WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE POLICY ON
HUMANE CARE AND USE OF LABORATORY ANIMALS

Western Kentucky University, hereinafter referred to asinstitution, hereby gives assurance that it
will comply with the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory
Animals, hereinafter referred to as PHS Policy.

|. APPLICABILITY

This assurance is applicable to all research, research training, experimentation, biological testing
and related activities, hereinafter referred to as activities, involving live, vertebrate animals
supported by the Public Health Service (PHS) and conducted at this institution, or a another
institution as a consequence of the sub granting or subcontracting of a PHS-conducted or
supported activity by thisinstitution. "Institution” includes the following branches and major
components of Western Kentucky University: Department of Biology, Ogden College of Science
and Technology, and Department of Psychology, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences.

1. INSTITUTIONAL POLICY

A. Thisingtitution will comply with all applicable provisions of the Animal Welfare Act and
other Federal statutes and regulations relating to animals.

B. Thisinstitution is guided by the "U.S. Government Principles for the Utilization and Care of
Vertebrate Animals Used in Testing, Research and Training."

C. Thisinstitution acknowledges and accepts responsibility for the care and use of animals
involved in activities covered by this assurance. As partial fulfillment of this responsibility this
institution will make a reasonable effort to ensure that all individuals involved in the care and use
of laboratory animals understand their individual and collective responsibilities for compliance
with this Assurance as well as all other applicable laws and regulations pertaining to animal care
and use.

D. Thisinstitution has established and will maintain a program for activities involving animalsin
accordance with the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Guide).



1. INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAM FOR ANIMAL CARE AND USE

A. Thelines of authority and responsibility for administering the program and ensuring
compliance with this Policy are:

Director of Sponsored Programs
(Dr. Phillip Myers)

IACUC Veterinarian
Dr. Cheryl Davis, Chair Dr. Déebra Shoulders
Minutes & Records Grant Proposals Animal Care Facilities Animal Care (Use)

B. The qualifications, authority, and percent of time contributed by the veterinarian who will
participate in the program are:

Dr. Debra Shoulders, DVM, B.S., Western Kentucky University and Auburn; DVM, Auburn; 10
years practice, both large and small animals. She has served as a veterinarian for Western
Kentucky University and a member of IACUC for approximately 6 1/2 years. Due to the small
size of our animal program, Dr. Shoulder's services are required only on a part-time consultant
basis. Approximately 5% of her time is currently spent in animal care at Western Kentucky
University.

Dr. Shoulders has direct program responsibility at Western Kentucky University for activities
involving animals. In addition to serving as a member of IACUC, Dr. Shoulders attends to
animal care appropriate to our institutional needs, administers health care to animals found to be
ill or injured and oversees procedures for disease containment and surveillance. She is consulted
regarding the proper use of drugs, surgical procedures and proper euthanasia procedures. Inthe
event that Dr. Shoulders is not available, Dr. Van Cohron, B.S. Western Kentucky University;
DVM, Auburn University, will be contacted.

C. Thisinstitution has established an Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC),
which is qualified through the experience and expertise of its members to oversee the
institution's animal program, facilities, and procedures. The IACUC consists of six members, and
its membership meets the compositional requirements set forth in the PHS Policy at 1V.A.3.h.
Attached at the end of this document is alist of the names, degrees, position titles, specialties and
institutional affiliations of the IACUC chairperson and members.



D. The lACUC will;

1. Review at least once every six months the institution's program for humane care and use of
animals, using the Guide as a basis for evaluation. The IACUC procedures for conducting
semiannual program evaluations are: The members of IACUC will review the functions and
procedures, our institution's occupational health program, veterinary care procedures, and the
personnel qualification process. The program review is performed at each semiannual meeting of
our IACUC using a checklist adapted from the " Sample Semiannual Program and Facility
Review Checklist" recommended by the OLAW.

2. Inspect at least once every six months all of the institution's animal facilities (including
satellite facilities) using the Guide as a basis for evaluation. The IACUC procedures for
conducting semiannual facility inspections are: at least once every six months a minimum of two
members of the TACUC perform an official physical inspection of our institution's animal
facilities and complete a checklist adapted from the " Sample Semiannual Program and Facility
Review Checklist" recommended by the OLAW.

3. Prepare reports of the IACUC evaluations as set forth in the PHS policy at 1V.B.3. and submit
the reportsto Dr. Phillip Myers, Director of Sponsored Programs at Western Kentucky
University. The IACUC process for developing reports and submitting them to the Institutional
Official is: Following each semiannual program review and animal facility inspection, the
IACUC chair prepares a report which contains a description of the nature and extent of the
institution's adherence to the Guide and PHS Policy and identifies specifically any departures
from the provisions of the Guide and PHS Policy, and states the reasons for each departure. The
reports distinguish significant deficiencies from minor deficiencies. A significant deficiency is
one, which, consistent with PHS Policy, and, in the judgment of the IACUC and the Institutional
Official, is or may be athreat to the health or safety of the animals. If program or facility
deficiencies are noted, the reports contain a reasonable and specific plan and schedule for
correcting each deficiency. The "Sample Semiannual Report to Institutional Official” is used by
the IACUC chair as atemplate to prepare the Semiannual Report to the Institutional Official.

4. Review concerns involving the care and use of animals at the institution. The IACUC
procedures for reviewing concerns are: Any concerns or complaints in regard to the use of
animals in teaching and research at Western Kentucky University will be requested in writing
and will be directed to the attention of the Chair of IACUC or the Institutional Official. There are
no restrictions on who can report an alleged incident and there will be no threat of reprisals
against those reporting perceived mistreatment or noncompliance. The report should include a
factual description with date, time, location, animal species, numbers and identifications of
animals, and personnel involved, as well as any other relevant details. The complainant's identity
will be kept confidential when requested. Legitimate concerns and complaints (as determined by
IACUC Chair or Institutional Official) will be reviewed by all members of IACUC according to
section D-1 of the IACUC Guidebook, the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,
and PHS Policy. The results of the investigation will be considered IACUC actions and all
members will have the opportunity to present minority views. All personsinvolved in the
investigation will be informed of the purpose of the investigation and the manner in which it will



be conducted. Those persons against whom the complaint is addressed will have the opportunity
to explain their side of the issue in writing. The results of IACUC investigations will be made
available in writing to all parties involved and recommendations will be sent in writing to the
Director of Sponsored Programs, Dr. Phillip Myers (Institutional Official). The institutional
response will be based upon recommendations specified in section D-1 of the IACUC
Guidebook. Specifically, "if the violation is verified by the IACUC, then the IACUC is
empowered under USDA Regulations and PHS Policy to suspend a previously approved project.
If the activity is supported by PHS funds, the IACUC through the Institutional Official must file
afull report to OLAW. In cases where there is sufficient evidence of serious noncompliance, the
|ACUC will suspend the activity pending the outcome of full investigation. In these cases, a
preliminary report will be sent to the OLAW, through the Institutional Official, with a promise of
afull report upon completion.”

5. Make written recommendations to the Director of Sponsored Programs of Western Kentucky
University (Dr. Phillip Myers) regarding any aspect of the institution's animal program, facilities,
or personnel training. The IACUC procedures for protocol review are: All recommendations
regarding the animal program, facilities, or personnel training will normally be included in the
Semiannual Program and Facility Review Report. Additional recommendations (approved by a
majority of IACUC members) not included in the Semiannual Report may be sent directly to Dr.
Phillip Myers (in writing) at any time.

6. Review and approve, require modifications in (to secure approval) or withhold approval of
those activities related to the care and use of animals as set forth in the PHS Policy at 1V.C. The
|ACUC procedures for protocol review are: All proposals for the use of animals in teaching and
research will be forwarded to the Chair of IACUC (Dr. Cheryl D. Davis). Proposals must be
completed on an application form entitled "Research and Educational Animal Use Protocol”. An
investigator may submit a protocol to the Chair of IACUC for review at any time during the
academic year. All applications will be copied and forwarded to all committee members by the
Chair of IACUC. In most cases, protocols will be distributed to IACUC committee members
within one week of receipt by the IACUC Chair. Any member of the lACUC may obtain, upon
request, full committee review of any project. If full committee review is not requested after a
period of one week, at least one member of the IACUC, designated by the chairperson and
qualified to conduct the review, shall review those research projects and have the authority to
approve, require modifications in (to secure approval) or request full committee review of those
research projects. If full committee review is requested, approval of those research projects will
be granted only after review at a convened meeting of a quorum of the IACUC and with the
approval vote of a majority of the quorum present. No member may participate in the IACUC
review or approval of aresearch project in which the member has a conflicting interest (e.g., is
personally involved in the project) except to provide information requested by the IACUC; nor
may a member who has a conflicting interest contribute to the congtitution of a quorum. All
proposals will be reviewed according to the criteriain the PHS Policy, and further elaborated in
the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals and in Sections B-1 and B-2 of the
|ACUC Guidebook. As aresult of thisreview process, IACUC will give unqualified approval for
aproposal as submitted, defer decision due to lack of insufficient information, approve pending
clarification of specified minor points, give qualified or conditional approval, or reject the
proposal outright. In all cases in which there is alack of Committee unanimity, the reasons for



disapproval by the majority or minority membership will be presented to the investigator in
writing. The committee records will reflect any diversity of opinion. Investigators will be
notified of the review results (in writing) within 1 week following the review date. Investigators
given qualified or conditional approval must make the specified changes in the animal use
protocol and/or meet specified conditions prior to beginning the proposed activity.

7. Review and approve, require modifications in (to secure approval) or withhold approval of
proposed significant changes regarding the use of animals in ongoing activities as set forth in the
PHS Policy at IV.C. The IACUC procedures for reviewing proposed significant changesin
ongoing research projects are: If significant changes in ongoing projects are proposed by an
investigator, a new "Research and Educational Animal Use Protocol” must be completed and
submitted to the IACUC chair with changes from the original proposal clearly indicated. Once
submitted, the same procedure will be followed as specified in section 6 above for original
submissions.

8. Noatify investigators and the institution in writing of its decision to approve or withhold
approval of those sections of applications or proposals related to the care and use of animals, or
of modifications required to secure IACUC approval as set forth in the PHS Policy at 1V.C.4.
The IACUC procedures to notify investigators and the institution of its decisions regarding
protocol review are: The Chair of the IACUC will notify investigators of the review results (in
writing) within aperiod of 1 week following the IACUC review. If an investigator chooses to
resubmit a proposal, which has previously been disapproved, the revised proposal should include
the provision of additional evidence by the investigator, which addresses the original concerns of
the IACUC committee. Any disapproved proposals cannot be administratively approved by a
higher authority.

9. Conduct continuing review of each previously approved, ongoing activity covered by PHS
Policy at appropriate intervals as determined by the IACUC, including a complete review in
accordance with the PHS Policy at 1V.C. 1-4 a least once every three years. The IACUC
procedures for conducting continuing review are: All investigators at the institution who have

| ACUC-approved animal use protocols will be contacted by the IACUC chair each year by E-
mail or by written memorandum. At thistime, the investigator will be asked to notify the IACUC
chair if the project is: 1) Ongoing, or 2) Completed. Animal use protocols which continue for
more than 2 years will be re-reviewed in the third year by the IACUC committee members using
the criteria specified in the in the PHS Policy, in the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory
Animals, and in Sections B-1 and B-2 of the IACUC Guidebook. Prior to the review, the
protocol will be distributed to all |ACUC committee members and will be handled in the same
manner as a specified in section 6 for a new proposal.

10. Be authorized to suspend an activity involving animals as set forth in the PHS Policy at
IV.C.6. The IACUC procedures for suspending an ongoing activity are: If it is determined that an
animal-use activity is not being conducted in accordance with applicable provisions of the
Animal Welfare Act, the Guide, the institution's Assurance, or 1V.C.1.a.-g. of the PHS Policy, a
meeting of the IACUC will be called by the Chair or by the Institutional Official. An activity will
be suspended only after review by a quorum of the TACUC members and only if a majority of
the quorum present votes for suspension. If the IACUC suspends an activity involving animals,



INSTITUTION NAME WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
FACILITY AND SPECIESINVENTORY

ASSURANCE NUMBER; A3558-01

Laboratories, Units, Gross # of Square Species Housed Average

Or Buildings Meters of Facility, in Facility Daily #
Including Service Area

TCNW, Room 214 13.12n7 Fish 150

Room #1

TCNW, Room 214 13.12m? Mice 50

Room # 2

TCNW, Room 214 13.12n7 None

Room #3

TCNW, Room 214 20.48m° None

Room #4

TPH, Room 241 12.92m? Fish 200

TCNW = Thompson Complex North Wing
TPH- Tate Page Hall






