RICHARD  L.  KEYSER
History Department, Western Kentucky University
217 Cherry Hall, 1906 College Heights Blvd., #21086

Bowling Green, KY 42101; tel. 270-745-8861; e-mail:  rick.keyser@wku.edu

Academic Positions

Associate Professor, History Department, Western Kentucky University, Aug., 2009 – present.
Assistant Professor, History Department, Western Kentucky University, Aug. 2002 – Aug., 2009.

Visiting Assistant Professor, History Department, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 2001–2002.
Education

Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, Medieval European History, May 2001.

M.A.
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, Medieval European History, May 1991.

B.S.
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, Biology, May 1982.

Publications: Articles

“Agreement Supersedes Law, and Love Judgment: Legal Flexibility and Amicable Settlement in Anglo-Norman England.” Forthcoming in Law and History Review (final draft accepted May, 2009).

“The Transformation of Traditional Woodland Management: Commercial Sylviculture in Medieval Champagne.” French Historical Studies 32 (2009): 353-84. Available at: http://fhs.dukejournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/32/3/353 *Winner of the American Society for Environmental History’s Alice Hamilton prize for the best article published outside its journal in 2009.

“La transformation de l’échange des dons pieux: Montier-la-Celle, Champagne, 1100-1350.” Revue Historique, 628 (2003): 793-816. Available at: http://www.cairn.info/revue-historique-2003-4-p-793.htm.
“Du don au contrat: la transformation médiévale des transactions fonciers. L’exemple de Montier-la-Celle.” La Vie en Champagne, n.s. 35 (2003): 4-11.

“Les archives de l’abbaye de Montier-la-Celle jusqu’en 1350.” La Vie en Champagne, n.s. 1 (1995):35-41.

Book Reviews and Encyclopedia Entries
“Fontevrault, Abbey and Order of.” In Women and Gender in Medieval Europe: An Encyclopedia. Ed. Margaret Schauss. New York: Routledge, 2006.
Barton, Richard. Lordship in the County of Maine, c. 890-1160 (Rochester, NY: Boydell Press, 2004). Reviewed in The Medieval Review (Aug. 31, 2005), at: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/t/tmr/.
Verhulst, Adriaan. The Carolingian Economy. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. Reviewed in The Historian, 66, no. 3 (Fall 2004): 638-9.

Evergates, Theodore, ed. Littere Baronum: The Earliest Cartulary of the Counts of Champagne (Medieval Academy Books, vol. 107) (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2003). Reviewed in The Medieval Review (Aug. 1, 2004), at: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/t/tmr/.
Grants and Fellowships

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 2007-8

Western Kentucky University, Faculty Summer Scholarship, 2007

Friedrich Solmsen Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2006-7

Western Kentucky University, Faculty Summer Scholarship, 2006

Society for French Historical Studies, Research Travel Award, Summer 2004

Western Kentucky University Junior Faculty Fellowship, Summer 2003

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Stipend, Summer, 2002

Faculty Research Grant, Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha, Martin Fund, Summer, 2002

Dean’s Teaching Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University, Spring 1998

Fulbright Fellowship for Dissertation Research, France, 1992

Conference Papers and Scholarly Presentations
“Common Rights, Eminent Domain, and Sustainability in Medieval Woodlands.” To be presented at the Medieval Academy of America, New Haven, CT, March 20, 2010.
“The Roots of Eminent Domain in Natural Resources: Under and Over the Ground in Medieval France.” First World Congress of Environmental History, Copenhagen, Denmark, Aug. 4-8, 2009.

 “Common Rights: Conflicts over the Usage of Woodlands in Later Medieval France.” Forty-Third International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 8-11, 2008.

“Common Rights? Conflicts over the Usage of Woodlands in Later Medieval France.” Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 29, 2008.

“Common Woods? Conflicts over the Usage of Woodlands in Later Medieval France.” Twenty-Third Annual Ohio Valley History Conference, Bowling Green, KY, Oct. 18-20, 2007.

“Sustainability and Ecology of Managed Woodlands in Champagne, France, 9th-15th Centuries.”

European Society for Environmental History, Amsterdam, Netherlands, June 5-9, 2007.

“Sustainable Woodland Management in Medieval France.” History of Science Brownbag Talks, University of Wisconsin-Madison, March 2, 2007.

“Agreement Vanquishes Law,” Tuesday Lunch Talk, Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Madison, January 30, 2007.

“From Gift to Contract: The Medieval Transformation of Property Dealings, Champagne, France, 1100-1350,” Monday Seminar, Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Madison, January 29, 2007.

“Agreement Trumps Law: Contract and Custom in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries.” American Society for Legal History, Baltimore, MD, Nov. 16-18, 2006.
“The Forest and the Trees: Types of Trees and Woodlands in High Medieval Champagne.” International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 4-7, 2006.

“The Church as Midwife to the State?: Ecclesiastical Courts in Champagne, France, 1150-1300.” American Historical Association, Philadelphia, PA, Jan. 8, 2006.

“An Agreement is Better Than a Law: Contract and Custom in Thirteenth-Century France.” The Midwest Medieval History Conference, Illinois State University, Normal, IL, Oct. 15, 2005.

“Local Knowledge and the Rise of Customary Law.” American Society for Legal History, Austin, TX, Oct., 2004.

“Field, Forest, and Frontier: Writing Boundaries in Medieval Champagne.” 50th Annual Congress of the Society for French Historical Studies, Paris, France, June, 2004.

“Naming the Woods: The Organization and Administration of Woodlands in Medieval Champagne, 1100-1350.” 39th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May, 2004.

“Boundary Determination in High Medieval Champagne.” Midwest Medieval History Conference, Notre-Dame, IN, Oct., 2003. 

“The Law of the Land: The Precise Definition of Space in Medieval Champagne.” The Medieval  Academy of America, Minneapolis, MN, April, 2003.

“Woods for Sale: Commercial Coppicing in the Othe Forest, France, ca. 1300.” 37th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May, 2002.

"Earthly Gifts and Heavenly Rewards: The Transformation of Gift Exchange and the Rise of a Commercial Model for Pious Donations, Montier-la-Celle, France, 1100-1350." Le marché de la terre au Moyen Age (II). Colloque International du Centre de Recherche sur l'Economie et la Société Médiévale Occidentale, Saint-Lambert, France, June, 2001.
Courses Taught

Western Civilization to 1648 (History 119), 2002-present

The Middle Ages (History 307), 2002-2009

The Crusades: West Meets East (History 407), 2003-present

Comparative Monasticism: Buddhism and Christianity (History 491/Rel 401), Spring 2004

Medieval England (History 490-001), Fall 2009

Honors Seminar: Sex and Spirituality in Early Europe (History 490), Fall, 2004

Senior Seminar: Cross-Cultural Encounter in the Western Tradition (History 498), 2004-5 & 2008-9

Graduate Seminar: The Crusades (History 606), Fall 2005

Independent Reading in Medieval History, Spring 2006 & Spring 2009

B.A. Honors and M.A. Theses Supervised

Meghan Bishop. “Sir Thomas More’s History of King Richard III: An Educational Exercise.” B.A. History Honors Thesis, 2004.

Phillip Shaw. “Rumors in the First Century of Crusading.” M.A. Thesis, 2006.

Mathews, Justin. “German Crusade Chronicles.” M.A. Thesis, 2009-2010 (in progress).

Departmental and University Service

Organizer, History Department Faculty Research Colloquium, 2003-2006, 2008-
History Department Alternate Representative, Faculty Senate, 2003-2006

Alternate At-Large Representative, University Curriculum Committee, 2004 

Potter College Faculty Development Committee, 2004-
History Department Islamic World Search Committee, 2004-2006

Public and Professional Service
Reviewer, NEH Summer Stipend Panel, European History, October-November, 2009.

“The Crusades.” Bowling Green Public High School, March, 2003
“The Crusades.” Unitarian Universalist Church, Bowling Green, April, 2004.

“Cyprus.” WKU Libraries, Faraway Places Series, Barnes and Nobles Bookstore, Bowling Green, March 17, 2005 (at: http://www.wku.edu/library/faraway/).
Professional Associations: American Historical Association; Medieval Academy of America
Languages: Fluency in French; reading knowledge of Latin, German, Italian, and Spanish.
