THESIS PROPOSAL (Track A Students Only)

1. The thesis proposal must be submitted prior to sitting for the comprehensive exam.  After passing the exam, a formal defense of the proposal will be scheduled with the full Folk Studies faculty.  All members of the faculty (except those on leave) must approve the proposal before the student will be formally passed on the comprehensive exams.

2. The proposal must be a formal document, approximately 15-20 pages in length, including bibliography.  The citation style should follow the Journal of American Folklore.

3. At the minimum, the thesis proposal should include these elements:

a. Working title

b. A clear thesis statement.

c. A comprehensive review of the relevant literature

d. A statement of methodology

e. An outline of the proposed structure of the thesis, including chapter headings

f. A project timeline

g. A complete bibliography

4. All faculty members will receive a copy of your proposal before the defense.  The defense should include a 10-20 minute formal presentation of your proposal and a question and answer period.

