
   
COURSE: INSTRUCTOR: 
ENG 476-001 Dr. David LeNoir 
Spring 2010 CH 107 

TR 11:10-12:30 745-5712 

CH 121 david.lenoir@wku.edu 

 
Office hours:  W 1:00-3:00; TR 9:30-11:00  
(other times by appointment)  

 
Please read this material carefully.  
 
 
Course objectives  
 
This class seeks to broaden students' literary experience with a variety of texts and critical 
approaches to literature appropriate for the secondary curriculum. 
 
 
Required texts 
 
Several shorter texts—short stories, poems, nonfiction works—will be provided or accessed 
online.  Full-length texts will include Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Twain’s Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn, Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye, Fleishman’s Whirligig, and two other 
texts—a play and another young adult novel—to be determined later as literature circle 
selections. 
 
I also recommend a writing handbook (with MLA documentation resources) and a dictionary, 
and you should also have some sort of portable file storage device (e.g., floppy disk, flash 
drive).   
 
 
Course Policies  
 
You are responsible for all course information, materials, and activities; if you miss class for any 
reason, you should make every effort to find out what you have missed in a timely fashion.  
Work missed or handed in late, generally, will not receive credit.  If you anticipate being absent, 
submit your work early. If work is late as a result of unexpected illness, it should be submitted 
expeditiously--not simply at the next class meeting--and accompanied by a doctor's note. Getting 
your work submitted should be a priority, not simply a necessity.  
 
PLAGIARISM  
Plagiarism is the act of presenting someone else's material as if it were your own.  The most 
flagrant version is a paper submitted by one student but actually written by someone else, but 
plagiarism also includes using phrases, facts, and/or ideas without crediting the source.  Any 

mailto:david.lenoir@wku.edu


student found guilty of plagiarism will earn an "F" for the course. 
 
Attendance will be taken each day.  Anyone missing more than five days will be ineligible to 
continue the course.  While no distinction will be made between “excused” and “unexcused” 
absences for purposes of tallying, major assignments (i.e., papers and exams) can only be made 
up with an acceptable documented excuse.  Reading quizzes, as explained in the next section, 
cannot be made up. 
 
The last day to withdraw from a full semester course with a “W” is March 19.  Anyone who 
either exceeds the limit of absences above or stops attending prior to April 5 will receive an 
“FN” for the course. 
 
 
Class Assignments  
 
Reading Quizzes - Anticipate a reading quiz for each outside reading assignment. Quizzes will 
be given on the first day we begin discussion of each book; for shorter readings, quizzes will be 
given on the date for which the readings are assigned.  These will be used primarily as a reading 
check.  One will be dropped.  Aside from that, you will have no opportunity to "make up" a 
missed quiz. 
 
Rationales - (4-5 pp.)  Two will be assigned.  Specifics requirements will be presented in class.   
 
Exams – Midterm and final. These will include both familiarity with the texts and critical 
perspectives of them and their presentation. 
 
 
Grading Scale  
 
Reading Quizzes - 90 points total 
Rationales – 200 points total 
Midterm Exam – 100 points 
Final Exam - 100 points 
 
The final grade will be a conversion to the traditional 10-point scale (i.e., A, 490-441; B, 440-
392, etc.). 
 
 
Note: This document should provide sufficient flexibility for the day-to-day operation of the 
course. Should situations arise which necessitate or suggest alterations for the benefit of the 
course, the instructor reserves the right to make such alterations. Any changes will be announced 
in class.  Even if the university closes, expect to adhere to all assignment dates as presented in 
class.  
 
Special Notes: 
ADA notice: Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic and/or auxiliary 



aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services, Room 
A200, Downing University Center.  The OFSDS telephone number is (270) 745-5004 V/TDD.  
Please do not request accommodations directly from the instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.  
 
Tentative Course Map: 
1/26     
1/28  
2/2  short story unit (A) 
2/4  
2/9     short story unit (B) 
2/11 
2/16     To Kill a Mockingbird 
2/18 
2/23     
2/25 Lit Circle I:  drama 
3/2     
3/4 Rationale 1 due 
Spring Break 
3/16     Midterm Exam 
3/18 poetry unit 
3/23     
3/25     Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
3/30     
4/1 
4/6 The Catcher in the Rye 
4/8     
4/13 
4/15 Rationale 2 due 
4/20     Whirligig 
4/22 
4/27 
4/29     Lit Circle II:  YA novel 
5/4 
5/6 
Final Exam:  TBA 
 


