General Guidelines for
Proposals to Revise a Program 
· This form is used to revise an existing program, including: major, minor, associate degree program, and certificate program.

· All program revisions are action items on the UCC agenda. 

· This form should be used when revisions comprise less than 50% of the courses required for the program.

· Depending on the nature and extent of the proposed revisions, submission of a CPE New Undergraduate Program form may be required. Contact the Associate Vice President for Planning and Program Development for guidance.

· If the proposed program revisions involve courses offered by another department/ unit, the head of that department/ unit must be informed so that appropriate scheduling decisions can be made. 

· Item 2 should present a bulleted summary list of the proposed program revisions (e.g., adding/ dropping required or elective courses to a program, modifying prerequisites, establishing or modifying admission requirements, changing catalog description, and/ or adding/ deleting concentrations).

· The current and proposed programs should be compared in item 3. A side-by-side table is required for most program changes showing the revised program on the right and identifying deletions by strike-through and additions in boldface. 

· Item 4 should describe the reasons for making each of the proposed program revisions. Specific justification for each revision, including supporting data if appropriate, should be cited. For example, is the revision necessary to meet certification guidelines from an accrediting agency? Do surveys of students, alumni or employers of alumni suggest a need to revise the program? Is the revision necessary to make the program consistent with programs at other institutions, such as benchmark schools? Is the revision necessary because of technological advances or changes in the availability of certain resources?

· Item 5 should indicate the term when the proposed revisions go into effect. Program revisions are only implemented in fall terms. 
 


Proposal Date: February 9, 2016

Gordon Ford College of Business
Information Systems Department
Proposal to Revise A Program
(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Ray Blankenship, ray.blankenship@wku.edu, 270-745-5952

1.	Identification of program:
1.1 Current program reference number:	507P (seeking admission)
507   (officially admitted)
1.2 Current program title:	Major in Business Informatics 
1.3 Credit hours:	72

2.	Identification of the proposed program changes:
· Change the program name Business Informatics to Business Data Analytics to reflect current market nomenclature.

3.	Detailed program description:
The current program description below reflects approved changed by the faculty senate in the fall of 2015 which have not been updated in the course catalog. 
	
	Current Program
	Proposed Program

	Catalog  Description – Current
	Catalog Description - New

	The business informatics major requires 72 semester hours and is designed to prepare students for professional careers using an informatics focused approach to control, support, and enhance business operations and functions. Global business is increasingly relying on the acquisition, deployment, and management of information systems and services for use in organizational processes which is resulting in an increasing need for information workers. The business informatics major will provide students with a solid business foundation combined with relevant study of modern technology trends and the impact information systems are having throughout business and society. As demand for computer and information processing services continues to increase, so does the need for hybrid business technology roles. This major will help strengthen the knowledge economy in Kentucky and increase the availability of information workers critical to attracting and retaining corporate interests in the state. 

All students must take the following 45 hours of business core courses: MATH 116; ACCT 200, 201; CIS 141; ECON 202, 203, 206; CIS 243; FIN 330; MKT 220; MGT 200, 210, 314, 498 or ENT 496; ECON 306 or MGT 313. 

To gain admission to the Business Informatics Program, students must have: 
1. earned a minimum of 60 hours; 
2. completed ACCT 200 and 201, CIS 141, ECON 202, 203, and 206, MATH 116 or higher, and COMM 145;
3. earned an overall WKU GPA of 2.5 or above; 
4. achieved a GPA of 2.5 or above in the following six classes:  ACCT 201, CIS 141, ECON 203,  ECON 206, MATH 116 or higher, and COMM 145.

Students with lower than a 2.5 grade point average that includes 12 hours of upper-division business courses will be allowed to take only those upper-division courses in the Gordon Ford College of Business they are repeating. Repeating a course will not be considered to violate the enrollment policy restricting upper division courses to 12 hours prior to admission.


Students must take the following 27 hours: Business Informatics core courses BI 310, 320, 330, 410, 420, 430 and 9 hours of approved business and technology electives.

	The business data analytics major requires 72 semester hours and is designed to prepare students for professional careers using a data analytics focused approach to control, support, and enhance business operations and functions. Global business is increasingly relying on the acquisition, deployment, and management of information systems and services for use in organizational processes which is resulting in an increasing need for information workers. The business data analytics major will provide students with a solid business foundation combined with relevant study of modern technology trends and the impact information systems are having throughout business and society. As demand for computer and information processing services continues to increase, so does the need for hybrid business technology roles. This major will help strengthen the knowledge economy in Kentucky and increase the availability of information workers critical to attracting and retaining corporate interests in the state. 

All students must take the following 45 hours of business core courses: MATH 116; ACCT 200, 201; CIS 141; ECON 202, 203, 206; CIS 243; FIN 330; MKT 220; MGT 200, 210, 314, 498 or ENT 496; ECON 306 or MGT 313. 

To gain admission to the Business Data Analytics Program, students must have: 
1. earned a minimum of 60 hours; 
2. completed ACCT 200 and 201, CIS 141, ECON 202, 203, and 206, MATH 116 or higher, and COMM 145;
3. earned an overall WKU GPA of 2.5 or above; 
4. achieved a GPA of 2.5 or above in the following six classes:  ACCT 201, CIS 141, ECON 203,  ECON 206, MATH 116 or higher, and COMM 145.

Students with lower than a 2.5 grade point average that includes 12 hours of upper-division business courses will be allowed to take only those upper-division courses in the Gordon Ford College of Business they are repeating. Repeating a course will not be considered to violate the enrollment policy restricting upper division courses to 12 hours prior to admission.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Students must take the following 27 hours: Business Data Analytics core courses BI 310, 320, 330, 410, 420, 430 and 9 hours of approved business and technology electives.




	
(Side-by-side table is required for most program changes showing revised program on the right and identifying deletions by strike-through and additions in boldface.)

4.	Rationale for the proposed program change: The name change reflects the current naming convention for similar data analytic programs in the country.  Changing the name will allow students to better identify what the program is about.  Doing a search for Business Informatics programs only yielded 7 university program.  While doing a Business Analytics program search yielded a significant number of programs with that name.  

		Business Analytics search

Drexel U.  – Co-major  
Ohio U.  – Co-major
St. Joseph’s University – Business Intelligence and Analytics
Arizona State U. – Business Data Analytics
Rutgers – Business Analytics and Information Technology (BAIT)
Indiana University, Kelly School of Business – Business Analyst (co-major) Econ oriented
UT – Knoxville – Business Analytics
Villanova – Business Analytics Minor & Center for Business Analytics
University of Iowa – Business Analytics & Information Systems
University of Connecticut – Business Data Analytics
Auburn University – Business Analytics 
The Ohio University – Data Analytics – Business, Medicine, & Engineering 
University of Virginia – Business Analytics Track
Colorado State University – MIS and Business Analytics
U. of Maryland – Business Analytics
…

Business Informatics search

Widener University – Business Informatics
UC Riverside – BI – College of Engineering
NKU – Business Informatics
IU – BI – School of Informatics and Computing
Idaho State U. – Business Informatics 
WKU – BI – 7th in a Google Search “undergraduate Business Informatics majors”

Search then goes to Healthcare Informatics

Lastly, the department has a Center for Applied Data Analytics initiative and the name change for the program to Business Data Analytics would better reflect an association with the center.


5.	Proposed term for implementation and special provisions (if applicable):
	Fall 2016
6.	Dates of prior committee approvals:
	
	Department/ Unit  Information Systems
	Nov. 19. 2015

	Gordon Ford College Curriculum Committee 
	Feb. 24, 2016

	Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
	

	University Senate
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