BISC Graduate Research Assistantship Support 

The Bioinformatics and Information Sciences Center has funds to support graduate students conducting research under the supervision of WKU faculty members. This document outlines information about the available funding as well as how to apply for the Graduate Research Assistantship (GRA). 

Applications must include the name of the supervising faculty member, as well as the name of the student to be supported, the semester(s) for which support is requested, the amount of support requested, information about matching funds, a short description of the project (not to exceed one page), and the expected outcomes. In addition, an up-to-date vita from the student to be supported must be submitted, and a statement of purpose from the student (not to exceed ½ page), which outlines the student’s understanding of the goal of the project and the contributions the student will make to the project. Applications must be submitted using the form on the following page. 

At the end of the funding period, a one-page final report from the graduate students must be forwarded by the supervising faculty member. This report should include the student name and list the outcomes of the research such as publication(s), presentation(s), etc.  Applying for a BISC GRA implies consent that information from the final report may be used in the BISC newsletter.

WKU’s minimum for graduate assistantships is $5,000 per semester. Thus the needed support with 1-to-1 matching for one semester is $2,500 to match the $2,500 BISC GRA support. GRA support from BISC does not include money for tuition waivers.  Matching funds are not required; however, priority is given to proposals which include matching funding. 
All WKU faculty members may apply for support for a project related to BISC’s mission (see http://www.wku.edu/bioinformatics ); however, priority is given to faculty who are members of BISC. 

The supervising faculty member is responsible for collecting and forwarding the information required for the application as a PDF file submitted by email. 

Applications will be accepted until the close-of-business on September 23, 2011, for support for the fall 2011 semester and November 13, 2011, for support for the spring and/or summer 2012 semester(s).  Decisions about awards will be made soon after the application deadlines and the supervising faculty member as well as the student will be informed. 

Application for BISC Graduate Research Assistantship Support 

Supervising Faculty:

Graduate Student: 

Type & Amount of support requested:  

Requests for GRA support are being accepted for the rest of the fall semester 2011 OR for the spring 2012, and/or the summer 2012. A separate application is needed for the fall 2011 support.

__ fall 2012 semester for $______________


__ spring 2012 semester for $______________

            __ summer 2012  for $ _________  


Total request:  $ ______________________ (not to exceed $ 5,000)
(Note that BISC support for GRAs in the summer terminates June 30th, 2012.) 

Matching funds: Specify the amount of matching funds available and the source of the funds (e.g. index # )

Title: 

Description: (Not to exceed one page with reasonable sized font and page margins. Please include information about how this project is related to BISC.)

Expected outcomes:

   Presentations: ____________________________________________

   Publications: ____________________________________________

   Products: 
_____________________________________________

Please specify possible venues for presentations and publications as well as their audiences (e.g. regional, national). Tools (e.g. software) that will be made publicly available should be listed as a product outcome. 

What prior GRA support through BISC did you receive? 
   Please specify the name of the student, the semester(s) the funds were received, and how the expected outcomes in the original application were met.

Applications must be emailed to bisc@wku.edu before the close-of-business September 9, 2011. In order to find the application, include ‘BISC GRA Application’ in the subject line. 

