Top of Form

	WKU General Education Review Task Force

The Direction of General Education at Western Kentucky University

Completing this short survey gives you an opportunity to provide valuable feedback concerning the future of General Education here at Western Kentucky University.

1. What is your primary college/unit affiliation? 

Bowling Green Community College
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 5.6%

(12)

College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
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 6.5%

(14)

College of Health and Human Services
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 23.3%

(50)

Gordon Ford College of Business

 [image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]


[image: image12.png]


 3.7%

(8)

Ogden College of Science and Engineering
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 31.2%

(67)

Potter College of Arts and Letters
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 27.0%

(58)

University College
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 2.8%

(6)

Regional Campus

(0)

TOTAL
 [image: image22.png]


[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.png]


 100.0%
215 (215)
2. What is your primary employee status at WKU? 

Tenured Faculty
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 45.6%

(98)

Tenure-track Faculty

 [image: image28.png]


[image: image29.png]


[image: image30.png]
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(58)

Non-tenure-track Faculty
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 21.9%

(47)

Staff
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 1.9%

(4)

Administrator
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(8)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
3. In the last five years, have you taught any General Education classes at WKU? 

Yes
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 54.4%

(117)

No
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(98)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
4. Please rank order (from 1-5) the following definitions of General Education, from the one that best aligns with your personal view of General Education (rank = 1) to the one with the least alignment (rank = 5). 

Average rank

1

2

3

4

5

General education provides for a student's exposure to a broad range of ideas, knowledge, and ways of thinking by requiring all degree-bound students to complete courses across a specified range of subjects and academic disciplines. 
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(1.9)

General education is that part of the higher education undergraduate curriculum that strengthens a student's capacity for understanding and appreciating diverse cultures, mastering multiple modes of inquiry, effectively analyzing and communicating information, and recognizing the importance of creativity and values to the human spirit. 
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(2.2)

General education ensures that a student has sufficient skills in multi-modal communication, analytical thinking, and quantitative calculation to be effective in his or her chosen major field.  
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(2.7)

General education prepares students for active membership in society by cultivating civic responsibility. 
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(3.8)

Other 
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(4.3)

The next series of questions asks you to rank how critical particular skills and content areas should be to the General Education experiences and curriculum at WKU.
7. Logical Reasoning & Critical Thinking 

Not Critical
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 0.5%

(1)

Somewhat Critical
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 5.6%

(12)

Critical
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 35.8%

(77)

Extremely Critical

 [image: image76.png]


[image: image77.png]


[image: image78.png]


 58.1%

(125)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
8. Qualitative Reasoning - Information Synthesis & Application 

Not Critical
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 0.9%

(2)

Somewhat Critical
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 10.7%

(23)

Critical
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 51.2%

(110)

Extremely Critical
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 37.2%

(80)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
9. Quantitative Reasoning - Data Analysis and Interpretation; Statistics 

Not Critical
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 5.6%

(12)

Somewhat Critical
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 34.9%

(75)

Critical
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 37.7%

(81)

Extremely Critical
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 21.9%

(47)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
10. Applied Computer and Technology Skills (e.g., spreadsheets – data entry, basic formulae, basic graphing, word processing, etc.) 

Not Critical
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 14.0%

(30)

Somewhat Critical

 [image: image115.png]


[image: image116.png]


[image: image117.png]


 35.8%

(77)

Critical
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(58)

Extremely Critical
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(50)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
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11. Oral & Written Communication Skills 

Not Critical

(0)

Somewhat Critical
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 1.9%

(4)

Critical
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 20.9%

(45)

Extremely Critical
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(166)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
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12. Reading & Comprehension Skills 

Not Critical
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 0.5%

(1)

Somewhat Critical
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 4.2%

(9)

Critical
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(41)

Extremely Critical
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(164)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
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13. Competency in a Non-native Language 

Not Critical
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 25.1%

(54)

Somewhat Critical
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 47.4%

(102)

Critical
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 20.5%

(44)

Extremely Critical
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(15)
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 100.0%
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14. Arts 

Not Critical
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 25.1%

(54)

Somewhat Critical
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(88)

Critical
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(49)

Extremely Critical
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(24)
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215 (215)
15. Humanities 

Not Critical
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 15.3%

(33)

Somewhat Critical
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 35.8%

(77)

Critical
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(64)

Extremely Critical
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(41)

TOTAL
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16. Mathematics (theoretical and applied) 

Not Critical

 [image: image199.png]


[image: image200.png]


[image: image201.png]


 2.8%

(6)

Somewhat Critical
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 28.4%

(61)

Critical
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 40.5%

(87)

Extremely Critical
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(61)

TOTAL
 [image: image211.png]


[image: image212.png]


[image: image213.png]


 100.0%
215 (215)
17. Natural Sciences 

Not Critical
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 4.2%

(9)

Somewhat Critical
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 31.2%

(67)

Critical

 [image: image220.png]


[image: image221.png]


[image: image222.png]


 43.7%

(94)

Extremely Critical
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(45)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
18. Social Sciences 

Not Critical
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 8.4%

(18)

Somewhat Critical
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 41.4%

(89)

Critical
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(74)

Extremely Critical
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(34)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
19. Awareness of Issues from Local to Global Scale 
Not Critical
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 5.1%

(11)

Somewhat Critical
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 25.1%

(54)

Critical
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(93)

Extremely Critical
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(57)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
20. Appreciation of Diversity & Cultural Differences 

Not Critical
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 12.1%

(26)

Somewhat Critical
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(57)

Critical
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(73)

Extremely Critical
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(59)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
21. Awareness of Social Responsibility (e.g., Community Service and Leadership, Political Activism) 

Not Critical
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 16.7%

(36)

Somewhat Critical
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 31.2%

(67)

Critical
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(76)

Extremely Critical
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(36)

TOTAL
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 100.0%
215 (215)
22. Health and Wellness (e.g., factors that enhance physical and mental health) 

Not Critical
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 16.7%

(36)

Somewhat Critical
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 36.7%

(79)

Critical
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(62)

Extremely Critical
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(38)

TOTAL
 [image: image301.png]


[image: image302.png]


[image: image303.png]


 100.0%
215 (215)
23. Personal and Professional Development (e.g., Workplace Skills, Leadership Abilities, Financial Planning) 

Not Critical
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 17.7%

(38)

Somewhat Critical
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 27.9%

(60)

Critical
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(83)

Extremely Critical
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 100.0%
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***********

***********

25. Below are several possible models or approaches for general education at WKU at some point in the future. Please note that these are theoretical schemes. The descriptions are intentionally brief and therefore vague. The time for detailed descriptions will come later. Right now we are simply interested in getting some sense of the range of opinions within the WKU community about approaches to general education. Please rate each of the following choices on a scale from 1 – 5 with: 1=most preferable option 5=least preferable option 
Average rank

1

2

3

4

5

A) DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMS -- These are programs that require students to take courses from a menu of options. Students choose from among several options which may be across disciplines to fulfill each category. Although the coursework is varied, common learning goals and skills are achieved. 
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(2.6)

B) CORE PROGRAMS--These are programs that require all students to take a set of courses in common as part of their educational experience. Courses in the core are designed to develop skills, abilities and experiences necessary for a well rounded education. 
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(2.9)

C) GOALS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM--These programs use prescribed categories of courses to assist students in developing skills required of liberal learning. Categories may focus on skill development and on content areas. Programs may incorporate elements of core-programs, but frequently lean toward distribution models. 
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(2.8)

D) COMPETENCY-BASED--These programs help students develop a broad range of abilities central to students' academic and co-curricular development, for example, communication, analysis, problem solving, decision-making, social interaction, global perspectives, effective citizenship, and aesthetic response.  
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(2.7)

E) COMPLEX MODELS--These programs are tailored to the particular missions of their institutions and employ elements from the models above. The facets of such approaches may be subsumed under a single conceptual framework giving the curriculum a strong core identity. For example, Learning Communities are joined to linked-course approaches, where students chose a series of classes around a single theme, in order to learn how different disciplines study a common problem.  
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(3.7)

***********

26. Which administrative level should define General Education requirements? 

The Department
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 24.7%

(53)

The College
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(67)

The University
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