Dr. John A. Hardin is Professor of History at Western Kentucky University. He joined WKU in 1991 as Associate Professor and was promoted to Professor in 2009. He has served as Assistant to the Provost for Diversity Enhancement (2002-2005) in the WKU Office of Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs and as Assistant Dean of  Western’s Potter College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (1997-2002). He has taught Black Studies at Eastern Washington University at Cheney, Washington (1984-1991) and history at Kentucky State University, Frankfort, Kentucky (1972-1974; 1976-1984). He has served as a visiting faculty member at Kentucky Wesleyan College, Spokane Community College, University of Kentucky and University of Louisville.

 

He has degrees in History from Bellarmine University, (B. A.), Fisk University (M. A.) and the University of Michigan (Ph. D.). His  research areas are twentieth century African American and education history.
 

Publications include Fifty Years of Segregation: Black Higher Education in Kentucky 1904-1954 (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky 1997), Onward and Upward: A Centennial History of Kentucky State University 1886-1986 (Frankfort: KSU Foundation, 1987) and was one of the editors of Community Memories: A Glimpse of African  Americans in Frankfort, Kentucky (Frankfort: Kentucky Historical Society, 2003). Six biographical entries were included in The Encyclopedia of Louisville (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2001).  He is one of three general editors of the forthcoming (2013) Kentucky African American Encyclopedia.
Other scholarly publications include  articles in the Journal of Black Studies  and Filson Club History Quarterly,  His book reviews have been published in the American Historical Review, Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, Filson Club History Quarterly, Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Journal of Southern History, Lexington Herald-Leader and Bowling Green Daily News.
He has been a member of the Kentucky Oral History Commission since July 1995 and served as its chair from 2006 to 2009. He is also a member of the Kentucky African American Heritage Commission (2006-). Both commissions are statutory bodies whose members are appointed by the current governor of Kentucky.
 

