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he Society will 
f-manage the conference working in close collaboration with a champion of the 

society that is a resident of the host university.  This volunteer effort will substantially 
reduce the $40,000 conference management fee that the society now incurs to have the 
conference operated by a private firm.  It is anticipated that these two changes will yield 
sizeable reductions in expenses, which will be to the benefit of our membership.  The 
realization of these savings will allow us greater ability to subsidize invited speakers, 
hold down registration fees, improve web-based services, enhance educational thrusts, 
and more.   
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The 32nd North American Thermal Analysis Society (NATAS) 
was held in Williamsburg, VA on October 4-6.  Dr. Bob Howell, Preside
reported during the recent business meeting that NATAS 2004 was a gre
judged by the number of technical presentations (~210) and the number of 
(over 250), making this the largest attended NATAS conference. As
the promising future of our Society, the Executive Committee is planning 
to the annual conference to better serve the needs of our membership.  On
change that will be of interest to the membership is that the venues for N
2007 will be hosted at a university campus.  Specifically, the venue for 20
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, KY, and 2007 is plann
Michigan State University in East Lansing, MI.  We believe that these new 
great promise to promote the interests and growth of the Society, and we w
you of some of these benefits. Of paramount importance is the financial hea
society. The society has been operating on a break-even or loss basis for so
after careful, extended deliberations, the decision was made by the Execu
to move the NATAS business office to Western Kentucky University u
direction and guidance of Wei-Ping Pan.  The financial impact of this mov
late 2005, is expected to bring significant operational expense reduction
You will be hearing more of this move in the coming months.  Concurre
is the change to a university venue for the annual technical conference.  T
now sel

 

 



During the meeting, the Thermal Analysis Laboratory at WKU also presented 
four technical papers: 
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Coal 2020 Conference: On October 12-13, 2004, Cinergy Corp., the University of 
Kentucky, and Eastman Chemical Company, sponsored a national conference on the 
future of coal at the Griffin Gate Marriott Resort in Lexington, Kentucky entitled “Coal 
2020 – Burning Questions”. About 200 attendees from industry, government and 
academia gathered to hear distinguished speakers and panelists from across the nation 
address the major environmental, economic and technology issues associated with coal 
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Combustion Laboratory 
 
Mercury Field-Testing: Our combustion team performed mercury m
activated carbon injection on two boiler units during October.  
 
Woodceramics Factory at Japan: Wei-Ping Pan spent one week visiting
Woodcermics Factory, Tohoku System Woodcermics Factory, and Aomor
Research Center in Aomori, Japan. Woodceramics are a new type of
benign material that is produced from plant-based carbon-containing
carbon/carbon hybrid material in the sense that cellulose- or lignin-based 
reinforced by phenolic-resin based glassy carbon. Woodce
from apple pomace, sawdust, and chicken waste in the Aomori area. D
Professor Ninomiya at Chubu University in Nagoya to discuss a researc
ash behavior of coal and sewage sludge.   He also visited the National Ins
Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) to discuss a TG
Professor Sawada at Tokyo Institute of Polytechnics showed Dr. Pan hig
transparent films prepared by dip-coating techniques during this visit. 
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and Harbison, PLLC; F. T. Sparrow, Director, Center for Coal Technology Research, 
Purdue University. Please visit www.cinergy.com/coal2020

use between now and the year 2020. With the depletion of our oil and na
reserves, how we use coal over the next 15 years will significantly impa
and national economy and the environment for the long term. The year 20
self-imposed goal for some in the energy industry to achieve zero emissi
Dr. Pan also presented his view on mercury emission and control at the P
Shall We Ensure Sustainability? Coal and the Environment.  The other spe
panel included: Jeffrey Holmstead, Assistant Administrator, U. S. Environ
Protection Agency (EPA); David Doniger, Policy Director, National Re
Council (NRDC); Thomas Meng, President, Energy and Mineral Law Fo

  for details of the meeting. 
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