
Western Kentucky University

Position Description

Position Title: Research Assistant
FLSA Category: Exempt
Date: May 2007
Salary Grade: 107
Purpose of Position 

The Research Assistant is responsible for research examining transcriptional mechanisms of gene regulation for the phosphorylase kinase (PhK) gene family.
Primary Job Functions

The following duties are customary for this position, but are not to be construed as all-inclusive.  Duties may be added, deleted, and assigned based on management discretion and institutional needs.

· Examine the transcriptional mechanisms of gene regulation for the phosphorylase kinase (PhK) gene family.
· Identify and characterize the promoter regions for each of the five PhK genes in order to determine key regulatory cis- and trans-acting factors involved in their temporal and spatial regulation.

· Laboratory maintenance and management 

· Supervising and training lab personnel

· Routine PCR, DNA and RNA isolation and manipulation, animal cell culture, cloning and sequencing.
Secondary Job Functions

None.
Minimum Training and Experience Required

Bachelor’s Degree in biochemistry/molecular biology or related field; Advance degree is desirable; experience with mammalian cells and tissues culture a plus.
Knowledge and Skills Required
Familiarity with cloning techniques a must; excellent communication, organizational, and time management skills required.
Physical and Mental Abilities Required

Must be able to demonstrate sound judgment and problem solving skills while handling a variety of tasks and shifting priorities; must posses a high level of initiative and be able to work independently. 
Organizational Relationships

Unknown.
Performance Expectations

The duties and responsibilities of this position must be performed in a competent manner following the highest standards of professionalism, integrity, accountability, responsibility, cooperation, and customer service. 
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