric
shapes in seemingly ordered patterns. Paul Jenkins' chromolithograph "Sanctuary"
is comprised of irreqgular, or free-form, organic shapes.

TEXTURE: Rough or smooth, artificial or natural, even or uneven, raised or lowered, soft
or hard, porous, granular, metallic, pebbled

EXAMPLES: The stark silver surface in Garo Antresian" chromolithograph "Silver
Suite" Tooks smooth and artificial. Stephen Raul Amaje's aquatint "Kuraje" de-
picts a more naturalistic scene and combines numerous rough textures.

SPACE:  Deep or shallow, empty or filled, narrow or wide, open or closed, vast or small

EXAMPLES: In Peter Milton's etching "Passage IV," a large, deep space is
partially filled with people, buildings, and events. David Driesbach's
engraving "The Everyday Occurance" is crammed with people, objects, and happeninas.

Now find a work of art that catches your eye. Read its lines, colors, shapes, textures,
and spaces. What do they say to you?
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