Any form of writing on paper or other material
that has not been published is considered a
manuscript.
] One ancient system of writing was cuneiform
(k' ni « form). The Sumerians, people who lived in
ey the lower part of Mesopotamia, now Iraq, pressed
wedged-shaped cuneiform characters into wet clay
tablets. The tablets were dried in the sun or baked
in an oven until they hardened. Instead of 26 letters
like our alphabet, there were 900 cuneiform sym-
bols! You can see a cuneiform tablet in Curiosity Hall
at The Kentucky Museumn. — -
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Man first expressed his thoughts by drawing
pictures on cave walls. People have written on many
kinds of materials but the first paper is believed to
have been made by the Chinese about 105 A.D.
There were paper mills in England in the 15th cen-
tury but none in the United States until 1690.

Quill pens were used in the 1600s but the com-
mon round pencil did not appear until the early
1800s. Typewriters were invented in England in
1714 but were not made in America until 1829,

Today, individuals and libraries collect
manuscript materials: letters, diaries, journals, doc-
uments and autographs. Many valuable
manuscripts are treasured and protected, such as
the original Constitution of the United States,
Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, and favorite children's
poems and stories like Clement Moore's A Visit from
St. Nicholas.

The manuscript collection in The Kentucky
Building contains a signature of Daniel Boone, let-
ters from Presidents John F. Kennedy and Theodore
Roosevelt, book manuscripts by Janice Holt Giles
and items from other famous people. There are also
diaries of everyday people such as Josephine Calvert
and Civil War soldiers.

Preserve the manuscripts in your family.
Someday your signature may be as important as
Daniel Boone's or Abraham Lincoln's!
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