A Nation of Panhandlers
Driving home from the beach on Saturday, I pulled off the interstate looking for lunch.  At the first stoplight there was a group of kids asking for money so they could go to cheer camp.  Putting aside the safety issues of young girls walking between cars on an interstate exit, I was also bothered by their sales pitch.  This wasn’t a car wash fundraiser.  They just wanted money and the best idea they could come up with was to panhandle.

I remember wanting to go to a camp one year as a kid, but I had a problem.  I didn’t have money to pay for it.  I did what any self-respecting twelve year old kid would do.  I got a job.  I pulled weeds out of soybean fields for three weeks before camp.  Mind you that was my second job because I already had a paper route, but I was saving that money for college.

I’m not interested in ripping on “kids these days”.  I’m interested in knowing who told them they are entitled to get free stuff.  How have we become a nation of panhandlers?
On Saturday, President Obama encouraged lawmakers to pass a $50 billion bailout to state and local governments.  On what basis did he claim moral authority?  The states “needed” the money.  Rather than force state and local governments to engage in fiscally responsible actions, the Washington elite wants another bailout. After all, some big states have asked for it.

Washington continues to peddle the idea that people’s problems are always someone else’s fault; therefore they are entitled to other people’s money if they “need” it.  Banks “need” money, here’s a bailout.  GM “needs” money, here’s a bailout.  Home loan defaulters “need” money, here’s a bailout.  Fannie and Freddie “need” money, here’s a bailout.  The unemployed “need” money, here’s a bailout.  Greece “needs” money, here’s a bailout.  States “need” money, here’s a bailout.  It is no wonder that “kids these days” think that bailouts are standard fare.  Look at the example we are setting for them.
Here at Capitalism Today, we believe that “bailout” is a swear word.  The use and over-use of bailouts has made us a nation of panhandlers.  We need to remember that voluntary transactions create wealth and involuntary transactions imposed by the government tend to destroy wealth.  If we continue to think that we can get something for nothing, we will end up with nothing – after all, you get what you pay for.
