
Department of Geography and Geology        Geog 451:  Geography of Kentucky
Instructor: Amy Nemon
Email: amy.nemon@wku.edu
Schedule:  M 12:30-3:15 Geog 380 (Independent Study) Glasgow/Bowling Green

 TR 12:45-2:45 Geog 316 Bowling Green IEB rm. 301
W 3:45-6:30 Geog 451 Glasgow 
Web course Geog 316
Web course Geog 451

Office hours:  M 10:00-12:30 Glasgow rm. 213
T 11:00-11:45 Bowling Green EST rm.352 & 2:45-3:15 IEB rm. 301 or EST rm. 352
W 1:00-3:45 in Glasgow rm. 213
R 11:00-11:45 Bowling Green EST rm.352 & 2:45-3:15 IEB rm. 301 or EST rm. 352
F & any other time by appointment, please email.

Office:  213 Glasgow campus:  270-659-6952 & Bowling Green EST rm 352 (Tues/Thurs), (the fastest way to contact me 
is via email and not office phone unless you know that I am there on that specific day).

II. REQUIRED MATERIAL_______________________________________
1- Atlas of Kentucky, Editor-In-Chief, Richard Ulack, University Press of Kentucky, 1998

2- Kentucky’s Natural Heritage, An Illustrated Guide To Biodiversity, University Press of Kentucky, 2010

3- ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT: All students must regularly access to their WKU Topper e-mail.  We will be using 
Internet resources throughout the semester. Blackboard will be used extensively as a course resource. All supplemental 
course materials such as assignments and study guides will be accessed through the course website. I will also post 
important announcements, updates and other information on the course website. You should check your e-mail and 
Blackboard on a regular basis for information pertaining to this course.  Online tutorials are available to become more 
familiar with blackboard.  If you do not have internet access in your home be sure to utilize the available labs on your 
campus.  You will also be creating videos for your peers to review and you will need to be familiar with blackboard Tegrity 
videos.  You will need a camera with your computer.

4-Recommended:  Download Google Earth on your computer.  We can use this program to ‘visit’ the places we study.

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES_& LEARNING OUTCOMES_____________________________________
This course focuses on the human and natural resources in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.  We will examine Kentucky’s 
cultural and physical landscapes, demographics, environmental issues, urban and rural geography, as well as economic and 
historical geography.  We will also explore Kentucky within its regional, national and international contexts.  You will be 
challenged to view Kentucky in new and innovative ways and to think critically about current geographical issues in the 
Commonwealth.  Even if you have lived in Kentucky all of your life, you are certain to acquire new geographic 
understanding of the state.  Field trips and field research are required for our study. You will need to drive yourself to 
the locations of the fieldtrips.  You will also be required to work on individual and possible collaborative research projects.  
This course fulfills a requirement for the major in Cultural Geography and a requirement for the major in Elementary 
Education.  

IV. HOW YOU WILL BE EVALUATED
50% of your grade will be based on two exams.
50% of your grade is based on assignments and discussion boards.



PLEASE NOTE: Just because you are on the borderline between two letter grades does not mean you will be 
automatically be moved up to the next grade level. The points you earn will determine your grade. Do not expect to 
receive a grade higher than what you have earned. 

We will have two exams (150 points each), a paper & power point presentation (100 points) over an assigned county, a 
mapping assignment (100 points) and six journal entries (100 points).  Exams consist of questions drawn from the lectures, 
maps, readings, class discussions, fieldtrips, assignments, and films---essentially anything we cover. Detailed descriptions 
of all assignments will be located in blackboard.  If you miss information in class you can find it in blackboard regarding 
assignments and exams. Potentially there could be discussion boards regarding films & field trips.  The online and 
traditional sections will work on this together.  Failure to participate could result in a deduction to this half of your final 
grade. Students in the online/web section will need to make appointments at their local testing centers for the midterm and 
the final.  Students taking the 451 G will have additional requirements in these assignments for graduate credit.  More 
details to come.  

Dates will be located on the daily schedule in blackboard.  All assignments will be uploaded to blackboard vs. handed in to 
me or emailed to me.  Make sure you are familiar on how to turn in electronically.  If you wait until the last minute and 
have computer problems or internet connection issues you will receive a late penalty. Plan ahead to get your work tuned in 
leaving time for glitches.  If you lose your internet connection I recommend grabbing a laptop and heading to your local 
McDonalds for the use of their Wi-Fi.  Always have a backup plan when dealing with deadlines.

FYI: An “A” requires extra effort and to earn one is a great honor. Doing the bare minimum will not result in an “A.”
Students who earn “A’s” are attentive, never (or very rarely) miss class, are prepared for the lecture, score the highest on 
exams, are leaders in discussions, and put extra effort into their assignments. Do not underestimate the amount of time 
you will need to devote to studying for this class. 

EXTRA CREDIT: There are no extra credit options available for individual students to improve their grades.

V.  ATTENDANCE POLICY_________________________________________
Students should attend all classes.  If you miss 4 classes you will receive a failing grade in this course.  Keep in mind that 
there are deductions for late assignments and lack of participation in any discussion boards or interactive assignments. 

VI. CLASSROOM DECORUM______________________________________
Obviously this does not apply to our online class however rudeness via email or discussion boards will not be tolerated.  All 
interactions with the professor or classmates will be professional and courteous.  Failure to behave professionally will result 
in a zero for the assignment (this is based on my discretion) and all other issues will be turned over to the Dean of students.
· It is understood that all students have read the WKU student “Code of Conduct” and will abide by these rules: 
(http://www.wku.edu/handbook/2009/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=51:code-of-
studentconduct&catid=35:student-code&Itemid=54). Plagiarism and cheating are serious violations and students should 
familiarize themselves with these issues.
(http://www.wku.edu/handbook/2009/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=59:academicoffenses&catid=36:ac
ademic-offenses&Itemid=60)
· Please practice proper email etiquette.  Always identify yourself by what class you are in/date/time.  Remember that email 
should be used mainly for one way communication:  you letting me know about an issue or setting up an appointment.  
Important, private issues like grades, etc. should be handled face to face.
· In the classroom there should be no use of cellphones, tablets or laptops.  Completing work for another class during our 
class time will result in an absence.  The instructor reserves the right to remove the student from the class for any 
disruption.

VII.  OTHER IMPORTANT DETAILS__________________________________________
- IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE: This class is designed to make you think critically and goes beyond memorizing 
information. If you are having trouble with the material and find it difficult please contact me for an appointment. Do not 
wait until the end of the semester to come and see me if you need assistance.  



Problems regarding your grades or how I’ve graded an exam or assignment should be dealt with face to face in my office 
and not via email or in the classroom.  Please set up an appointment with me so we can clarify any information. For those 
of you living long distances away from my office we can establish times for phone calls or Skype.

- HOW TO SUCCEED IN GEOG 451: If you strive for an above average grade in this course there are several things 
you can do to enhance your chances of achieving your goal. Stay current on the assignments and the readings. Second, read 
the text and take notes. Good note taking skills are essential for both lectures and assignments. If you need help with these 
skills, please see the professor for guidance. Third, listen or read the news on a daily basis. I strongly suggest you listen to 
NPR's (WKYU 88.9, http://www.wkyufm.org/ ), "Morning Edition," (4:00am-8:00am Central), "All Things Considered," 
(3:00pm-5:00pm Central), and the BBC world news (6:00pm-7:00pm Central). Other media sources such as network or 
cable news, newspapers (The New York Times online at www.nyt.com) and journals such the Economist
(www.economist.com) are also good alternatives to stay informed. If all else fails, watch the “Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart,” or “The Colbert Report,” on Comedy Central. Look specifically for news events related to the Kentucky.  If you 
find something interesting; share with the rest of the class.

-NOTE: This syllabus functions rather much like a contract. By remaining enrolled in this class it is understood that 
it is your responsibility to read, understand, and adhere to the policies herein. The professor will inform you as to 
any policy or scheduling changes and it is your responsibility to make these adjustments

-DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY POLICY:
The Department of Geography and Geology strictly adheres to University policies, procedures, and deadlines regarding 
student schedule changes. It is the sole responsibility of the student to meet all deadlines in regard to adding, dropping, or 
changing the status of a course. Only in exceptional cases will the deadline be waived. The Student Schedule Exceptional 
Appeal Form shall be used to initiate all waivers. This form requires a written description of the extenuating circumstances 
involved and the attachment of appropriate documentation. Poor academic performance, general malaise, and undocumented 
general stress factors are not considered as legitimate circumstances.

-DISABILITY STATEMENT: Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or 
auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services, DUC A200. The OFSDS 
telephone number is (270)745-5004; TTY is 745-3030. Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the 
professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services."

-IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
Classes Begin Monday, August 26

Labor Day (university closed) Monday, Sept. 2

Fall Break (no classes) Thurs-Fri, Oct 3-4

Last day to drop with a  W Wed. Oct. 16th

Thanksgiving Holiday Wed-Fri, Nov 27-29

Final Examinations Mon-Fri, Dec 9-13



Potential Daily Schedule:

Dates may be altered to accomondate the web class.  See blackboard for specific dates during these 
weeks

Lectures Assignments
Wk 1:  8/26-
8/30

Intro & KY Settings

Wk2: 9/2-9/6 5 themes of geography & why it 
matters

Wk3: 9/9-9-13 Early settlement & population topics
Wk4: 9/16-9/20 Population, politics
Wk5: 9/23-9/27 Potential field trip 'urban areas'
Wk6: 9/30-10/4 Map presentation and discussions Maps & presentation due
Wk7: 10/7-
10/11

Exam #1 Exam #1

Wk8: 10/14-
10/18

Physical Geography

Wk9: 10/21-
10/25

Fieldtrip to Mammoth Cave

Wk10: 10/28-
11/1

Landscape, Weather and Climate

Wk11:11/4-11/8 Economics:  Coal, Bourbon & 
Agriculture

Journals due

Wk12: 11/11-
11/15

Fieldtrip to Distillery

Wk13:11/18-
11/22

Economics:  Coal, Bourbon & 
Agriculture

Wk14:11/25-
11/29

No Class Thanksgiving Break

Wk:15 12/2-
12/6

Presentations Paper & Presentation due

Wk:16 12/9-
12/13

Final Exam Wed 12/11 3:45-5:45 Exam #2


