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Dear Participants: 
 
As teachers of Advanced Placement Language and Composition, your students are engaging in rhetorical 
“habits of the mind.”  Reading and writing rhetorically challenges our students each year.  Please note the 
challenges you will have teaching this course, so that this summer we can work together for strategies to 
engage your students in the rhetorical process.  In June, just after the reading in Kansas City, we will 
work together as AP Language teachers to review practical methods for teaching the rhetorical process. 
 
Teachers will use the 2016 AP English Language Released Exams to review approaches to writing and to 
analyze close reading techniques.  Using selected passages from the sixteenth century to contemporary 
times, participants will experience how to generate lessons for their classes.  All material will reflect the 
importance of understanding the literary genres of non-fiction and selected fiction.  Topics will include 
the following:  rhetorical analysis, multiple choice models, essay practice, satire, paired passages, and 
reading rhetorically. 
 
Participants will be expected to attend the entire week of training and participate in all activities as 
scheduled.  Please bring a copy of your AP syllabus for review and revising, if your department has one.  
Course participants should plan to complete reading homework.  Daily, teachers will engage in readings, 
writing to prompts, assessing student writing, and discussion of literary texts.  By the end of the week, 
you will be presenting a group structured tutorial to help all of your students at different skill levels. 
 
Sharing materials, strategies, and techniques to help students perform successfully solidifies the academic 
experience of an APSI.  Please plan to share all materials and handouts.  If you have a laptop, please bring 
it to share material electronically.  I look forward to meeting and working with you in June. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Pat Sherbert 
AP National College Board Consultant 


