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SLP 506 – Dysfluency  
Summer 2015 

Saturday, 6/6, 6/13/ 8/1; supplemented with online classes 
 
Instructor:    Lauren E. Bland, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Office hours:    Academic Complex 108 H 
   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Central 
   Other times by appointment  
Phone:   270-745-8860  
Email:    lauren.bland@wku.edu 
 
Course Description: Literature review of stuttering and other fluency disorders with emphasis on assessment 
and clinical management of fluency disorders in children and adults. 
 
Core Learning Objectives          ASHA Certification Standard  Evaluation 
                   (Fluency)    
develop an understanding of major theories 
of stuttering    

III-C exams, 
questions posed in class 

demonstrate knowledge of etiologies and 
characteristics of fluency disorders across 
the lifespan and cultural groups 

III-C  
III-D  

exams, presentation 
questions posed in class 

demonstrate the ability to analyze, 
synthesize, and evaluate fluency disorders 

III-C  
III-D 
IV-G 

exams, questions posed 
in class 

develop skills to plan, implement, and 
modify appropriate intervention for fluency 
disorders to a cross-section of the 
population 

III-D 
IV-G 
IV-F 

exams, discussion board 
questions posed in class, 
video summary 

develop an understanding professional 
issues pertinent to service delivery as it 
relates to fluency disorders 

III-E 
III-G 

exams, questions posed 
in class, discussion bard 

demonstrate an understanding of the impact 
of fluency disorders on the individual’s 
personal, social, and academic adjustments 

IV-F exams, presentation, 
discussion board 

demonstrate an understanding of strategies 
to prevent fluency  disorders 

III-D exams, discussion board  

use the literature to aid in their own learning III-F presentation, article 
review 

Required Texts   
 
Guitar, B. (2014). Stuttering: An integrated approach to its nature and treatment, 4th ed. Baltimore:      

Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins. 
 

 
Recommended Text 
At least one other fluency book will benefit you and your professional library. 
 
 
Modes of Instruction 
lecture, videos, presentations, demonstrations 
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EVALUATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 
Article Reviews see Blackboard for details  100 points, due 6/22. 
 
Basic Clinical Skills see Blackboard for details 50 points, due 7/20. 
 
Discussion Board see Blackboard for details   50 points (10 @ 5 points each) 
 
Presentation see Blackboard for details 50 points, due 8/1 (recorded presentations must load to Blackboard 
by 9:00 a.m. on 8/1 
 
Exams All exams will be closed book (and closed note, closed Blackboard and closed all external resources) and 
based on all assigned readings (that may or may not have been discussed in class), assignments, and class 
lectures.  The mid-term will be in two components. One part will be short answer. The second part is analysis of a 
video clip that will help determine your abilities to identify stuttering characteristics.  It will load on 6/15 and close 
on 6/18. There will be two components to the final exam: multiple choice and a response to two case studies. The 
multiple choice questions will be timed (55 minutes) will only be open on Monday, August 4 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Central.  The case studies will open at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, August 4; they will close at 6:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 6.  You will have 90 minutes to respond to the case studies. Adequate performance on the 
video analysis portion of the midterm, specified DB questions, and case study portion of the final exam 
will make you eligible to earn the skills competencies for the Fluency IF there was no opportunity to earn 
the competencies during the clinical experiences. If using the course for the needed competencies, they 
will be noted in CALIPSO after your last externship ends. Midterm – 50 points; Final exam – 100 points  
 
 
 
Notes: All reading assignments for a given day should be completed prior to class; students should not rely on the 
lectures to be the sole source of information. As graduate students, you need to seek out all avenues that will 
facilitate your understanding of all assignments.  Further, you need to ask for assistance as soon as you realize 
that you having difficulty grasping any aspect of the course. All assignments should post to Blackboard by 6:00 
p.m. on the date indicated. There will be 10% point deduction per week if an assignment is late.  The week begins 
at 6:00 p.m. on the due date so if an assignment is posted at 6:00 p.m. on the due date, there will be a 10% 
reduction.  If the assignment arrives after 6:00 p.m. the following week, then another 10% will be deducted.   
 
 
Grading Scale   
   
A:  372 - 400     B:  340 - 371         C: 308 - 339        D:  272 - 307      F:  271 or less 
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PROPOSED COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Note:   This is the proposed outline.  It may be adjusted to better serve the needs of the class.  Every 
effort will be made to notify you of changes as soon as possible.   
 
Date             Guitar reading                 
            chapters 
           
6/6 Introduction to fluency disorders and terminology      1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 13  

Epidemiology  
 Professional issues; specialty recognition 
 Stuttering characteristics: Identification of components  

Factors and theories related to stuttering      
Developmental progression           

 Prevention of fluency disorders 
 Parent Education    
 Multicultural Issues         
 
  
6/13 Assessment of stuttering   8, 9   
 Identification and differential diagnosis 
 Differentiation of incipient stuttering 
  
         
 Video for the analysis and the midterm will load on Monday, June 15 at 8:00 p.m.;  
 due by Thursday, June 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
   
 
*6/15 Principles of intervention  10 
 
  
*6/22 Treatment: Borderline  11   
 Article Reviews Due      
     
*6/29 Treatment: Beginning        12 
        
 
*7/6 Treatment: Intermediate        13  
   
  
*7/13  Treatment: Advanced        14 
  
 
*7/20 Other fluency disorders - characteristics and assessment   15 
 Basic Clinical Skills due 
 
 
*7/27 Other fluency disorders- intervention      15   
    
 
8/1 Case studies, presentations, integration of information 
  
8/4 Final Exam 
 
*class via Adobe  
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POLICIES 

 
Attendance and participation 

Attendance and participation are essential for the successful completion of this course.  As aspiring an 
professional, you are expected to be present and on time for each class meeting. Classroom discussion is  
important.  Private discussions during chats are distracting to the instructor and to class members.  Asking 
questions in class will help facilitate your learning.  If you have a question, it is best to ask the instructor. This is 
distracting and can ultimately lead to an interruption of the lecture whereas a clarification question can help 
facilitate the lecture.    

 
Plagiarism 

From the Faculty Handbook: To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s own is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be their own. Students must give 
the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift content directly from a source without giving credit is a 
flagrant act. To present a borrowed passage after having changed a few words, even if the source is cited, is also 
plagiarism. 
 

Student Disability Services 

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) 
for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, DUC A200. The OFSDS telephone 
number is (270) 745-5004 V/TDD; the email is sarc@wku.edu. Please DO NOT request accommodations directly 
from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services. 

 
Grievance 

 
The Department of Communication Disorders is accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation (CAA) in 
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology. Complaints about programs must be signed and submitted in writing 
to the Chair, Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech 
Language-Hearing Association, 2200 Research Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20850-3289. The complaint must 
clearly describe the specific nature of the complaint and the relationship of the complaint to the accreditation 
standards, and provide supporting data for the charge. The complainant's burden of proof is a preponderance or 
greater weight of the evidence. Complaints will not be accepted by email or facsimile. 
 
The University’s Grievance Policy is specified at the following URL: 
http://www.wku.edu/StuAffairs/StuLife/handbook/2004pdf/16%20Student%20Grievance%20Procedure.pdf 
 


