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Course Title: AP World History SI 
Dates/Times: June 27-July 1, 2016 
Instructor: Paul Filio 
  pfilio@iac.net 
 
 
Course Description:	  	  This workshop will give beginning and experienced world history teachers 
the tools and techniques to design and revise their courses and put them in alignment with the 
changes have been implemented by the College Board for the AP World History curriculum 
beginning 2012 (including the new AP World History exam starting in 2017). The AP World 
History Summer Institute outlined below will addressed the challenges by providing a clear 
framework of the course itself (six chronological periods viewed through the lens of related key 
concepts and course themes) and will be accompanied by a set of skills that clearly define what it 
means to think historically- see below for some of the course objectives and course themes. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
The participants will achieve the following outcomes: 

1. provided with a basic overview of a typical AP World History course as described 
in the College Board Course Description (Course Description Book), with an 
emphasis on developing a scope and sequence for the participant's individual 
school, creating lesson plans and reviewing resources such as textbooks, etc. 

2. sharing a large number of tools, techniques, tips and other resources to address the 
"how-to" aspect of teaching AP World History. 

3. discussing various aspects of the new AP World History exam and how to prepare 
students to be as successful as they can be. 

4. prepared as teachers for the new course curriculum and being able to prepare and 
implement the new course themes and objectives. 

5. given details and reviewing the many additional resources (websites, blogs, 
discussing groups, etc.) available to world history teachers. 

 
Course Goal: 
The institute’s participants will leave excited about the prospect of teaching World 
History including the new AP World History exam, fairly knowledgeable about the 
discipline and its subfields, and armed with some specific ideas and practical information 
for lectures, discussions, and other activities including use of web resources. 
 
 



Resources/Books: College Board AP World History materials provided plus publisher’s 
samples, other world history textbooks provided by instructor and secondary world 
history materials 
 
Course Requirements: 

• Must attend all day & bring a laptop or tablet. 
• Must engage in workshop activities and discussions. 
• Develop syllabi/course unit for their own classroom. 
• Lesson plans developed for their own classroom. 
 
 

Grading/Evaluation: 
Participants will receive a grade of Credit/Fail based on their participation in class 
discussion, syllabi developed for their own classroom, Course Units/lessons developed 
for their own classrooms. 
Participation in class discussions      40% 
One Syllabi developed for classroom      30% 
1 Course Units and 2 Lessons developed for classroom   30% 
 
Syllabi and lessons must be aligned with the themes below: 

The Five AP World History Themes 
1. Interaction Between Humans and the Environment (ENV) 
2. Development and Interaction of Cultures (CUL) 
3. State Building, Expansion, and Conflict (SB) 
4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems (ECON) 
5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures (SOC) 

 
 
Attendance:  Students are required to be in attendance for all sessions. 
 
 
Penalty Statement for Academic Dishonesty:  Any academic dishonesty, such as 
plagiarism or copying other participant’s work, will result in a failing grade for the 
workshop. 
 
 
Special Accommodations:  In compliance with Americans with Disabilities (ADA), all 
students are entitled to reasonable academic accommodations.  If you are a student with 
special needs, it is your responsibility to inform WKU.  In addition, you need to inform 
the instructor before the beginning of each course. 



 
AP World History Course Outline 

  
Summer Institute – AP World History 

 
Course Outline          

Day 1: Getting Started- intro to the course (chronology/periodization, themes, historical 
thinking skills). Structuring the course.  

Day 2: Designing the AP World History course- various models. 

Day 3: The new AP World History Exam- what is needed- student development of skills, 
types of essay questions, strategies for teaching the test 

Day 4: Analyzing Historical Sources and Evidence: Primary & Secondary Sources; Unit 
Development Activities including Assessing Student Understanding 

Day 5: Student Activities and Sharing of Participant’s course units and lesson plans- what 
works/revising lesson plans, use of technology, primary sources, resources for the 
teacher. 


