Dear Forensics Colleague:

You are cordially invited to attend the 2008 Southern Comfort Swing hosted on the campus of Western Kentucky University, in Bowling Green, Kentucky on Saturday and Sunday, February 23 and 24, 2008. This mailing should give you all of the information you need to enter and make arrangements to attend.  For further information, feel free to contact us. Your WKY invitations must be faxed (270-745-6341) or emailed (christopher.chandler@wku.edu) to Chris Chandler (WKU). Your UA entry must be emailed to Dr. Frank Thompson at fthompso@ua.edu .

A copy of this invitation may also be found at www.wku.edu/forensics 

EVENTS / QUADRATHON

Competition will be offered in all eleven AFA Individual Events. Schools may enter as many contestants as they desire in each category. All participants may enter up to three events in any pattern, and may be a part of two different duo teams.  For quadrathon, any combination of four or more events is permitted; however if a student is entered in two different duos, only the top one will count toward quadrathon.  Here are the event patterns:

	Pattern A:
	Pattern B:

	Extemp
	Impromptu

	Prose
	Poetry

	Informative
	Persuasion

	Communication Analysis
	ADS

	Duo
	POI

	
	DI


ENTRY DEADLINE
Entries must be received by 4:00 CDT on Monday, Feb 18.  Please fax your WKU entry to (270) 745-6341 (or email christopher.chandler@wku.edu) and email your UA entry to fthompso@ua.edu .  Please follow your fax with a call to confirm that the entry was received legibly and in its entirety.

ENTRY FEES
Each school will need one judge for every six entries, and must pay for uncovered entries.  If you must drop a contestant, phone in the drop early so that we may make appropriate changes.  The drop fee becomes more unpleasant with each passing day.  Finally, there is no excuse for a student not showing up to a round or being an unreported drop; consequently a stiff nuisance fee is included.

All Entries (Duos count as two entries)


$6.00

Uncovered Entries (one judge covers 6 entries)

$8.00

Drop on Tuesday, Feb 20




$10.00
Drop on Wednesday, Feb 21




$15.00
Drop on Thursday, Feb 22




$20.00
Drops from Feb 23 through Registration


$25.00
No-Show/Unreported Drop




$50.00

All fees (entries, judges, drops, and no-shows/unreported drops) must be paid for any entry from a school to be eligible to advance to any final or elimination round or to be eligible to win any sweepstakes award.

***Please inquire about entry fee reductions for schools willing to supply extra judges or committing to judge outside of his/her registered divisions throughout the tournament; other fee reductions include distance discounts for schools traveling over 500 miles.
FOOD
Food is available in the Garret Conference Center, one level beneath the ballot table.  Food for judges will be available very near the ballot table.  When you’re away from the campus, Bowling Green has a wide variety of dining options, most of which can be found along Scottsville Road.
SCHEDULE
The schedule is a fairly tight one, but should allow contestants and judges to have a short break from time to time.  Garrett Conference Center will house registration, ballot pick-up and drop-off, extemp prep, and judges' lounge.  All rounds will be held in nearby classroom buildings.

Friday, February 22, 2008
4:00-9:00p.m.
Early Registration (Lobby of Garrett Conference Center).
Saturday, February 23, 2008 (WKU half)
7:00-8:00a.m.
Registration (both tournaments – Lobby of GCC
8:00

Extemp Draw -- Round 1 (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

8:30

Pattern A -- Round 1

9:45

Pattern B -- Round 1

11:00

LUNCH

11:30

Extemp Draw -- Round 2 (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

12:00

Pattern A -- Round 2

1:15

Pattern B – Round 2

2:30

Extemp Draw -- Finals (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

3:00

Finals A

4:15

Finals B

6:00

Awards

Sunday, February 24, 2008 (UA half)
7:00-7:30a.m.
Registration (UA, if necessary)

7:30

Extemp Draw -- Round 1 (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

8:00

Pattern A -- Round 1

9:15

Pattern B -- Round 1

10:30

LUNCH

11:00

Extemp Draw -- Round 2 (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

11:30

Pattern A -- Round 2

12:45

Pattern B – Round 2

2:00

Extemp Draw -- Finals (Draw in Ballroom of GCC)

2:30

Finals A

3:45

Finals B

5:30

Awards

AWARDS
The contestants placing first through sixth in each given event will receive awards. Additionally, the top contestants in quadrathon will receive awards. WKU novices will compete in individual events of the WKU portion if needed for numbers.  UA will compete on a limited basis in the UA portion of the swing.

SWEEPSTAKES
Sweepstakes points will be earned as follows. In preliminary rounds, a school's best three entries will accumulate points with each rank of one worth three points, each rank of two worth two points, and each rank of three worth one point.  In final rounds, schools receive twelve points for a first place finish, ten points for second, eight points for third, six points for fourth, four points for fifth, and two points for sixth.  The top three schools in sweepstakes will receive awards.
HOTELS
Drury Inn – 3250 Scottsville Road

· Amenities include: free wireless internet in the lobby, free wired internet in the room, free hot breakfast. 

· 1-800-325-0720

Hampton Inn -  233 Three Springs Road

· Amenities include: free continental breakfast, free wireless internet. 

· (270) 842-4100

Baymont Inn – 165 Three Springs Road

· Continental breakfast, high speed internet

·  (270) 843-3200

Comfort Inn – 4646 Scottsville Road

· Continental breakfast, wireless internet

·  (270)843-1163; 877-424-6423

Courtyard by Marriott – 1010 Wilkinson Trace

· high speed internet

· (270)783-8569

Fairfield Inn by Marriott – 1940 Mel Browning Street

· Continental breakfast, high speed internet

· (270)782-6933

Holiday Inn University Plaza – 1021 Wilkinson Trace

· (270)745-0088

Microtel Inn – 1980 Mel Browning Street

· Continental breakfast, free wireless internet

·  (270)745-9922

Quality Inn – 1919 Mel Browning Street

· Continental breakfast, free high speed internet, wireless internet

· (270)846-4588

Sleep Inn – 185 Greenwood Lane

· Free full breakfast and free wireless internet in all rooms

· (270)842-3800

Super 8 -  110 Willamette Lane

· Continental breakfast, indoor pool, free high speed internet

·  (270)781-4900

DIRECTIONS / PARKING
From I-65 Northbound or Southbound, take exit 22.  The hotels listed above (with the exception of the Super 8) are located on or just off of Scottsville Road.  When traveling from your hotel to campus, follow Scottsville Road to the US 31-W Bypass.  Turn left onto the Bypass and go to the second traffic light (University Boulevard).  Turn right on University.  Go one block to the next traffic light (Normal Drive) and turn right.  Follow Normal and turn left at the second light at the top of the hill (15th street—one way), staying in the left lane.  Go one block to the stop sign, then veer left as you pass Cherry Hall and Gordon Wilson Hall.  Veer left again after you pass Van Meter Auditorium and proceed to the Garrett Conference Center entrance.

Parking on Saturday should be no problem, but please observe all restrictions and signs.  University parking regulations are strictly enforced at all times.

Southern Comfort SWING (WKU PORTION)

February 23, 2008
SCHOOL___________________________
DIRECTOR____________________________

PHONE____________________________
FAX__________________________________

E-MAIL____________________________
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Please mark (x) each competitor entered in quadrathon in the QUAD column

List duo partners

1. _________________________ & _________________________

2. _________________________ & _________________________

3. _________________________ & _________________________

4. _________________________ & _________________________

5. _________________________ & _________________________

6. _________________________ & _________________________

List judges

1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

4. _________________________ 

5. _________________________ 

6. _________________________ 

7. _________________________

8. _________________________

9. _________________________

10. ________________________

Fee payment

____ Entries


@ $6
_____

____ Uncovered Entries
@ $8
_____

____ Total



_____

Southern Comfort SWING (UA PORTION)

Feb 24, 2008
SCHOOL___________________________
DIRECTOR____________________________

PHONE____________________________
FAX__________________________________

E-MAIL____________________________
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Please star (*) each competitor entered in quadrathon

List duo partners

1. _________________________ & _________________________

2. _________________________ & _________________________

3. _________________________ & _________________________

4. _________________________ & _________________________

5. _________________________ & _________________________

6. _________________________ & _________________________

List judges

1. _________________________  

2. _________________________  

3. _________________________  

4. _________________________  

5. _________________________  

6. _________________________  

7. _________________________ 

8. _________________________ 

9. _________________________

10. ________________________ 

Fee payment

____ I.E. Entries
@ $6
_____

____ Uncovered I.E.
@ $8
_____

____ Total


_____

