
SLP 557 Syllabus 
Speech Language Pathology & Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Summer 2015 (June 8-July 10) 
 
 
Kimberly Green Ed.D., CCC-SLP 
 Office:  Rm. 108-A Academic Complex 
 Phone:  270-745-4303; Fax:  270-745-3441 
 E-Mail: kimberly.green@wku.edu 
 Office Hours:  Contact via email or phone to arrange a meeting time.  
 
Texts:   Hall, Laura J. (2013).  Autism Spectrum Disorders: From Theory to Practice. 2nd Edition. 

Pearson Education, Inc. ISBN 0-13-265809-7 
 *Additional reading will be required. 
 
Chat Schedule:  Tuesdays, 6:00pm-7:00pm Central   
 
Course Description:   
 
This course provides a review of ASD from the perspectives of various disciplines. Theories of 
causation, developmental aspects, descriptive and diagnostic characteristics, and legal and 
social issues are discussed.  This course will provide the most current research findings and best 
practices needed to gain a clear understanding of individuals diagnosed with ASD and how to 
apply current research to treatment. 
 

Modes of Instruction and Communication: 

Instruction will be via online lectures, internet exploration, independent learning activities and 

assigned readings.  Student WKU email addresses are the ONLY ones to which class 

correspondence will be sent.  Students are responsible for checking their email and the 

Blackboard course site regularly.   

Learning Objectives              KASA Standard 

Throughout this course, students will:  

1.  Develop an understanding of pertinent background information    
     and the major etiologies of ASD in children and adults     III B., III C. 
 
2.  Develop an understanding of the impact of ASD  
     and any adverse effect on the learning process     III C., III D. 
 
3.  Plan, implement, evaluate and modify intervention strategies  III D. 
 



4.  Develop an awareness of issues pertinent to service delivery  
     such as cultural diversity, behavior management, and collaboration  III D. 
 
5.  Develop strategies for the prevention of language disorders   III D. 
 
6.  Develop appropriate knowledge and skills in professional issues  IV - G. (3) 
 
**The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the topic schedule or point value for 

assignments based on schedule and/or class needs.  

Tentative Topic Schedule 

Week 
of… 

AUTISM TOPIC CHAPTER 
READINGS 

June 8  Syllabus 

 Classification Systems and Causation of ASD 

 Assessment 
  Screening for Autism in Young Children 
  Diagnostic Instruments 

Tegrity 

Chapter 1  

 

Chapter 2 

June 15  Collaboration for Evidence Based Practices 

 Assessing Problematic Behaviors  

 Applied Behavioral Analysis 

 

Chapter 3  

Powerpoint 

Chapter 4 

June 22  Applied Behavioral Analysis and Behavioral 
Interventions 

 ABA Interventions 1 & 2 

 Curriculum & Classroom Structure  

 Behavior Intervention Programs 
 

Chapter 5  

 

Powerpoints 

Powerpoint 

 

Chapter 6 

June 29  Cross Cultural Perspectives in Autism 

 Focus on Communication  

 Theory of Mind 

 Aspergers & High Functioning Autism 

 Building Social Skills & Social Relationships 

Chapter 7 

Chapter 8 

PowerPoint 
PowerPoint 
Chapter 9 

July 6  Transition to Adulthood 

 Personal Perspectives 

Chapter 10 

Powerpoint 



  Personal Perspectives (parents, siblings, clinicians, 

teachers, caregivers) 

PowerPoint 

July 8-10  Final Exam  

 
***Review of recorded lectures via Tegrity and/or Adobe Connect will be essential to student 
success in this course.   
 
EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHEIVEMENT: 
 
Attendance (25 pts) 
Students are expected to attend synchronous chats as well as access virtual lectures (typically 
through Tegrity and/or Adobe Connect) and other resources posted on Blackboard. 
 
Blackboard Assignments (75 pts) 
Students will complete varied assignments provided on Blackboard such as discussion boards.  
Detailed requirements for assignments will be provided via Blackboard. 
  
Research Paper (100 pts) 
Students will write a research paper synthesizing published articles and related sources on 
autism.  This project requires the search and analysis of the literature, integration of 
information and reporting functions.  The paper should reflect current information regarding 
autism research, level of evidence, as well as the impact on our professional knowledge base.  
Detailed requirements for this assignment will be provided via Blackboard. 
 
Final Examination (100 pts) 
Students will complete a final examination to assess on-going learning, retention, and 
application of knowledge.  
 

Grading Scale:  

Grades are based on the total percentage of points earned.  This means that your grade equals earned 
points/total points.  There are 300 total points possible.  The grading scale is as follows: 
 
A 93-100% (277-300 pts)  
B 85-93% (253-276 pts)   
C 77-84% (229-252 pts)   
D 69-76% (205-228 pts) 
F 68% and below (204 pts and below)   
 
**The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the topic schedule or point value for assignments 
based on schedule and/or class needs. 



Technology Management: 

This course will include use of Blackboard software. Managing student technology is the sole 

responsibility of the student. The student is responsible for making sure that: (a) student word 

processing software is compatible with that used by the University; (b) student email software 

is working properly and that students know how to use it (e.g., to send attachments to the 

professor); (c) Internet service providers’ equipment and software are installed and working 

properly in conjunction with student computers; (d) in the event that a student’s computer 

stops working properly or becomes totally inoperative, the student has another means by 

which he or she can successfully complete the course; and (e) any other student technology 

problem or issue gets successfully resolved; this in part implies that if a student cannot resolve 

any personal technology difficulties, his or her only workable solution may be to drop the 

course.  Please familiarize yourself with the business hours of WKU’s IT help desk as well as the 

website and alternative means of communication with the IT department.  

Technology Management: 

This course will be presented using Blackboard software. Managing student technology is the 

sole responsibility of the student. The student is responsible for making sure that: (a) student 

word processing software is compatible with that used by the University; (b) student email 

software is working properly and that students know how to use it (e.g., to send attachments to 

the professor); (c) Internet service providers’ equipment and software are installed and working 

properly in conjunction with student computers; (d) in the event that a student’s computer 

stops working properly or becomes totally inoperative, the student has another means by 

which he or she can successfully complete the course; and (e) any other student technology 

problem or issue gets successfully resolved; this in part implies that if a student cannot resolve 

any personal technology difficulties, his or her only workable solution may be to drop the 

course.  Please familiarize yourself with the business hours of WKU’s IT help desk as well as the 

website and alternative means of communication with the IT department.  

The IT Help Desk can be reached at 270-745-7000. 

Policies: 

Attendance and Classroom Participation 

Attendance and classroom participation are essential for the successful completion of this 

course.  Feel free to ask questions or express concerns outside of the class structure. However 

remember that if you have questions, others may have similar concerns so please post to the 

discussion board when applicable.  Asking questions on discussion board will help facilitate your 

learning and often stimulate discussion.  There is no opportunity for make-up work.   



Plagiarism: 

From the Faculty Handbook: To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as 

one’s own is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be 

their own. Students must give the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift content 

directly from a source without giving credit is a flagrant act. To present a borrowed passage 

after having changed a few words, even if the source is cited, is also plagiarism. 

 
Student Disability Services: 
 
In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require accommodations 
(academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office 
for Student Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing 
University Center. Contact Matt Davis at 270.745.5004 or matt.davis@wku.edu.  Please DO NOT 
request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.  
 

Grievance: 

The Department of Communication Disorders is accredited by the Council on Academic 

Accreditation (CAA) in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Complaints about programs 

must be signed and submitted in writing to the Chair, Council on Academic Accreditation in 

Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech Language-Hearing Association, 

2200 Research Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20850-3289. The complaint must clearly describe the 

specific nature of the complaint and the relationship of the complaint to the accreditation 

standards, and provide supporting data for the charge. The complainant's burden of proof is a 

preponderance or greater weight of the evidence. Complaints will not be accepted by email or 

facsimile. 

The University’s Grievance Policy is specified at the following URL: 

http://www.wku.edu/StuAffairs/StuLife/handbook/2004pdf/16%20Student%20Grievance%20P

rocedure.pdf 
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