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I hope this newsletter finds all of you well.  We have had a 

year full of projects, personnel changes, budget crunches, 

and record prices for everything we buy and sell.  But we 

can always count on a new class of bright and nervous 

freshman to keep us on our toes. 

In regard to our faculty and staff, our newest faculty     

member is Dr. Stephen King.  Dr. King is a native of     

Washington State.  He received his BS degree in Agricultural 

economics at Washington State, he received his MS and 

Ph.D. from Oklahoma State University and he had been 

teaching at the University of California San Diego before 

accepting our offer.  Dr. King has been with us since     

January.  Welcome, Stephen. 

Dr. King has the difficult task of taking over for Dr. Alvin 

Bedel.  Dr. Bedel will still be with us on the optional         

retirement plan.  Dr. Bedel will teach one class each       

semester for the next four years.  We miss having Al around 

everyday but we are always happy to see him each Tuesday 

and Thursday. 

Mr. Tim Jones is our new L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition 

Center Director.  Tim comes to us from the Kentucky Horse 

Park in Lexington.  Tim is a UK graduate and had been   

employed by the Horse Park for more than 15 years.  Tim is 

completing this first year at the Expo and we are most 

pleased with all his efforts.  Tim is being ably assisted by 

our former interim director Mr. Rhodes Hester. 

The most recent change in the WKU Ag family has come in 

the form of good news for the Pike family.  Mr. Andy Pike, 

our dairy herdsman, was accepted into vet school at Auburn 

University.  Congratulations, Andy!  We are at present     

conducting a search to fill the position. 

We have several projects going on at the University Farm 

that we hope will prove to have long term benefit.  Our   

biodiesel project is a joint project between the Department 

of Engineering and Agriculture.  The plan is to convert all of 

the used cooking oil collected from campus and convert it 

to biodiesel.  We are constructing this conversion facility 

behind the Taylor Center.  If you come to Homecoming, or 

any other time, we will be glad to show you what we have 

developed.  The first batch of biodiesel should be made 

before Thanksgiving. 

The next project is the compost heated greenhouse.  This 

project is designed to capture the heat given off by the   

decomposition of leaves and use it to heat a greenhouse.  

We have concrete footers in the ground and the compost 

heat bed is 50% completed.  The greenhouse is on site and 

will be assembled by the faculty and students.  We expect 

to be fully operational by the end of this school year. 

We have converted our Nature Center into a Ropes        

Challenge Course.  For those of you that didnõt know we had 

a Nature Center, it is the wooded area across from the 

fields on Bennett Lane.  This course has high elements and 

low elements and is open for use by the public and WKU 

students.  Reservations can be made through the WKU  

Outdoor Recreation Department.  It is really something to 

see, just another reason to attend Homecoming. 

By the time you read this, we will have been visited by Dr. 

Temple Grandin, a world expert on Livestock Handling    

Facilities.  She more or less single handedly changed the 

way livestock are slaughtered in this country.  She has a 

Ph.D from Colorado State University, where she works and 

is considered one of the most high functioning autistic   

individuals in the world. This will be her second visit to WKU 

and a great opportunity for our students.  Her visit is   

scheduled for September 3rd and 4th. 

There is much more we could tell you about, but you just 

need to come for a visit and sit a spell. 

Thanks, 

Jack Rudolph 

Department Head 

Dear Alumnus, 

ANNUAL ALUMNI HOMECOMING LUNCHEON 

November 1, 2008 at 12:00 noon 

AG EXPO CENTER 

Please call 745-3151 to RSVP ñTickets $15.00 



Three students received the opportunity of a lifetime to 

experience agriculture in a foreign country.  Lindsie Kinslow 

of Glasgow, Crystal Walden of Cave City, and Steven Dale 

Lyon of Monroe boarded a plane heading towards San Jose, 

Costa Rica on January 8, 2008.   Agriculture Instructor, 

Kristie Guffey, took these three WKU Glasgow Regional 

Campus students to Costa Rica for a ten day agriculture 

tour. 

They arrived in San Jose and toured Café Britt, a world 

renowned coffee producer and manufacturer.  The students 

were able to see the harvesting of the popular highland 

coffee bean.  The students traveled to a papaya, tapioca, 

and loufa farm.  They were able to see bananas harvested 

and processed for American exportation.  They witnessed the 

exotic wildlife of the National Park of Tortuguero.  From   

toucans, crocodiles, iguanas, lizards and many more exotic 

species; the Glasgow students saw first hand how 

preservation and restoration of our earth enables 

biodiversity to strengthen and prosper. 

The students were able to visit the rainforest by traveling 

through a zipline above the clouds.  Regardless of the 

heights, the views of natural habitat, wildlife, and the beauty 

of the country were magnified while traveling through the 

rainforest.  They saw the popular, active Arenal Volcano.  Its 

immense presence and the steam that rose from its massive 

peaks were phenomenal. 

We traveled from Coast to Coast and from Volcanoes to 

lakes.  This experience was a life changing educational 

adventure for these three Glasgow students.  Special thanks 

goes to Dr. Juanita Bayless for her continued support of 

agriculture and international travel. 

 

 

 

WKU Glasgow Regional Campus Students Travel to Costa Rica 

L to R: Lindsie Kinslow, Steven Lyon, Crystal Walden, and 

Kristie Guffey. 

L to R: Steven Lyon, Lindsie Kinslow, Kristie Guffey,  and  

Crystal Walden. 

101 Reasons to Share a Pint with a Friend 
The Department of Agriculture will sponsor its third annual Blood Drive for the 

American Red Cross during Homecoming Week.  We expect to exceed the    

previous donations of 495 and 569 pints in the first and second drives.  Our 

hope is to have the Blood Drive become a traditional part of the Homecoming 

Celebration.  The awarding of scholarships and other prizes continue as part of 

the tradition.  In addition to the intrinsic value of blood donations, the Blood 

Drive provides numerous opportunities for students, faculty, and the greater 

community to share a common cause.  We invite you to join other Hilltoppers in 

making a blood donation as part of your Homecoming Celebration.  The 2008 

Blood Drive will be at Garrett Ballroom on Monday, October 27th from 12-6, 

Tuesday, October 28th from 9-7, and Wednesday, October 29th from 9-3. 



Student News 

Four undergraduate and one graduate student were involved 

in the 2007 Southern Regional Soil Judging Competition 

which was hosted by Eastern Kentucky University.  Students 

who participated in the contest were Phillip Cox, Adam 

Denney, Eric Ferguson, and Carrie Simmons.  Coaches were 

Joey Reynolds (graduate student), Darwin Newton and Becky 

Gilfillen.  These four undergraduate students also competed 

in the NACTA Contest hosted by Tarleton State University in 

Stephenville, TX in April 2008.  The students placed 6th in 

this contest, only being separated by 100 points from the 

first place team. 

Research 

The Agronomy Faculty continues to focus on research in the 

area of Waste Management in cooperation with the USDA-

ARS unit located at the WKU Farm.  Research projects 

include the use of poultry litter as a fertilizer source to grow 

forage and field crops.  A new project began in 2006 to look 

at remediation of soils containing accumulations of 

nutrients.  Soil fertility was based on a prescription based 

application to allow excess nutrients to be used by the 

growing crop. Drs. Becky Gilfillen and Todd Willian as well as 

Research Technician Naomi Rowland made presentations at 

New Orleans, LA last November at the American Society of 

Agronomy Meetings. 

Our research continues this summer ð we are assisted in 

our efforts by our Technician Naomi Rowland who directs the 

efforts of Graduate Students Todd Ballard and Zheng Wang 

and Undergraduate Assistants Tara Holaday, Eric Ferguson 

and Crystal Walker.  Ongoing research projects include the 

following: 

Influence of Hybrid Choice, Plant Population and In-Row 

Spacing Variability on Field Corn Grain Yield  (M.S. Thesis 

Project for Todd Ballard) 

Influence of Broiler Litter and Rye Cover Crop on Soil 

Nutrient Accumulation and Sorghum-Sudangrass Forage 

Yield (Drs. Gilfillen, Gray and Willian) 

Soil Dynamics and Corn Silage Yield and Quality when 

fertilized with Inorganic and Organic Fertilizers. (Drs. Gilfillen 

and Willian) 

Influence of Broiler Litter Application History on Soil Nutrient 

Status and Corn Silage Yield and Quality (Drs. Gilfillen, Gray 

and Willian). 

Faculty News & Events 

We are pleased to have Dr. Elmer Gray join our USDA-ARS 

research project.  Dr. Gray, along with several other faculty, 

staff and students have devoted considerable time this 

summer to field research projects involving Baby Corn and 

Tomato Production. 

Dr. Becky Gilfillen was awarded the 2008 Distinguished 

Alumni Award by the University of Tennessee Department of 

Biosystems Engineering and Soil Science.  Congratulations 

Becky! 

Agronomy News 

If you would like to make a gift to the Agriculture  

Department at WKU, please make checks payable to the òWKU 

Foundationó. 

Donations can be mailed to: 

 

Department of Agriculture 

Western Kentucky University 

1906 College Heights Blvd #41066 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 

We appreciate your continued support of WKU Agriculture! 

 

Let us know what you thinké. 
Send us an email (agriculture@wku.edu) and let us know that you received this          

newsletter.  We would also value comments and suggestions! 



Tomato Research 
Faculty, staff, and students from WKUõs Department of 

Agriculture have teamed up with the University of Kentucky to 

conduct an extensive tomato research project at the WKU 

farm.  Using a new technique from Japan, the team grafted 

four diverse tomato cultivars in all possible combinations.  The 

cultivars were two heirlooms, ôCherokee Purpleõ and ôMr. 

Stripeyõ, a commercial cultivar, ôCristaõ, and a rootstock, 

ôMaxifortõ.  Additionally, the plants were placed on drip 

irrigation under two plastic mulch colors, red and black.  Half 

of the study was treated in an organic production system and 

half conventionally.  The study has several thrusts: to 

determine the effect of rootstocks on production of heirloom 

tomato production, to determine the effect of heirloom 

rootstocks on commercial cultivars, to determine the effect of 

colored mulches on production and to determine the effect of 

organic production when compared to conventional.  There 

are four hundred plants in the field.  Each tomato is picked 

weighed and graded to determine their suitability to the fresh 

market like one would find in a farmerõs market.  This project 

is yielding data to support two graduate students, one from 

Liberia and one from Indiana.  Another half dozen 

undergraduates have participated during the project, too.  The 

project has drawn interest from across the state and has been 

investigated by a grower in northern Kentucky and several 

agriculturists preparing to assist in the reconstruction of 

Middle Eastern agriculture. 

Above:  Nathan Howell and Martin Stone Graft Tomatoes 

Above:  Faculty and Students in the Field of Research Tomatoes 

Above: Nathan Howell and Diana Edlin grade and weigh        

tomatoes 

Above:  Dr. Elmer Gray grades tomatoes 


