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SLP 588 Clinical Methods in Speech Language Pathology 
 

WKU Web 12 

Spring 2015 

 

Instructor:    Lauren E. Bland, Ph.D., Associate Professor 

Office:   Academic Complex 108H 

Office hours:    Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Central) 

   Other times by appointment  

Phone:   270-745-8860        

Email:    lauren.bland@wku.edu 

 

Catalog Course Description: Introduction to clinical policies and procedures in speech-language 
pathology. 

 

The following learning objectives will prepare students to meet ASHA Certification Standard IV-G.  

Learning Objectives     Evaluation  

Demonstrate an understanding of ethical and 
confidential service delivery 

Class demonstration, ethics project 

Identify characteristics of properly written clinical 
reports 

Class demonstration, SOAP Note project 

Identify characteristics of treatment session planning Class demonstration, Lesson plan project 
Demonstrate an understanding of successful 
strategies to work with families and clients from a 
variety of cultural backgrounds 

Class demonstration 

 

Required Texts/supplies   

No textbook is required but there will be weekly assigned readings; links to sources will be posted on the 
Blackboard site and/or syllabus. 

The recommended text is Roth, F. and Worthington, C. K. (2010) Treatment resource manual for speech-
language pathology (4th ed) Cenage.  It will be referenced throughout the semester. 

A headset, microphone and speakers or similar equipment on your computer is needed to fully participate 
in class 

 

Modes of Instruction 

lecture, video presentations, demonstrations, weekly chats (see Blackboard for schedule) 

EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
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SOAP Note Critique Based on the requirements stipulated in the Clinic Manual, identify 5 problems with 
the SOAP notes you were provided. Then re-write the note following the established guidelines. Post the 
corrected note to Blackboard. Details will post by 2/2. 50 points 

Lesson Plan development In order to help students learn to develop lesson plans, a group of 5 students 
will be given a simulated Initial Treatment Plan (ITP).  Based on that ITP, each student will develop one 
lesson plan.  Then that plan will be shared with the group for the group members to critique. Reflect on 
the process and what you feel you learned.  Each student will post his or her individual reflection to 
Blackboard. 50 points 

Ethics Review Ethical practice is a foundation of speech-language pathology service delivery. Interview 
3 practicing speech-language pathologists about ethical challenges in their work settings.  Referencing 
the challenges compared to the ASHA Code of Ethics, summarize the SLPs’ comments and provide your 
reflection. The paper should be 2 to 3 pages, double spaced, 1” margin, 10-12 inch font. 50 points 

Attendance and Participation The structure and purpose of this class requires that students actively 
participate in the weekly chats in order to be prepared for SLP 590 Internship.  Students who attend and 
participate in at least 10 of the 12 chats will earn 50 points.  If you attend and participate in 9 or fewer, 
you will earn 4 points per chat. 50 points 

 

Notes: All reading assignments for a given day should be completed prior to chat class; students should 
not rely on the lectures to be the sole source of information. As graduate students, you need to seek out 
all avenues that will facilitate your understanding of all assignments.  Further, you need to ask for 
assistance as soon as you realize that you having difficulty grasping any aspect of the course.  

All assignments should post to Blackboard by 6:00 p.m. Central on the date indicated. There will be 10% 
point deduction per week if an assignment is late.  The week begins at 6:00 p.m. Central on the due date 
so if an assignment is posted at 6:10 p.m. Central for example on the due date, there will be a 10% 
reduction.  If the assignment arrives after 6:00 p.m. Central the following week, then another 10% will be 
deducted.   

 

Grading Scale The course is worth a total of 200 points.  You are given points for each assignment. The 
specific scale, based solely on a total accumulation of points, is as follows:  

A:  186 - 200      

B:  172 - 185          

C:  159 - 171         

D:  146 - 158       

F:   145 or less 
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PROPOSED COURSE OUTLINE 

Date Topic           

1/26 ASHA certification standards and CAA accreditation standards  
 http://www.asha.org/Certification/2014-Speech-Language-Pathology-Certification-Standards/ 
 
  
2/2 ASHA Code of Ethics and Scope of Practice 
 http://www.asha.org/Code-of-Ethics/ 
  
 http://www.asha.org/policy/SP2007-00283.htm 
 
  
2/9 HIPAA and Confidentiality  
 http://www.asha.org/practice/reimbursement/hipaa/default/ 
 
  
2/16 Assessment reports 
 Sample reports and checklists will post to Blackboard 
  
2/23 Initial Treatment Plans 
 Sample ITPs and checklists will post to Blackboard 
  
3/2 Lesson Plans 
 Sample plans and checklists will post to Blackboard 
 Ethics project due 
  
3/9 No class scheduled - WKU Spring Break 
 
3/16 No class scheduled 
 
3/23 SOAP Notes 
 Sample notes and checklists will post to Blackboard 
 Lesson Plan project due 
  
3/30 Final summaries 
  
4/6 Working with diverse populations  
  
  
4/13 Working with families/parent education 
 http://www.asha.org/practice-portal/ 
 SOAP Note critique due 
 
  
4/20 No class scheduled 
 
4/27 CALIPSO review 
 
 
5/4 No class scheduled 
 
5/11 Wrap-up and preparation for Bootcamp  
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POLICIES 
 

Attendance and participation 

Attendance and participation are essential for the successful completion of this course. As an aspiring 
professional, you are expected to be present and on time for each class meeting. Classroom discussion 
and peer interaction will be a critical part of each class. Private discussions during class however are 
distracting to the instructor and to class members.  Asking questions in class will help facilitate your 
learning.  If you have a question, it is best to ask the instructor. Asking a classmate is distracting and can 
ultimately lead to an interruption of the lecture whereas asking the instructor clarification questions can 
help facilitate the lecture.    

Plagiarism 

From the Faculty Handbook: To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s 
own is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be their own. 
Students must give the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift content directly from a source 
without giving credit is a flagrant act. To present a borrowed passage after having changed a few words, 
even if the source is cited, is also plagiarism. 

Student Disability Services 

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or 
services) for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, DSU 1074. The SARC 
telephone number is (270) 745-5004 V/TDD; the email is sarc@wku.edu. Please DO NOT request 
accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the 
SARC. 

Grievance 

 

The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders is accredited by the Council on Academic 
Accreditation (CAA) in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Complaints about programs must be 
signed and submitted in writing to the Chair, Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech Language-Hearing Association, 2200 Research 
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20850-3289. The complaint must clearly describe the specific nature of the 
complaint and the relationship of the complaint to the accreditation standards, and provide supporting 
data for the charge. The complainant's burden of proof is a preponderance or greater weight of the 
evidence. Complaints will not be accepted by email or facsimile. 

 

The University’s Grievance Policy is specified at the following URL: 

http://www.wku.edu/StuAffairs/StuLife/handbook/2004pdf/16%20Student%20Grievance%20Procedure.pd
f 


