
Syllabus and course policies for: 
BIOL 131, HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY, Spring 2009 only 

Instructor: Dr. J. Pedro do Amaral, TCNW 107, 745–8765, 

pedro.amaral@wku.edu http://balrog.wku.edu/~amaral/KY/ 

Lectures: section 01 MW 01:50–03:10 p.m.; section 02 TR 02:20–03:40 p.m. 

Office hours: M and F, 08:00 – 10:00 and by appointment. However, you are welcome to stop by my office at 
anytime. 

Lecture text: Tortora, G. and B. Derrickson. Principles of Anatomy and Physiology, 12th edition. Wiley Press. If 
you will not take BIO 231, then just about any recent comprehensive A&P text is acceptable, but you will have to do 
the chapter conversions yourself. 

You may visit WKU’s Blackboard system for this and other documents, http://ecourses.wku.edu/ 

Tentative syllabus 

In this class, the students will learn basic concepts of body organization and function. Through text readings, 
lectures, and exams, the students will acquire the ability to understand information about some of the normal and 
abnormal functioning of the different body elements of humans. 

Topic Topics Exams Chapters 
Introduction: body plan and organization, some terminology 01 1, Final 1 
Basic chemistry 02 1, Final 2 
Cells 03 1, Final 3 
Tissues 04 1, Final 4 
Integument 05 1, Final 5 
Skeletal system and bone structure 06 2, Final 6 
Joints and movements 07 2, Final 9 
Muscle anatomy and function 08 2, Final 10, 11 
Nervous system overall structure, histology and physiology 09 2, Final 12 
Brain 10 2, Final 14 
Autonomic nervous system 11 3, Final 15 
Sensory systems 12 3, Final 16 
Endocrine system 13 3, Final 18 
Blood 14 3, Final 19 
Cardiac anatomy and physiology 15 3, Final 20 
Lymphatic and the immune systems 16 4, Final 22 
Respiration 17 4, Final 23 
Kidneys (urinary system) and water balance 18 4, Final 26, 27 
Reproductive system 19 4, Final 28 
Digestion, diet, and nutrition 20 4, Final 24, 25 
Genetics, gene therapy, and pathology 21 Final 29 
Final exam May 11 (section 02) and May 15 (01), 1–3 p.m.    



Grading: 60% of your grade is based upon lecture, 40% on lab. The way your overall grade is calculated is as 
follows: (lecture average x 0.6) + (lab average x 0.4). 

The grading scale is: 

≥ 90% A 
≥ 80% B 
≥ 70% C 
≥ 60% D 
< 60% F 

How the exams work: You will have one final lecture exam. This test will be comprehensive, paper-based 
(Scantron) and will be worth 100 points. Additionally, you will have throughout the term four other tests, the partial 
lecture exams, which will be worth 50 points each. These tests will be taken electronically from a personal 
computer, with the exception of the final exam, which will be taken during lecture. You will have four three-day 
periods during which you may take each partial lecture exam. During the three-day periods, you may take the test 
multiple times. However, the last grade obtained will be the one considered to be your grade for that test. You may 
take these test from any computer connected to the internet. 

This system empowers you by allowing you to essentially be thoroughly responsible for your partial lecture grade. 
You get to retake an exam if you did poorly and there is still time within the exam period range. 

Make-up tests and extra-credit assignments: Due to the extremely flexible nature of the partial lecture exams, no 
make-up tests will be allowed. No extra-credit assignments will be given. 

Cheating: Earns an automatic F for the course. 

Attendance and clickers: Clickers will be used from the beginning of the third week of classes onwards. During 
each lecture a number of questions will be presented that are answerable through clickers. Clicker points will 
correspond to a maximum of 50 pts. Attendance is important twofold: this course is intensive and you will be 
quizzed on the fly throughout lecture and receive points for that. 

Withdrawals and audits: If you are doing poorly in the class and wish to withdraw with a ‘W’, you must do this by 
March 20. 

Course conduct: as a courtesy to your colleagues and to increase your course productivity, please arrive on time, 
listen carefully, take notes, turn off cell phones and pagers, remain until class ends, and refrain from talking. If you 
have course-related questions, you may pose them during lecture or contact me during my office hours, or anytime 
by email. 

“Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) 
for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services, DUC A201. The OFSDS telephone number is 
(270) 745–5004 V/TDD. Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without 
a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.” 


