
SLP 512- Seminar in Phonology 
Fall 2015 

Academic Complex Room 301 
 
Instructor:    Lauren E. Bland, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Office location: Academic Complex, Room 108H 
Phone:   270-745-8860  
Office hours:    Mon 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tues, Wed, Thurs 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Central 
   Other times by appointment  
Email:    lauren.bland@wku.edu 
 
Catalog Course Description: Study of phonological process theory and therapy approaches for 
persons, preschool age through adult, with communication disabilities. 

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to demonstrate:  

Competency*     ASHA Standard  Evaluation 

Knowledge of the major theories of sound 
system disorders 

III-C; III-D class discussion, class participation, 
final exam 

Knowledge of pertinent background 
information and case history 

III-C; III-D case study presentation, class 
participation, final exam 

Knowledge of prevention of sound system 
disorders 

III-C; III-D class participation; final exam 

Knowledge of a variety of assessment 
protocols and procedures in articulation 
and phonological disorders 

III-C; III-D phonological workbook project 

class participation, final exam 

Knowledge of intervention procedures in 
articulation and phonological disorders 

III-C; III-D Curriculum based intervention project, 

sound eliciting video, class 
participation, final exam 

Professional Collaboration 
III-C; III-D Curriculum based intervention project, 

case study presentation 

*Only knowledge competencies are available through this class 

Two texts are required  

Bernthal, J., Bankson, N., and Flipsen, P. (2013). Articulation and Phonological Disorders: Speech Sound 
Disorders in Children (7th edition). Pearson 

 

Lowe (2010). Workbook for the Identification of Phonological Processes and Distinctive Features (4th 
ed). ProEd.  
 

Internet Your secure WKU email address is the only one to which class correspondence will be sent.  It is 
expected that you will check that account regularly.  Further, you need to check the Blackboard site 
regularly in case additional assignments have been posted. 
 
Modes of Instruction 
Lectures (chats), discussions, demonstration and practice; Adobe Connect Pro will be used to deliver 
lectures so you will need a microphone and speakers in order to fully participate in class. 



POLICIES 

 
Attendance and participation 

 
Attendance and classroom participation are essential for the successful completion of this course.  
Classroom (chat) discussion is important.  It is expected however, the discussions will be between a 
student and the entire class, not just one or two people.  Private discussions during chats are distracting 
to the instructor and to class members.  There will be point deductions for assignment tardiness.  All 
assignments are due by 6:00 p.m. Central on the date indicated. There will be a 10% per week penalty for 
late assignments. 
 

 
Communication 

 
Between 8:00 a.m. on Monday and 5:00 p.m. on Fridays, every effort will be made to answer emails 
within 24 hours unless an away notice is posted.  Emails will rarely be answered on the Saturday or 
Sunday.  
 

 
Plagiarism 

 
From the Faculty Handbook: To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s 
own is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be their own. 
Students must give the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift content directly from a source 
without giving credit is a flagrant act. To present a borrowed passage after having changed a few words, 
even if the source is cited, is also plagiarism. 
 
 

Special Services 

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or 
services) for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, DSU 1074. The SARC 
telephone number is (270) 745-5004 V/TDD; the email is sarc@wku.edu. Please DO NOT request 
accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the 
SARC. 

 
Grievance 

 
The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders is accredited by the Council on Academic 
Accreditation (CAA) in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Complaints about programs must be 
signed and submitted in writing to the Chair, Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech Language-Hearing Association, 2200 Research 
Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20850-3289.  The complaint must clearly describe the specific nature of the 
complaint and the relationship of the complaint to the accreditation standards, and provide supporting 
data for the charge. The complainant's burden of proof is a preponderance or greater weight of the 
evidence. Complaints will not be accepted by email or facsimile. 
 
The University’s Grievance Policy is specified at the following URL: 
http://www.wku.edu/StuAffairs/StuLife/handbook/2004pdf/16%20Student%20Grievance%20Procedure.pd
f 
 

See the Blackboard Course Information section for additional policy information. 



EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

 
Sound Eliciting video (50 points)   Prepare a video clip showing you eliciting a target sound in three 
different ways. Details for completion of the task will post to Blackboard on March 24. 
 
 
Research article abstracts (100 points)   Each student must complete four abstracts from sound 
system research articles. Details will post to Blackboard by January 26. 
 
 
Curriculum based intervention group project – (100 points) – A team of students will develop 
intervention plans for a given student. Details will post to Blackboard by January 26, 

 
Phonological identification and analysis (75 points)  Each student will complete the Lowe workbook. It 
will be returned to you at Bootcamp or will be mailed to the UFT headquarters by Apr 27.  If you are not 
attending Bootcamp in the summer of 2015, it will be mailed to you (include the address where you want 
it mailed when you submit the workbook) by April 27.  
 
 
Discussion Board (25 points for 12 responses; 11 or fewer responses will yield 1 point per 
response – NO EXCEPTIONS) Each Tuesday starting August 25, a question will be posted to the 
discussion board. Over the course of the semester, each student should respond to at least 12 questions 
(but you are encouraged to answer all of the questions as thinking about and responding to questions will 
contribute greatly to your learning).  An adequate response will be related to the question and 
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the concepts. The questions will be based on topics discussed 
in the class, assignments, or the student’s clinical experience. Several questions will be related to videos 
(ranging from 3 to 35 minutes) you may be asked to watch. Responses are due by 5:30 p.m. Central on 
Monday.  Any that post to Blackboard after 5:30 p.m. Central on Monday will be considered late and no 
credit will be awarded.  It is strongly suggested that you respond well in advance of the deadline. While it 
is understandable that emergencies (personal, familial, technical, weather, etc.) happen, no emergency or 
circumstance will exempt a student from adhering to the timeline or minimum number of responses 
required.  The last question will post on Tuesday, Dec 1 and will be due by 6:00 p.m. Central on the 
following Monday.  
 

Comprehensive Final Exam (50 points)  There will be 50 multiple choice questions covering information 
from across the entire semester.  You can only take it one time so make sure that you arrange to take it at 
a time when you can complete it at one time.  You will have 55 minutes to take the exam.  Information will 
come from the readings, notes, video clips, and information covered in lectures. It is closed book, closed 
note, closed any resource.  Open in Blackboard from 
 

Note: A rubric for the grading all assignments (except the video clip) will be on the course Blackboard site 
by January 26.  The video clip rubric will post by 4/1. 

 
Grading - You must accumulate at least 312 points to pass this class.   The specific scale follows. 
A: 372-400     B:  342-371     C: 312-341 

 

 

 



PROPOSED COURSE OUTLINE  

Note: This is the proposed outline. It may be adjusted to better serve the needs of the class. Under BBF 
are the chapters that need to be read prior to the class.  Check the Notes section of Blackboard prior to 
class for the handouts and lecture supplements. 

Date   Topic         BBF Readings 

8/24 Introduction, review course outline 

Current research and trends in SSD     1 

 
Prevention of sound system disorders     

Terminology and Concepts       

8/31   Normal Development       2,3  

9/7  Etiology of SSD        4, 5 

9/14  Dialect and Multicultural Issues      11   

9/21  Assessment        6 

9/28  Evaluation        6  
      

Research Article Abstracts due – remember post just one file 

10/5  Scoring, Analysis, Interpretation, Diagnosis    7 

10/12  Principles of Intervention      8   

10/19  Approaches to articulation treatment –     9 

Traditional, sensory motor      handouts 

Eliciting sounds        handouts 

  Lowe workbook due  

10/26  Linguistic approaches      

11/2  Phonological awareness      12  

11/9  Selected Populations       handouts 

   

  



11/16  Curriculum based presentations  

11/23  Specific strategies while working in schools  

11/30  Integration and synthesis, clarification of topics  

  Sound Eliciting Video Clip due 

 

12/7  Comprehensive final exam – 50 multiple choice questions 

  Opens -5:30 p.m. Central on Monday, Dec 7  

  Closes -11:59 p.m. Central on Monday, Dec 7 

  It will be timed, 55 minutes. You can only take it once. 

  Closed note, closed book, closed any resources except your brain! 

 

 

 

A bibliography with interesting readings will be posted to Blackboard by August 24. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


